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An intimate F riend of Mrs. 
1 N 0 W E. 10 


| MADAM, . 
F theſe pious MepiTATIONS of ſo ſublime 


1 agenivs, ſhould be inſcribed to any name, 
there is none but yours muſt have ſtoqd in 


the front of them. That long and conſtant. 


intimacy of friendſhip, with which you de- 


lighted to honor her, that high eſteem and 
- veneration you are pleaſed to pay her me- 


-mory, and the ſacred likeneſs and ſympathy 4 * 9 
between two kindred ſouls, abſolutely deter 


mine where this reſpe& ſhould be paid. 
Beſides, Madam, you well know that 

ſome copies out of theſe papers have been 

your own ſeveral years, by the gift of the 


- deceaſed ; and the favor you have done me 


lately by your permiſſion to peruſe the 

has aſſiſted the correction of theſe Manu 
ſcripts, and would add another. reaſon to 
oe at ny e of them, if your fear 
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DEDICATION. 


61 Tyniing too much honor could but have 
admitted this piece of Juſtice. 


pe” bs 1508 Madam, your Weder and . 
4 dulgence to every thing Mrs. Rowe has 
4 written, cannot with-hold your judgment 
rom ſuſpecting ſome of her expreſſions to 
: de a little too rapturous, and too near a-kin 


3 | to the language of the myſtical writers; yet 
* _ your piety and candor will take no ſuch of- 
# fence as to prevent your belt improvement. 
: by them in all that is divine and holy; and 
; may your retired hours find ſuch happy al. 


Þ ſiſtances and elevations hereby, that you 
may commence the joys of angels, and of 
| Diele PO before-hand. 


Aud when your raluitle life bas been 
a -* long extended, amidſt all the temporal bleſ- 
ſings you enjoy, and the chriſtian virives you 
practiſe, may you at the call of God find a 
gentle diſmiſſion from mortality, and aſcend 
on high to meet your deceaſed friend in pa- 
' radiſe. Nor can 1 ſuppoſe that any of the 
inhabitants of that bliſstul region will ſooner 
gee oniZe your firſt appearance there with 2 
"more tender ſenſe of mutual ſatisfaction. 
"There may you join with your beloved Phi- 
lomela, in paying celeſtial worſhip, in exalt- 
ed and unknown forms, to her God, and 
your God; and may the harmuny of the 
place 
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plies be aſſiſted by your united | org to 
I ESUS, your common Saviour * 


1 Ad; Madam, with Gneerity und eſteem, 


3 
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Your "moſt faithful, and 
Newington, 
ZBept. 29, 
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PREFACE. 


"wh E Bt e ebay of 18 Bee ön⸗ 
al Papers has been in high eſteem among 
the ingenious and the polite, ſince ſo many 
excellent fruits of her pen, both in verſe 
and proſe, have appeared in public. She 
uuas early honoured under the feigned name 
bot Pbilomela, before the world was. allowed 
1 to know Mis. ELIZABETH SNOER by the 
* name drawn from her family, or that ot 
Mrs. Rowe, which ſhe 8 88 by mar- 


V 
ron many of her writings that werg 


=: publiſhed .jn -her life time diſcover a pious 
Aud heavenly temper, and a warm zeal for 
3 religion and virtue—yet ſhe choſe to conceal 
the Devotions of ber Heart, till ſhe was got 
|. beyond the ceniure and the applauſe of 
| mortals, Tas enough that Gop, whom 
mmhe loved with ardent and ſupreme affec- 
{ _ tion, was witneſs to all her ſecret and intenſe 
5 breathings after him. 

In February laſt he was kd to call 
4 her out of our world, and take her to him- 


q ſelf. Some time after her deceaſe theſe 
- manuſcripts were tranſmitted to me all in- 
| 1 vu” in one. a of ore and direQed to 


 FrEFACE 


me at 3 Ae by her own hand: In the 
midſt of them I found her letter, which in- 
treated me to review them and commit them 
to the preſs, This letter I have thou ght 
nece ſſary to ſhow the world, not fo A to 
diſcover my right to publiſh theſe papers, 
as to let the reader — ſomething. more of 
that holy and heavenly. character which ſhe. 
maintained in an uniform maanét Both i 


life and death. 
Tis now almoſt thirty: years ago lince t 


was honoured with her acquaintance, nor 
could her great modeſty conceal all her 
| ſhining graces and accompliſhments ; but 
it is not my province to give a particular 
account of this excellent woman, who has 
bleſſed and adorned our nation and our age. 
al expect her temper, her conduct, and ber 
virtues will be ſet in a juſt and. pleaſing 


light among the memoirs ot her life, by 


ſome near relations, to- whom the care of 
er poetical pieces, and her familiar letters 


is committed. „ 


Theſe Devout Exerciſes, are 1 
with ſuch fire as ſeems to ſpeak the language 


of holy paſſion, and diſcovers - them to be 


the dictates of her heart; and thoſe who 
were favored wih- her chief intimacy Will 
moſt readily believe it. The ſtyle, I con- 
feſs, is raiſed above that of common medi- 
tation or r folilcquy but let it be temem- 
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wp bered I was no common 1 A. 
ber virtves were ſublime, ſo her genius was. 


bright and ſparkling, and the vivacity of 


1 85 ber imagination had a tincture of the muſe 
- almoſt trom her childhood. This made it 


natural to her to expreſs the inward ſenti- 


4 ments of her ſoul 1 in more exalted language, 
aud 0 paint her own ideas i in metaphor and 


0 raptor near a-kin to the dition of. poeſy. 
The reader will here find a ſpirit dwelling. 
in a ficſh elevated into divine tranſports. 


; ö 755 congenial'to thoſe of angels and unbodied 


minds. Her intenſe love to her God kin- 
_ dles at every hint, and tranſcends the limits 


bf mortality. I ſcarce ever met with any 


depotional "writings which gave us an ex- 
i ample of a ſoul,” at ſpecial ſeaſons, ſo far 
raiſed aboye every ming that 1 is not 1mmor- 
tat and divine, 5 = 
305 Let ſhe is conſcious of her fraltcies't too: 
She ſometimes confeſſes her folly and her 
auilt in che fight of God, in the moſt affect 
ing language of a deep humiliation.” #2) ; i 
with a, pathetic, ſenſibility of her weakneſs, . 
and in the ſtiongeſt language of Telf-ditpla- 


Pp, cency, ſhe bewails her offences. againſt her 


9 Creator and Redeemer; and in her inter- 

vals of darkneſs, ſhe vents her painful com- 

\ plaints apd moyrnings for the? abſence of 
her higheſt and beſt beloved, 

| - I it be obſerved that it was woch the 

10 faſnion 


- PREFACE. 5 N 
faſhion, even among ſome divines of emin- 
ence in former years, to expreſs the fervours 
of devout love to out Saviour in the ſtyle of 

the Song of Solomon: And I muſt confeſs 
that ſeveral of my compoſures in verſe, writ- 

ten in younger life, were led by thoſe exam- 
ples unwarily into this track. But if I may 
be permitted to ſpeak the ſenſe of mature 
age, I can hardly think this the happieſt _ 
language in which chriſtians ſhovld 23 1 
diſcover their warm ſentiments of religion, 
ſince the clearer and more ſpiritual revela- 
tions of the New Teſtament, Yer till ic 
mult be owned, there are ſome ſouls favor- 
ed with ſuch beautifying viſits from heaven, 


and raptured with ſuch a flame of divine : 


affection, as more powerfully engages all 
animal nature in their devotions, and con- 
ſttains them to ſpeak their pureſt and moſt 
ſpiritual exerciſes in ſuch pathetic and ten: 
der expreſſions as may be perverſely. profan- 
ed by an voholy conſtruction. And the 
dias and propeoſity toward this ſtyle is yet 
ſtronger, where early impreſſions of piety . 
have been made on the heart wk oeFobe. 
writings of this kind. 
Ie ſhould be remembered alſo, - there is 
nothing to be found here which riſes above 
out ideas; here are none of thoſe abſurd , 
and incomprehenſible phraſes which amuſe 
the ear with ſounding N and 88 
B | on 


'F 


* 5 P R E F A:C: E. 


ſon in forercign contempt : Here are no vi- 
ſionary ſcenes of wild extravagance, no af. 
fectations of the tumid gnd unmeaning ſtyle, 
which ſpreads a glaring confuſion over the 

_ underſtanding ; nothing that leads the read- 
er into the region of thoſe myſtical ſhadows = 
And darkneſs which | abound in the Romiſh 
_ 2 writers, under the pretence of refined light 
and ſubliqme ecſtaſy. Nor is the character 
of this . ingenious author to be blemiſhed 
wich aay other reproaches, which have been 
ſosetimes caſt on ſuch ſort of meditations. 
I know eit hath been faid, that this lan- 
 gvage of rapture addreſſed to the Deity, is 
| but a new tract given to the flow of the 
ſofter powers, after the diſappointment ot 
ſome meaner love; or at leaſt, tis owing-to 
the want of a proper object and opportuni- 
ty to fix thoſe tender paſſions :: But this 
cannot be allowed to be the caſe here; for 
as Mrs. Rowe had been ſought. early by 
ſeveral lovers, ſo ſhe ſpeot ſeveral years of 
younger life in the connubial ſtate with 2 
gentleman of ſuch accompliſhments and 
ſuch circumſtances, that he was well fitted 
to be a partner of her joys and cares, 5 
I know allo, that this ſoft and paſſionare 
turn of religious meditation has jometimes 
beea imputed to injuries and ill treatment in 
the marriage ſtate, whereby the ſame affec- 
tions are weaned from an undeſetvingobjeck, 
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and poured out in amorous language upon 
an object ſupremely worthy and divine, 
But neither has this reproach any pretence 
in the preſent caſe: that happy pair had 


ſouls ſo near a- kin to each other, that — 
preſer ved an uncommon amity, and mutual 
ſatisfact ion, ſo. long as providence favored 
him with life. Tis ſufficiently evident then, 
that in theſe meditations there is no ſecret 
panting after a mortallave ia the . of 
devotion and piety. - 

Nor yet can it be objected, that it was any 


| diſplacence and peeviſhneſs towards other 


things round about her, that taught her to 
expreſs herſelf with ſuch contempt of the 
things ot mortality, and all the gay and 


tempting ſcenes of the preſent tate : ſhe 
was by no means ſour and moroſe, and out 
of humor with the world, nor with her ac- 
| quaintance that dwelt in-it 2 ſhe often con- 
ver ſed freely with the gay and great, and was 


in high eſteem among perſons of rank and 


honor. But honor and rank among mort- 


als, with all the ſcenes of gaiety and great- 
neſs, were little deſpicable and forgotten 
things, while in, her devout moments her 
eye and her heart were fixed on God, the 
ſupreme” original of all excellence and all 
honor. 

la common liſe ſne was affable and "TE 
ly with perlons of 40 ravk and . 5 
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Fat 
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and in her latter years, as ſhe drew nearer 

to heaven, if ſhe avoided any thing it was 

FE eee and public appearances on earth. 
ut "ſhe never ſo concealed and abſttacted 

|  herſelt from the ſociety of any of her fellow- 

©, creatures, as to deſpiſe the meaneſt of her 
'- ſpecies, She was ever kind and compaſſion- 
ate to the diſtteſſed, and largely liberal to 

the indigent. Nor did ſhe neglect the daily 
duties of human life under a vain imagina- 
tion that ſhe moved in a higher ſphere, and 
was ſeraphically exalted above them. 
Isa ſhort, there is nothing in theſe papers 


A „ 
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| that can juſtly ſupport any ſuch ſort of cen- 
ſures, though men of corrupt minds may 
cover the bible itſelf with ſlander and ridi- 0 
cule. Let all ſuch readers ſtand aloof, nor ; 4 
touch theſe ſacred leaves, left they pollute 1 
1 0 
Tho? there is not -one 8 copy of 8 
verſes amongſt all theſe tranſports of ber u 
foul, yer ſhe ever carried with her a reliſh of 0 
poeſy even into her ſacred retirements,— 

Sometimes ſhe ſprings her flight from a line fr 
| or two of verſe, which her memory had im- io 
| pteſſed upon her heart: ſometimes from * 
the midſt of her religious elevations ſhe lights ye 

down upon a few lines of ſome modern po- 
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1 et, even Herbert as well as Milton, &c. tho 

_ ris but ſeldom ſhe cites their names, At 
1 piber times the verſes ſeem to be the effuſion 
| of 


, \ 
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of * own rapturous thoughts i in ſudden 
melody and metre; or at leaſt I know not 
whence the lines are copied: but ſhe moſt 
frequently does me the honor to make uſe 
of ſome of my writings in.verſe in theſe holy 
_ meditations of her heart. Bleſſed be that 
God, who has fo far favored any thing my 
pen could produce, as to aſſilt ſo ſublime A 

devotion. 5 

From the different appearance of che pa- 
per and ink in ſome of theſe pieces, as well 
as from the early tranſcripis of ſeveral 
among her friends, *tis evident they were 
written in her younger days; others are of 
a much later original, though there is but 
one that bears a Date, and that is April 30, 
1735. They ſeem to have been penned at 
ſpecial ſeaſons and occaſions througtiout the 
_ courſe of her life. A few of them bear the 
corrections or additions of her own pen, 
which diſcovers itſelf by a little d: fference 
of the hand-writivg, 

Though ſhe was never tem pied away 
| from our common chriſtianity into the faſh- 
ionable apoſtacies of the age, yet I am well 
informed from many hards, that in her latter 

years ſhe entered with more zeal and affec- 
tion into ſome of the peculiar doArines of 
the goſpel : And 's evident that ſome of 
_ theſe devotional pieces have a more evan- 
gelie turn than wane and Probs W 
| EE 
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2 of thoſe were compoſed or barrkited i in the 
latter part of life. The oppoſition which 
| has: of late been made to ſome of theſe 
_ . truths, gave occaſion to her further ſearch 
into them, and her zeal for them, Howev- 
er, I have placed theſe papers all as I found 
them pinned up in a wrapping-paper, tho? 
Tis evident, from plain circumſtances, this 
is not the order in which they were written, 


nor is that of any great importance, 


Tbo' theſe writings give us the aſpira- 
tions of a devout ſoul in her holy retire- 
ments, when ſhe had no deſign to preſent 
the public with them; yet they did not 
want a great deal of adjuſtment or correc- 
tion in order to fee the light. The num- 
bers and the titles are added by the publiſh- 
er, as well as the breaks and pauſes, which 
give a ſort of reſt to the reader's. mind, and 
make the review more eaſy. Here and there 
a too venturous flight is a little moderated; 

ſometimes a meditation or ſentence is com- 


pleted, which ſeemed very im perfect, or 2 ; 


ſhort line or two inſerted to introduce the 
ſenſe where the language ſeemed too abrupt 


or the meaning too obſcure, Her ſoul had 


a large ſet of ideis in preſent view, which 
© made every expreſſion ſhe uſed eaſy and 
perſpicuous to herſelf when ſhe wrote only 


for her own uſe; tho' ſometimes her entire 
" feale might not be quite ſo obrious to eve. 
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ry reader without a little introduQon into 
her tract of ſentiments, Upon the whole, 
1 muſt acknowledge I was very unwilling 


that this excellent work ſhould loſe any de- 
grees of elegance and brightneſs by paſſing 


through my hands. 3 
8 When the manuſcript came firſt under 
my reviſal, I read it aver with the eye of 2 


critic and a friend, that I might publiſh eit 


with honor to che hand that wrote ir, and 
with religious entertainment and advantage 
to the world: Nor was this employment 


deſtitute of its proper fatisfation. But nev- 


er did I feel the true pleaſure of theſe medi- 


tations, till I had finiſhed this labour of the 
bead, and began to read them over again 23 


devout exerciſes of the brart—Then I endeav- 
ored to eater mare entirely into the ſpirit of 
the pious author, and attempted to aſſume 
her language as my own, But how much 
ſuperior was the ſatisſactioo which I receiv- 


ed from this review, eſpecially whereſvever 


I had reafon to hope T could ptonounce her 
words with Gaceiity of ſoul, How bappity 


did this raiſe and entertain all my pleaſing 


paſſions, and give me another ſort of delight 


than the dry critical per uſal of them, in or- 
der to judge concerning their propriety ? 
But I confeſs alſo, it was an abaſing and 
mortifyiog thought when I found how often 
1 was conſtrained to drop the ſublime ex- 
OY preſſion 


wi PREFACE. 


preſſion from my lips, or forbid my tongue 
to uſe it, becauſe my 6wn attainments ſunk 
ſo far beneath thoſe ſacred elevations of ſpir- 

it, and fell ſo far ſhort of theſe tranſcendent 
degrees of divine affection and zeal. 

Let me perſuade all that peruſe this book, 
to make the ſame experiment that I have 
done ; 2nd when they have ſhut out the 
world, and are reading 1n their retirements, 

let them try how far they can ſpeak this 
| language, and aſſume theſe ſentiments as 
1 their own: and by aſpiring to follow them, 
| may they find the ſame ſatis faction and de- 
! light, or at leaſt learn the profitable leſſons 
of ſclf abatement and holy ſhame—and may 
1 a noble and glorious ambition excite in 
" their breaſts a ſacred zeal to emulat& ſo il- 
luſtrious an example. Whatſoever ardors 
ot divine love have been kindled in a ſoul 
united to fleſh and blood, may alſo be kin- 
dled by the ſame influences of grace in oth- 
er ſpirits, labouring under the ſame clogs 
and impediments, = 

But perhaps it will be neceſſary here to 
give a caution to ſome humble chriſtians, 
that they would not make theſe higher ele- 
vations of piety and holy joy the teſt and. 
ſtandard by which to judge of the ſincerity 

of their own religion, Ten thouſand ſaints 
are arrived ſafe at paradiſe, who have nat 
been favored, like St, Paul, with a rapture 
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PREFACE. xvii 


into the third heaven, nor could ever ariſe 


to the affect ionate tranſports and devout 
Joys of Mrs. Rowe ; yet I hope all ſerious 
readers may find ſomething here, which, 
through the aids of the bleſſed Spirit, may 
raiſe them above their uſual pitch, may give 
a new ſpring to their religious pleaſures, 
and their immortal hopes, and thereby ren- 
der their lives more holy and heavenly. 
That the publication of this little book 
may be favored with the divine blefſing for 
this happy end, is the fincere deſite and re- 
queſt of the publiſher, as it was the real 
motive of the ingenious and pious writer, 
to commit them by my hand to the public 
view, This ſufficiently difcovers itſelf in 


the following letter. 


1 WE] 


'To the Revzrevp h 


De.  Warrs, at Newington, 


was, opinion 1 have of. your piety and 
judgment, is the reaſon of my giving 
you the trouble of looking over theſe papers, 
in order to publiſh them z which I deſire 
you to do as ſoon as you can conveniently 
only you have full liberty to ſuppreſs what · 
ever you think proper. 
1 think there can be na vanity in this de- 
Mgn, for J am ſenſible ſuch thoyughes x 
will not be for the taſte of the modiſh part 
of the world; and before they appear, 1 
hall be entirely diſintereſted in the cenſure 
or applauſe of mortals, 
I be reflections were occaſionally written, 
and only for my own improvement; but 1 
am not without hopes that they may have 
the lame effect on ſome pious minds, as the 
reading the experiences of others have had 
on my own foul, The experimental part 
of religion has generally a greater influence 
than its theory ; and if, when I am ſleeping 
in the duſt, theſe ſoliloquies ſhould kindle a 
flame of divine love in the heart of the loweſt 
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Mrs Rowe's Letter, Gr. wx 
aad moſt deſpiſed chriſtian, be the glory 
benignity. 


1 have now done with mottal things, and 
all to come is vaſt eternity eternity 


. Gad exiſts, my being and happineſs is ſecure. 
creation cannot limit, ſhall be latis fied for 


pleaſure, and be refreſhed with the emana- 
tions of original life and joy. 1 ſhall hear 
the voice of uncteated harmony ſpeaking 
peace and ineffable conſolation to my ſoul. 
I expe& eternal life, not as a reward (of 
merit) but a pure act of bounty. Deteſtin 

myſelf in every view I can take, I fly to the 


Redeemer, for pardon and ſalvation; this 
1s my only conſolation and hope. Enter 


for in thy ſigbt ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. 
Through the blood of the Lamb I hope 
for an entire victory over the laſt enemy; 


| have reached the celeſtial heights ; and while 
you are reading theſe lines, I ſhall be ador- 


gaiſhing defires ſatisfied with the full Tfhi- 
tion of immortal love. Adieu. 4 
RE. . E IIZ. Rows, 


given to the great ſpring of all grace and 


How tranſporting is the found f as long as. 
Theſe unbounded deſires, which the wide 
ever. I ſhall drink at the fountain head of 


righteouſneſs and atonement of my great. 


not into judgment, O Lord, with thy ſervant ; 


and that before this comes to you, I fhall 


ing before the throne of God, where faith 
| ſhall be turned into viſion, and theſe lan- 
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5 Supreme Love wo GOD. ; 
| HY, O my God, muſt this mortal f 

truQure put ſo great a ſeparation 
between t my ſoul and thee ? I am ſurrouoad- : 
ed with thy eſſence, yet I cannot perceive | 
hee: I follow thee, and trace thy tootſteps 1 
in heaven and earth, yet I cannot overtake K 
thee; thou art before me, and I cannot ls 


reach thee ; and behind. 570 and I perceive : " 


' thee nor. 1 


O thou, whom un 42 1 love, by what 2 
powertul influence doſt thou attract my 7 
' foul ? The eye has not ſeen, nor the ear Þ a 
| heard, nor has it entered into the heart ot ( 
man to conceive, what thou art; and yet 1 5 
| love thee beyond all that mine eye hath | 


| Teen, or my ear heard, beyond all that my 

heart can comprehend. Thou q hleſt in 

_ heights of glory to which no humalithbught 

can ſoar, and yet thou art mote at and 

intimate to my ſoul. than any of the objects 

"of ſenſe, Theſe cars haye never heard (by 8 
Fe "  _ 


YAY 


: the pK 
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voice, and yet I am better acquainted with 
thee, and can rely on thee with more confi- 
dence, than on the deareſt friend ; have on 
earth. 

My beart cer to thee, O Lord, as its 
only refuge, and finds in thee a ſecret and 
conſtant ſpring of conſolation. I ſpeak to 
thee with the utmoſt confidence, and think 
thy being my greateſt happineſs. The re- 
flection on thy exiſtence and greatneſs recre- 
ates my ſpirits, and fills my heart with ala- 
erity ; my foul overflows with pleaſure, I 
rejoice, I triumph in thy independent bleſſ- 
edneſs, and abſolute dominion, Reign, O 
my God, forever glorious and uncontroled, 

I; a worm-of the earth, would join my aſ- 
ent with the infinite orders above, with all 
thy flaming miniſters who rejoice in thy king- 
ou and glory, ; 


Tho not with them, thy happier race, allow'd 


To view the bright unveil'd divinity ; 
(By no audacious glance from mortal eyes, 
Thoſe myſtic glories are to be profan'd) 8. 


5 But yet I feel the ſame immortal flame, 
Ad love thee, tbo unſeen. 


1 love thee—-- Thus far I can ſpeak, but 
all the eſt is unutterable; and I muſt leave 
ag tale untold till I can talk in the 
language of immortality : and then 'H be- 
gin the tranſporting ſtory, which ſhall never 


come to an end, but be ſtill and ſtill begin- 


D ning 3 


22 Dovout Excncues 

| 1 for thy beauties, O thou faireſt of ten 
thouſand, will ill be new, and-ſhall kindle 
freſh ardor in my ſoul to all eternity, The 
ſacred flame ſhall riſe, nor find any limits till 
thy perfections find a period. 
I T love thee, and O thou that knowelt all 
things, read the charaRer that love has drawn 
on my heart: what excellence but thine in 
heaven and earth could raiſe ſuch aſpirations 
of ſoul, ſuch ſublime and fervent affections 
as thoſe [ feel ? what could fix wy ſpirit but 
boundleſs perte&ion ? what is there elſe for 
' whoſe ſake I could deſpiſe all created glory? 
why am [ oo! at celt here among ſecoſible en- 
W whence ariſe theſe importunate 
ongings, theſe infinite defires ? why does 
not the complete creation ſatisfy, or at leaſt 
delude me with a dream of happineſs ? why 

do not the objects of ſenſe awake a more ar- 
dent ſentiment than things diſtant and invi- 
 fible ? why ſhould I, who ſay 10 corruption 
thou art my father, alpire, alter a union with 

the immenſe divinity ? 

You angels of Gd het benold bis face, 
explain to me the ſacred myſte ry 4 tell me 
how this heavenly flame begab, untiddle its 
wonderous generation. : who hath animated 
this mortal flame with celeſlial fire, and giv- 
en a clad of carth this diene ambition? 
what could kindle it but the breath of God, 

— which kindled up my ſoul? and to thee, its 
amiabie 
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amiable original, it aſcends; it breaks thro? 
all created perfection, and keeps on its reſt- 
leſs courſe to the firſt pattern of beauty. 
Te flow'ry varieties of the earth, and you 
ſparkling glories of the ſkies, your blandiſh- 
ments are vain, while I purſue an excellence 


: | that caſts a reproach on > all your glory. 1 


would fain cloſe my eyes on all the various 
and lovely appearances you preſent, and 
= would open them on a brighter ſcene, I 
= have deſires which nothing viſible can grat- 
ity ; to which no material things are ſuita- 
ble. O when ſhall I find objects more en- 
tirely agreeable to my intelleQtual faculties ? 
my ſoul ſprings forward in purſuit of a dif- 
tant good, whom I followed by ſome faint 
ray of ligbt, which only glimmers by ſhort 
intervals before me, Oh ! when will it diſ- 
perſe the clouds, and break out in full {plen- 
dor on my ſoul ?. - 
Bot what will the opeh viſion of thy beau- 
tics effect, if while thou art but faintly ima- 
gined, [ love thee with ſuch a ſacred fervor. 
To what bleſſed heights ſhall my admiration 
riſc, when I ſhall behold thee in full perfec- 
tion; when I ſh.1] ſee thee as thou art ex- 
alted in majeſty, and complete in beauty ? 
how ſhall I ttiumpb theo in thy glory, and 
19 the privileges of my own being? what 
ine ffable thoughts will riſe to find myſelf 
united to the all- ſufficient divinity, . _ 
whic 
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which the ſons of men have no names to ex- 
preſs, by an engagement that the revolution 
of eternal years ſhall not diſſolve? the league 
of nature ſhall be broken, and the laws of 
the mingled elements be cancelled ; but my 
relation to the almighty God ſhall ſtand fix- 
ed and unchangeable as his own exiſtence ! 
Nor life, nor death, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 
to come, all ever ſeparate me from his love. 
'Trivmph, O my ſovl, and rejoice; look 

forward beyond the period of all terreſtrial 
things: look beyond ten thouſand ages of 
celeſtial bleſſedneſs, look forward ſtill, and 
take an . immeaſurable proſpect; preſs on 
and leave unnumbered ages behind, ages of 
ineffable peace and pleaſure; plunge at Once 
into the ocean of bliſs, and call erer itſelf 
thy own, Fo 

There are no limits to the profpek of my 
joy; it runs parallel with the duration of the 
infinite divinity, my bliſs is without bounds; 
O when ſhall the full 8 of it com- 

mence | e 
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1 mighty promiſe ſhines; 5 
Nor can the pow'rs of darkneſs raxe 
"Thoſe everlaſting lines. 
The 


ehe aar, 2 
be ſacred ward. of grace is fron 
op 4 9 which +. pr5y rap „ 

Te woice that rolls"the Lars along, 

| Speaks all the. promiſes. 
And they are all built on the mend 
troth and goodneſs of thy nature. Thou 
doſt not ſpeak at random, like vaia man; 
| but” whatever thou haſt engaged to perform, 
is the reſult of eternal N and deſign. 
Fbou baſt uttered nothing that thou canſt 
ese occaſion to alter on à ſecond review 
tou cagnſt promiſe nothing to thy own dam- 
c age, nor be a loſer by the utmoſt liberality. 
1 Thou art every way qualified to make good 
chr engagements, by the lone of thy rich- 
7 | 1 es and power 
2 
If 


Nor haſt thou any neceſſity to Batter ay 
creatures, or to ſay kinder things to them 
than thou meaneſt ro fulfil, Miſerable man 

can bring no advantage to thee, nor has he 

= any thing 

Z benefit bas he prevented thee ? vp what 
right can he demand the leaft of thy fa- 
vors? 1 are all free and un-— 
conſtrained, founded on thy own bent fi- 

| cence, and not on the merits of thy creature. 

| While F conſider this, my expectations rite, 
| 1 ſet no limits to my hopes: | look wp with 
I confidence, and call thee-my Fatber, dag Wich 5 
| a humble faith, I claim every advantage 


E 


to claim from thee. By what Wo 


: ihar rn name Ts mY heart. Wa- 


fear and difiruſt are-inconfiftent with my 


1 0 ae in. ae ee 1 $ \ 


thoughts of the bene 
Every name and attebute by which thou 


cence of thy nature. 


| | haſt revealed: thyſelt to man confirms. my 


faith. Thy life, thy being is engaged: 1 
may as well queltian thy exiſtence, as thy 
faithfulneſs ;_ as ſure; as thau art, thou arc 
juſt and ttue. 1 he/proteſtation of che moſt 
laithful friend I: have, cannot give me half 
the conſolation: that thy promiſes give me. 
T hear vain man with diffidence, I bid my 


. foul beware of troſting falſe mortality.;. -but 


5 tered by the fleeting winds, but ſhall ſtand 


1 hear thy voice with Joy and. full aſſurance. 
Thy words are not wiit-in ſand, nor ſcat- 


in force when heaven ard earth ſhall be no 
more, Eternal ages ſhall not diminiſh their 

efficacy, nor alter what the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken. I believe, I believe with 
the moſt perfect aſſent; I know that 2 


21t, and that thou art a rewarder af them that 


F diligemtyſe 


el thee; I feel the evidence, for 


tho haſt not left _ 981 5 8 in 
ge n. "EF 


te * 
een a7 * _— 
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7M Il. Lois pray the „ 70 GOD. 

| AX God, to thee my ſig hs aſcend, eve- 
4 2d complaint I 8 ends with ay 
name : e 1 my on the found, I 


5 51 


2 
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tion 3 it has flo 


W UW 
{peale k over, agein,/ and Bag. chat all m 


carey hegin and end in cbee. 
hold the fupreme beauty, I pant tor the fair 


 otiginal of all chat is lovely, for beauty bat 


is yet unknown, and for. igtellQval pl 
ures yet untaſted. 

My heart alpires, "73 
the bounds of creation, and def ile x 
mortality can preſent me, with. "was form- 
ed for celeſtial joys, and find coylelt capable 
of the Entertainments of angels. Why may 
T not begin my heaven: below, and taſte at 
125 5 the ſprings of Pleaſute WG tow 

l 18 forever k r 

e drink my GH, theſe founcaine 
are ſtill en hauſtſeſt ; . of kappydbuls. 
quench dheir- infinite deſites there 3. millions 


95 % 


vithes fy che i 


of happy orders of beings gaze on thy beau 


ty, and are made partakers of thy. —_— 
neſs 3 Wen art bi Gill undiminided. No 
liberelicy can waſte the ſtore of thy. porter. 

ed from eternity, and runs- 
hy mult. I, . for 


tarever frefh, at 
want, ? 


My thirſty foul pines for the waters 


8 
11 
3 
— 


life, Ok I who wil refreſh. me, with. the. | 


pleaſurable, draught ? how long all wan- 
der ig this deſarc land, mere every prol- 
ect is waſte and barren ; I look round me 


im vaio, and Gigh fill ada, oh | Mh 


N * me to * ſtill waters, and make 


* long: io. be- 
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80 wb rope © in TROY 
xy are forever at 
ours of erpectation $i 


| Come, Lord 


enough: what am I better than my Favours 3 


mands, attending thy pleaſure; O ſpeak, 
and incline my ear to hear; give me my 


"IU ated an 
* how tedious are the 


1 


V 
, — 


im biad doth burn | ny beat ir fic 
© Phi hes tt er, vr ey; CY 
ing wounds me to the Ay. 
7 gaſpeth night and 150 

thyſelf to —.. 
8 to les. 


Ditpatch thy commiſſions 3 prong we 7 
Vork, and activity to perform it, and let me 
as bireling fulfil my day. Lord, tis 


they are dead, and I am mortal. WA 
Te but a firanger and a pilgrim here, © 


bes "is the id reins, ee and frrn, 
. - Reſtleſs and ſighing for ny native bome, _ 


Longing to reach my weary ſpace of life, 


=” to fulfil my taſt. Ob! haſte the 4 4 
Of joy and ſweet repoſe, Tranſporting bope f 


Lord, here am I waiting for thy com- 


work, let me finiſh it, and gain wy diſmil- 
on from this body of fin and eh 3 this 


hated clog of error na guilt, of corruption 
and vanity. Oh! let me drop this load, 
nag bid thele ſcenes of guilt a final adieu. 


1 have waited for thy ſalvation, © Lord; 


8 3 * NE let me into REY holy babia- 


tion ” 
9 


— 


n tw Jong fall I pine at this diſtance 
From thee 2 7 wh can 1 ſpeak to ſhow thee 
wy. pain, to utter my anguiſh, when 1 fear 


the loſs of my God e oh! ſreak wg 


ing word, and corfirm wy hope ! 


' Tranſporting moment! when will thou, appe ar, 


3 and baniſb all my fear F 


— 


in this land of fatigue and tolly ! what is 


this life but a ſorry tireſome round, a circle 
of repeated. vanities ?. happineſs has been 
never ſeen in it ſince fin and folly entered; 


all is empty appearance, or Nag labor, or 
E vexation. 


Ae with Ve my — init, faber, 
And fain would be at reſt. Oh! let me enter 


Of life, begin an everlaſting ſabbath. 


bourly langurſhed after the habitation of my 


God; My heart grows ſick, and I almoſt 
expire under theſe delays : Wbat have I. 
me from thee? What to re- 
ious hours of abſence ? I have 


| here to 

lieve the t 
procured all-below the fun, vanity and 
vexation ; all inſipid and burthenſome.— 
Amid health and plenty, friends and rep- 


2 thou art wy only joy, my higheſt 6 
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o, O my Father, and my Janes.” 7 
Fries, 7 nb out my requeſts to thee - 
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Thoſe ſacred ſeats, and after all the it 


Tet again, O Lord, I aſk OE to tell 
- thee, J have -waited for thy ſalvation, and 


9 
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=: ai and my 5 ſupreme,delight. on thee my 

bol fixes. all her hopes; there 1 reſt ina 

Cekleſtial calm1.Oh J. let it got be broken 

wich. carthly other ; ler me live vomoleſt. 
ed with” wy cares or "achights of feoſe. 


Ne Ob It me flee 9 
run wall the and ond hoe * 0 thee, 


''S 34% 7 $5 


C1 ure 1'3ddreſs cher, hy God, with 
ao more" Confidence k Why do 1 
 ihdulg e theſe retndins of uttbelief, and har- 
| bout theſe returns of infidelity and Otto? 
A Can I ſurvey we earth, cen 1 gene on the 
„ dtructere ot che heaveos, and aſk if neu art 

| ablewaelivec? Can Leal in 

ability d ſuecbr me, when 1\confider the 
_ general and patcicular inſtancrs af thy good» 
neſs and power? One age to another, in 
1 1 ſuceaſſida, hath conveyed. the records 

„ 2 by glory 2 eee Been 
1 r in thee, 

15 888 


I hey: dave egcquraged 
me, my ou cxperience has eacourag ged . 
to truſt in thee forever. | 
The ſun may fail 1 and. men. in vain 
expect its lighi- thy truth, thy faith ⸗ 


1 41 ge of # nature 


How broad thy kingdom, how, d, 


Tes but Sug. 


Wand atten me * Lam, It ſhall: 


% it "oe Py Wisuteble, Zuck capſt a not «th 
"any change deceive the hopes of thoſe chat 
truſt in hee; I adore thy power, and ſub- 


ſecribe to thy goodneſs and fidelity, and 
what farther objection would my unbelief 


taiſe? I any thing too hard for God to ac- 
'compliſh ? Can t e united force ah car 
-and Fell reſiſt his vin? 


Great God, how wide os a 


Aae and ee Fave, and cence ne 


f thine, 


heifers 1 oth my ſelf Antordiosly ts. 


4 ah; and renounee all the terror and all the 
ebafidence that r ariſe ee e or 
earth beſides. | 


Not from the duft bs rt or forr forrows ; firing 


Let all the baleful 7 ot 


Their * 1 
Tbeir mingled e Fg, 
the: eternal Kings. ©» 4 00 6 


Tool thro the clouds, and Meme maths 
"0966 4 


5s e and L hall bs blefled : 


bleiſed: without.ceſerve or limitation; blefied. 
in my 
ſitting 
and bleſſed to all etetuny. 


Jing: out, and coming in; ia my 
own and ring up z. bleſſed in time, 


from thy lips will influence the whole: cren- 
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That bleſfing 


3 
2 
2 


— — 2 
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* TEE Den nee 
AC. before wen s leadion Hh ght, and follow I 
| me as my protecting an wel. When I lie | 

7, Gown. it will cover me, I call reſt beneath a 
the ſhadow.of the Moſt Hi gb, and dwell n 
Mg fafely in the ſecrets of his 9 hache, © | 7 
Yer Thy kingdom ruleth over all, 12 Lord, 7 
and thou doft according tb thy will in the ar- | 
mies of beaven, and among the inhabitants of : 
the earth: I confeſs and acknowledge thy | 
= er- The ways of man are not at 7 
bis own diſpoſal, but all his goings ate or- 1 
|  dered by thee ; all events are in thy hands, 0 
and thou only canſt ſucceed or diſappoint 
bis hopes. if thou blow bn his. deſigns 
 -they are forever blaſted; if thou bleſs then, 2 
neither earth-nor- hell can hinder their ſuve- 
ceſs: therefore I apply myſclf immediately I 
do thee „F : 
—— me without thee. A ky 
| Hence from my heart, ares fie AL 
| Te ſounding names of vanity tl TY 155 
Wo more my tongue all ſarr ce . 10 
 _ 1Dovbance and-nature, tales and Fogg i 

4; — Ereatures without aGod can yield me no f uppli | 
Not all che power of men on earth, nor \T 
1 = = nor ſaints in heaven, can help or re- © 
iN exe me in the leaſt exigence, if a God : 16 
3 dice himſelf and ſand: afar off from me. th 
Second csuſes are all at thy direction, and th 

] Fan = = hn e a * thee. ve 


tire granted: Say, Let there be light, and 


a the Hane 33 ; 


Lord eben my thoughtful ſoul 1 
Fire, air, and earth, and * and feas, 
I call them all my 
Commiſſion d by my * s "will, f 
Poi ſon ſhall cure, or balm ſhall kill z. 
Vernal ſuns,” or Zephyrs breath 
May burn or blaſt the plants 10 death, 
That ſharp December ſaves. 
What can Winds ar planets log, 
But a precarious power ? 
The fun is all-in darkneſs lat, 
ire Hall be fire, and fire be "TY 
When be appoints the hour. 
At thy command, nature and neceſſity ate 
no more; all things are alike eaſy to a God: 
ſpeak but thou the word, and my defires 


there ſhalt be light. Thou canſt look me 
into. peace, when che tumult of thoughts 
raiſe a ſtorm within. Bid my ſoul be Nin, 
and all its tempeſt ſhall obey the. 

I depend only on thee; do thou ſmile, 
ond all the world may frown.: Do thou 
ſucceed my affairs, and I ſhall fear no ob- 
ſtacle that earth or hell can put in my way. 
Thou only art the object ot my fear, and all 
N deſires ate directed to thee, _ 

Human things have loſt their being and 
their names, and vaniſh into nothing before 
| theez they are but ſhades and diſguiſes to 
© veil the active divinity, Oh! let me break 

w 7 - + 9 


——U —f—ẽ , — — 


35 throogh! all theſe ſeparations, and hs and 


8 efar off, and not near at band ? Is there any 


Debout Exnncitts £ 1 


confeſs the great, the governing cauſe. Let 
no appearance of created' things, however 
ſpecious, hide thee from my view: Let me 
| look thro? all to thee, nor caſt a glance of 
love or hope below thee. With a holy 
contempt let me ſurvey the ample round of 
the creation, as lying in the hollow of thy 
hand, and every being in heaven and on 
f earth, as unmoveable by the moſt potent 
cauſe i in nature, till commiſſioned by thee to 
do me good or. hurt. Oh!] let thy hand be 
with me to keep me from evil, and let me 
abide onder the ſhadow of the Almighty : 
I ſhall be ſecure in thy pavilion. To thee 
1 * ou ſheker n al the * of mortality. 


1 . : _ —— 
v. 10 cob 4 4 din Help, « and ever near. 


"HOU. walt ſood of me, O my God, 

when I ſought thee not; and wilt 
thou fly tom me when I ſeek thee? Am I 
giving my breath to the wind, and ſcattering 
my petitions in the air ? Is it a vain thing 
to call upon God? and is there no profit in 
crying to the Almighty ? Ari thou @ God 


place exempt from thy prelence ? Any dit- 


tance whence my cries cannot reach thee ? t 


Can any darkneſs hide me from thy eyes? 
. N bt, 


thee ?: 


— 


or, 7, is there a corner of creation unviſited by 
thee ? Doſt thou not fill heaven and earth, 


and am not I ſurrounded by thy immenſity ? 


Are my defires unknown to thee ? or, is 


chere a thought in my heart concealed from 
Doſt not thou who haſt formed the 

ear, hear? Canſt thou forget the work of 

thy own hands? or, retired far in the hea- 
| vens, full of thy own happineſs, canſt thou 
leave thy creation to miſery and diſorder, 
S helpleſs and hopeleſs ? Are the ways of man 
at his own diſpofal, and his paths undirected 
by thee ? Is calling on the liviog God, no 
more than worſhipping a dumb idol? Canſt 
thou, like them, diſappoint and moch d . 
adorers?? 


Art thou unacquainted with the extent af 


© thy own power, that thou ſhouldſt promiſe 
beyond thy ability to perform? or art thou 
4 a man, that Houldſt lie; or the ſon of man, 
bbat ſhouldft repent ? Is thy faithfulneſs un- 
certain, and thy power precarious ? Are 
thoſe perfections imaginary for which men 
adote thee? and thy gracious names inſig- 
nificant titles? Do the children of men in 
vain put their truſt under ihe ſhadow of thy 
| wings ? Art not thou à preſent belp in the 
| time of trouble? and is there no ſecurity in 
| the ſecret places of the Moſt High? Whi- 


ther then ſhall I look in my- Ciſtrely ? to 
IOW hall [ Meg: laber F from 1 4 


| £ ps In of 4 ihe Hzanr,” . 35 


x 
- 4 - 1 "Ar - 
8 ALES "EN - 7 == 
- — 2 N 2 WE; — 


* 
N 7 p ** 
—— — — 
W "Ie __ — 2 


. 
6 
, 
s — 
EX 
[4 
7 
Bd 
. 
« Va. 
13s 
3 
NP 
LY 
5 
1 
"I 
— " 
2 4 
1 
1 
7 be 1 
74 
1 
þ +; 
4 
4 2 
3 
8 5 L 1 
- 
177 
2 
A 
A 
S * 
1 
4% 
4 
7s 
PR 
= 1 7 
0 * 
. 0 
9 „ 
"1 ö 
8 
1 
(3 
4 54 
1 
* fi 
"x 
; * 
5 
” XL 
77 
i 
3 
oy 1 
ö { 
e by. 
» =X 
_ 
. "'X $ q 
: p £2 
#: 
Ke £ 
1 4 
Hi * 
* 
= 
E ; 
8 
Fc 
* * 
* 
N. k 
= 7 
7 
1 T 3 
| - 
$ 53) 
24 
. * 4 4 
*N J 4 
1 
WP # 
* 
42 OL 
1 1 — 
44 f 
9 
"2:4 
Rs 
4 3} =P 
IE 
: - 
3 
? 
4 
*3 
19 
"at. 
* 
bs. 
"93 
hat: © 
Lag 
7 
19 
x G 
bs | 
* 
<4 
#8 
22 
wu 
£4 
by 1 
, 
+ 
2 
N 
1 
Sz 
1 
. 
TP 


BY 
7 3 
wid 


* «Ih 
— 7 — r 


en © - 
f 2 2 2 


"Ie . 
* C- 
— . 


2 — — 1 r 
— = * "gs 2 — . 


a a «A 
mu, ER 


Go tor me? 


Ty Devout 4 6 
EN Hall L enped relief, it there is no help | in 


Baut, oh! what unrighteouſneſs have my 
| fathersever r found in thee ? What injuſtice 
can I charge thee with? What breach of 
truth, or want of pity, have the recorfs of 
thy actions ever been ſtained with the breach 
of faithfulneſs? Art thou not my only 
hope, and my long experienced ſupport? 
Have I ever found help from the creatures 
when thou haſt failed me? Have I, or can 
1 have, à greater certainty than thy word to : 
depend on? Can any other power defend ot 
deliver like thee ? Thou preſs rock and th 
"work is perfeB, tor all thy ways are judgment: 
4 God of iruth, and without i Nene, ; Juſt ani 

right art thou. With my laſt breath I willy * 
Witneſs to thy truth and faithfulneſs, and 

n 1 re N of men. ©! 


vl 'Gop an 2 lden Good, 5 70 0 | 
Happineſs, * 
777 "HY "io wy heart ſo Jar Fer thee 
1 n. are my thoughts 10 more ij d 
Mitb thee, no more by niebt? 
1 '# "wy Should my fooliſh paſſons — 
Where can ſuch ſavectneſs ls 
a 1 bave 15 in thy _ 


Where can ropes to meet. boch joys 35 
this miles have given me? Where can I 


bac plesſüre ſo flncere and vnallay ed? 
Wes I have enjoyed the light of thy. coun- 
f tenance, and the ſenſe of thy love, has nat 

8 all my. foul been filled * Have 1 found aoy 
1 or emptineſs? Has there been any 
wem left for defire, or any proſpect beyond, - 
ez beides the more perfect enj yment of w] 
n God ? Have not all the glories of the world 


been dar heed, and turned into blackneſs 
8nd deformity? Hon Poor, how. contewpt- 
ible have t appeared or rather, _ 
= they not all diſappeared and vaniſhed a 
dreams and ſhado ws in the noon of day, and 
under the: blaze of ſun- beams. 
' Thaye neuer found ſatiefaction 11 85 thig 
but io God; why then del wander from 
bim 2: Why do I leave the fountain! of liyi 
water for broken ciſter ns? Why got? ab 2 
Jon the full ocean in ſearch of 84 
1 Ateame? What account can 1 give for foll 
ze this ? I can promiſe myſelf nothing 
ftom the creature 3˙ thoſe expeRations Wall 
deetive me no more. It is 4hov, 958 
chou art the only object of my pen 7206 
4 it is chou only Wat ep "make we 
Vappp. 
It chou bea wh being is cups Thy 
indignation! is hell with all its terrofs. Let 
ne nover feel: that, aud I defy! 11 things. 


wo 8 i elſe 


FER E 3 


here 


. 
| 
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FT: e * 
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: 1. 18 
7 to le .me. miſerable; | 1. en einde. 


1 af... lear ar dene ſicent author 
of my be . 0 au ſappart. of lite, to 
| thee 1, dire my withes, choſe deſirts which | 


1 this levity, and 


2 4e, e power miy love cn” 


© Suffer. me never to art from thee 3 fuch . 
2 confinement wete ſweeter: than liberty: 
Thy. joe is eaſy, and thy buriben light. 1: 
ſhall Wiel the chain that binds me to thee. 
Ob! give me ſuch a view of thy beauty as. 


| | grieve, 1 


i 3 oy 


| evans Ein eus 


pendent. on all nature, co abge; only apply 


thou wilt approve, while I aſk. bur the hap- 
pineſs Twas created to-erjoy.. Oh! fix al 
my expectation, on thee, agd free me. from, 

igeonflavcy, ; . 


on; Almighty Gn, N | 
Pri round in thy embrace , © 
Pity the: deer that would be thine,” 


ww 


IIa 


I 
Ades 
att { 
Snot 
oo 


S 


{ſhall fix My volatile heart forever 3 fuch a F D's 


view as ſhall determine all its motions, and . 
de a conſtant | conviction. how table 5 


An er from the. 
7 it that L teliſ any thing e thy 


ve,? Oh! no. I appeal even to thee, who 


bp? not be deceived, and knoweſt the in- 


moſt ſecrets of my ſoyl.; Thou knoveſtÞ . 
where the balance of my love falls, and that 
my wanderings are not deliberate 3 that ! 
1 ſigh for my folly z hovldRt, thon 


is not 1 choice that I torſake thee. 


tor We 


Vn Ide Rar? hy 39 
bandes ws, l cat hever forgive mykel, te” 


wy. v3 


2% 
& * 


Il know'it is inexcuſable. | 
I want' nothing when 1 am poſſeſſed of © 5 
„eee; without. thee I want all things. Thou | 
- {Wet the centre of all my paſſions; I hare | | 
1 7 


no hope but what is thine; no joy but what - 
os trom thee : My greateſt fears are thoſe - 
Jof lofing thee ; my inmoſt care is to ſecure _ 
5 E favor. This is the ſubje& of my deep- 
eſt atx ey: Every ſigh 1 breathe ends in 
3 Why name, and hat loved name alone allays 
4 every anguiſh of wy ſ6ul, and e its 


= © udeft. tempeſfs, a . 
<>. | From thy — or favour att *iy Joys ö 
r ſotrons ſpring : thy frowus can wake 
1. e ivfinitely miſerable, thy favour can make 
ce. ne icfinitdy bleſſed. I can defy hell, & ſmile 
as In the — 66; death, whilſt Þ can call thee 
b 2 ſine. My God?! ſtilſ let me bleſs the ſound,” i 
0d by part with all things rather than tenounce | | 0 
ble n propriety in thee: let me hold it to my 1 
8 Ln breath, 0d cee it wan . _— : 
Get ah "debiag Sith} derkty av 11 8 
ſo by all is peaceable and ſerene” withing + WW 
{ernal love and immortal pleafure's I de- 4 
Je uo more: imagination ſtops here, and | 
ic I my wiſhes are luſt in eternal plenty, . i 
Wy God | moreicanner be aſked, and wh 
; MS 1 halls be infiaitety miſerable,“ The 8 
—_— the "ſkies * Wl buying hs i 
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X 3 


4 bees © e 
25 . 
4 
—— * p . 1 
£32. > go... - r Bbc, 
A — — — 2 
— s 


N | N „ 2 — 
uuns to thee and thy love: The blefſedneis 
Fl of all creatures is complete here, for God 
VP himſelf is bleſſed in himſelf forever. 
What can I add, for all ny words are faint: ? 
1  Coleſtial love no einguencr can paint : 
s more can be in mortal ſounds apr, | 
1 Pas 0h rn l. k. 
ll. N vil. 4 Chee with 6b. 
* ENCOMPREHENSIBLE: Beings who 
we ſearabeſt the heart, and trieff the reitis of 
1 thy children of men, thou knoweſt my ſinceri- 
0 ty, and my thoughts are all unveiled. te 
= _ theeg 1 am nome hk thing imnienſi- 
1 nels of the foletin afar Fam now — 
12 in, I m now taking hold of tby frengib, that 
* In make peace with thee, and entering in- 
3 to articles with the 'Almighty God: Fheſe 
are the happy days long ſince predicted, 


when one ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's, and ans - 
ten ſhall call himſelf by the name of | [ſrael, and 
enother - ſhall - ſubſcribe with: bis band to the 
Lord; and I will be their Gad, and they fhall 
be my" [ons ane ay daughters, faith the Lord 
Jehova. 
With tbe moft thankful ſincerity 1 takt 
hold on his covenant, as it is more fully 
. W and OT in thy 88 by 
 Fefvs 


93 
1 
1 
17 
Fo #4 
1 
1 1 
% 4 1 


jeſus chin; ; 0 Ane accepting thy. 

propoſals, I bind myſelf to thee by a Tiered 1 
and everlaſting obligation. By a free a0 "P 
deliberate action, 1 do bete ratify the arti- | 
cles which were made for me in my baptiſm 
into the name of the Father, the Son, aud 
ce Holy Spirit; 4 religiouſly devote my. 
ſelf io thy lp and entirely ſubmit to 
thy con dt. I renounce the glories and 
vanfties of the world, and chooſe thee as my. 
happineſs my ſopreme felieiry and everlaſt- 
ing portion. 1 mske no article with t 
for any thing. befides': De Deny or give i 
what thou wile, I will never repine while. *m 
my principal treaſure is ſecure. This is ] 
deliberate,” my free and Were r 
tion . 4 detetminatior, which, „ by hy grace, 
I wilf never retract. 

Oh k thou, by lets Soser ede cf an | 
| be able the Put thy” fear in vi art, || 
that I may mer dipart from thet "4 not 1 
the wörld, with all 155 flatteries—nor death, 4 

nor hell, with all their kertors, force: me to, 
violate'cfis ſacred vow; Oh! let me never 

live to abandun'rhite, nor draw the wp | 
breach, that wobid deny thee. : 


4» 


| 
Ang now let furrounding” an angels Ane 1 g 9 
for me, that I ſolemnly devote all the powWw- "7 
ers and faculties of my ſoul to thy ſervice ; ; = 
| and when I preſumptuouſly employ any ot 
the —_— thou haſt given me, to wy 18 
+ 


Fg . 


Prost Bente . 


.- diſhonor;: let chem teſtify againſt me, add. 
.*' my on words condemn. me. 
A ELIZA. ROWE. 
rn bare 'I ſubſeribed to thy gracious 
ptopoſals, and engaged myſelf to be the 
Lord's: And now let the malice of mee, 
and the rage of devils, combine agaioſt me, 
1 can defy. all their lraragems.; for-GOD 
+himſelf is become my friend, Jeſus is my 
all. ſufficieat Saviour, and the /pirit of God, 
A tuſt, will be my lanRifier, and. my com- 
forter. = 
O happy day ! tranſporting moment! 
the brighteſt period of my, life | heaven with 
all its light ſmiles on thee: . what glorious 
mortal can now. excite my etivy ? What 
ſcene to tempt my ambition could the whole 
creation diſplay ? Let gloty call me with 
her roger”. voice; let-pleaſure, with a foft- 
er eloquence allure me; che world in all 
"its ſplendor appears but a trifle, while the 

- iefinite God is my portion. He is mine by 
«a8 fure'a title as eternal veracity can confer. 
The tight is unqueſtionable, the conveyance 
5 i Ide mountains ſhall be re- 
_-moved, and the hills be diſſolved, before thr 


| Sing n 1 be FN. 


1 the Catia. WER, . 
vn. 4 nl. Offering for having Grace. 


Bla the Lord, 0 un foul, and all that is 
wit hin me bleſs. . bis. holy name: Bleſs the . 
Lord, and forget not all bis benefits, uo re- 
= deemeth thy ble from deſtruction, and crowneth-. 
idee with loving kindneſs, and tender mercy - 
| who. brought theeour. of the mire and clay, 
and ſet thy feet upon a zock's.. who:broke 
thy feiters, and freed thes from the miſera- 
ble bondage of ſin. I lay, a wretched flave, 
plealed with my chains, and fond of my 
captivity, fatally deluded and. undone, till 
love, alwighty love, reſeved me. Bleſſed 
effect of vamerites grace I ſhall ſtand for- 
ever an illuſtrious . inſtance of -boundlek 
C mercy. : To that I muſt entirely aſcribe my 
I ſalvation, and through all the ages of. eter- 
& nity, PH rehearſe the wonders of edeeming 
© love, and tell ro "Reoieg angels nn? it n R 
© cone for my ſoul. y | 
l fag the endleſs lee "RI WY 
Forever that my lofty theme ſhall prove. 
My glorious Creator, why did I employ 5 
thy thoughts before I had a being? ' Why. 
from all eternity was an immortality ww 
ied me, and wy birth allotted” me in a land 
illuminated with the rays of ſacred light? 
3 have been invoking the powers of 
el with deteſtahle ceremonies, inſtead of 


boring | the. omnipotent God. But when. 
thouſands. 
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oi being boon 


impious 
h am L entitled te the bleſſing of 


| tha — and: mercy 10. 4 he 
| rations of dbow that fear him? 


_— me? But oh! Why, when 1 knev 


415500 ſo long ſuffer my iagrat 
did chy -watchtul providence perp 


with 


te ceafures of {ove *. Why' didft thou 1 
vIden 1 fled Nr rnb ugh d n. and hai e. 


ted thee forencr, if. 
led me to vent 


. Ld * 


; FRY 


Wr 0 
IT wet ly Ot ruin 


among the ſhameful vices of | 
parents, and an-beir to heir Cure, Þ 8 


ziou een vg u ese 1 wia ines 


when I knew thee not, didſt aer | 


633 
W 


and: rebelled . againſt thee, why did 1 
itude ? Wh 


wy 
tually to a 


ſurround me, croſſing all the methods I tool are 
40 undo myſelf ? Why was T pot curse 
my owa wiſhes, and left to the aul : 
paſſeſſion of thoſe vanities 1 delighted in; 
thoſe tops which F fooliſhly preferred to a 


thay hadſt 1225 opel l Meri 
Why did thy Spitic ive ſo loog with af 


obſtinate Na. which, reliffed., all ies mo ny c 
tions, and turned t. 1 \Patience- ad lobe a 


e into Prerocgtion and guilt * Way ono 
m I not undone. hy thoſe e pleaſing ſnares | Mreng 
which 1 have feen fo 12 delydeg necich Jenc 


* 


8 | 
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| fatchable riches ot thy grace z with them 
I had been content to ſhare the ſorry por- 
tion and pleaſures of this world, if thou 
„ badſt let me alone, and I ſhould never bave 
R. Y es after theez but why waſt thou 
a- | found of one that ſought thee not? O why, 
9 ; but becauſe thou wilt be me reiful fo whom thou 
nd | wilt be merciful 2 
| Þ Therefore again with aftoniſhment and 
delight I look back on the methods of thy 
ful 5 Agtace, and again I conſider myſelf loſt in 
oft N an abyſs of in and miſety; when there 
hy [was ho eye to pity me, no hand but thine. 
Wy to aſſiſt me, thou madeſt it then the time of 
love. Never was grace more free and ſur- 
vl Iprifing than thine is; pever was there a 
more obſtinate heart than mine; and never 
ſoch unconquerable love as thine, How 
|gioriouſly has it triumphed over my rebell- 
ous faculties ? How freely has it cancelled 
all my guilt ? 3 
Y Could 1 have made the leaſt presence to 
merit, or have challenged any thing from 
Eber. the bent fit had been leſs exalted; had 
there been any ſoundation for human pride, | 


4 0 y corrupt heart would ſoon have taken 
| long the advantage, and have robbed thee of thy 
* (honor, by aſcribing the glorious work to the 


Sirength of my own reaſon, or a natural ten- 
Peacy to virtue; but here my vanity is for- 
vat ver Hlenced, | I am loft in the boundleſs. 
| H abyſs, 


4 : „ 


abyſs,. O height! O depth !.O length and ol -. 
brezdth immeaſurable !- How un/earchable are x 
thy ways, e love, and 1 Y paths Pop 
$nding out 


Let me here begin my eternal ſoog, and 
 afcribe /alvation, and honor, dominion and 
majeſty, to him that fits on the throne, and 10 
the Lamb forever, who has loved me, and 
tanſomed me with his blood—raoſomed ame 
from a-\otuniary bondage, from the moſt 
vile and hopeleſs captivity, a captivity from 
Which nothing but that e * 
Sev have redeemed | . 


4% Tyfpnite loo] amighty grace 7 
* Stand in amaze, ye rolling flies i f 


* bicher your celeſtial harps, ye 4 I pi 
nificent beings, who amioſt che. height of þ || 
Jour bappinels expreſs a, kind regard for Þ ſu 
wan: teach me the language of paradile, 3 
the ſtrains of immortality, But ob | is all 1 
too feeble, the tongues of ſeraphims cannot 
utter what 1 owe my Redeemer: From what! 
miſery, my adot able Saviour, haſt thou reſ- by 
cued me? From error, from fin, from ſnares ÞY a 
| and death, from infernal chains, eternal hor- I 
ror, and the blackneſs of darknels forever. t. 
Nor hece my glorious benefactor ſtayed ; |? \ 
but ſtill went on to magnify the 8 of vi 
his grace, and entitled me to an endleſs id -r. 
benitence, and an immortal ctowo g to the 
fruition Þ 


LEY 


of tbe Hraze, | 4 


fruition of God, and the b Joys 
that flow from his preſence. | 
Myſterious deprbs of boundleſs love 
admiration raiſes 
0 God, thy name exalted ande 5 
Above ny bigheſt praiſe. 


IX. Evidence of fincere Love 19 GOD. 


F I love thee not, my bleſſed God, I know 
N not what | love—if I am uncertain of this 
1 | am uncertain of my exiſtence: If I love 
2 thee nor, what is the meaning of theſe pa- 
2 thetic expreſſions ? My God, my All! thou 
= ſpring of my life, and fountain of my hap- 
pineſs | my great reward, and my exceed- 
ing joy, the eternal object of my love, and 
ſupteme felicity of my nature ! Does not 
my heart attend my lips in all this language ?. 
| How can this be, if wy ſoul does not love 
ot thee ? 

hat O my God, if 1 love thee not what is the 
rel- meaning of this conflant uneaſineſs at thy 
ares abſence? From whence proceeds this pain- 
ful anxiecy of mind about thy love, and all 
3 | theſe intenſe, theſe teſtleſs deſires after thee ? 
& Why are all the latisfact ions of life inſipid 
© without thee ? Without my God what are 
Z Y riches and honors, and pleaſures to me? 1 
: J bould eſteem the puſſeſſion of the world 
= but 
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dut A wife, or tack my HR damage, if 
it muſt be purchaſed with the loſs thy 
favor. Thy benignity is better than life, 
and the moments in which I eojoy a ſenſe 
of thy love, are the only. happy intervals” of 
my life. It is then I live it is then I am 
truly blefſed—it is then 1 look down with 
contempt on the little amuſements of the 
world, and pity them that want a taſte for 
theſe exalted pleaſures, | 
How calm, how peaceful in thoſe ſeaſons 
are all the regions of my ſoul 1 I have e- 
rough, I aſk no more. Can they languiſh 
tor the ſtream who drink at the overflowing 
fountain'? I have all the world, and more, 
I have heaven itſelf in thee: In thee I am 
completely and ſecurely bleſſed, and can de- 
 fy- the malice of earth and hell to ſhake the 
— rug of my happineſs, while thou doſt 
whiſper thy love to my ſoul. O bleſſed ſta- 
bility of heart ! O ſublime ſatisfaction ! haft 
thou not told me that thou art mine by an 
inviolable engagement, when my ſoul de- 
voted itſelf ſincerely to thee ? Does not th) 
word aſſure me, that the mountains Pall de- i pat 
part, and the bills be removed; but thy kind- 
neſs ſhall not depart, nor the M- of it 
r be broten? 
Haſt thou not terminated my wiſhes, 0 
Lard, io thyſelf, and fixed my wandering 
delires ? Is it tor riches or honor, for 1 


— I. Mü 1 
of days, or pleaſure, that 4 follow thee with, 
daily iwportunities ? Thou. kooweſt theſe 
are not the ſubject of my reſtleſs petitions: 
Do I ever balance theſe toys with thy fa- 
vor? Oh! no. One ſmile of thine obſcures 
all their glory. When thou doſt bleſs my- 
retired devotions with thy preſence, I can 
wink all created beauty into blackneſs, 
When I meet thee in my ſolitary contempla- 
lions, with, what 2 ava do I look back 


halt 
7 an 


s © on the leſſening world, 

4 N How dazzling is thy bags ! bow ai Vine | * 

8 z How dim the luftre of the world to thine! 
e, How dull are its entertainments to the 
im | pleaſure of converfing with thee ? Oh ſtay, 
de- in thoſe happy N cries wy faticef 
the WE foul, © . 

of 

az. Stay, my beloved, ks me "OBE 


Stay till the morning ſtar appear; 
Stay till the 400 ad adows fly 
Before the day's illuſtrious e. 


Ob 1 flap till the gloomy night of life is 
Yr, and eternity dawn on my foul. There 
Wis nothing} in this barren place to entertain 


1 4 
0 


ging below after theſe celcſt ial barquets, © 
It | love thee nor, what is the meaning of 
his impatience to be with thee ? Ay foul 
was Dea Jointeth: for the courts of the Lord; 
when 


ering 


we when thou art gone; I can reliſh noh. 
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© when ſhall I come and appear befort thee ? Obt 


. that I bad the wings of a . thew would 
| i a and be at 9 85 bs 


x. 2 77 Abena in Chri J cſus. 


8 5 1 HAVE put my treaſure, my immortal 
| part, into. "hy hands. - Oh ! my dear Re- 

| Lare and ſpall the prey be taken from the 
. mighty, ? Shall a ſoul conſecrated to thee 


fall a ſacrifice to hell? 


Bleſſed God, am I not thine ? nd ſhall 
5 the temple of thy ſpirit be profaned, and the 

lips that have fo often aſcribed dominion 
and glory and majeſty to thee, be defiled 
with internal blaſphemy, and the execrations 


of the damned ? Shall the ſparks of divine 


love be extinguiſhed, and immortal enmity 


_. ſucceed? And ſhall I, who was once bleſſed 
with thy favor, become the obje& of thy 


wrath and indignation ? Shall all the mighty 
| things thou haſt done for my foul be for- 


I LG won > Shall all my vows, and thy own 


ſacred engagements be cancelled? It is all 
Impoſſible ; for thou art not as man, that 
_ thou ſhouldſt lie; nor as ihe 15 of man, that 
thou ſhouldſt repent. 

I hou art 8 by thy own tremend- 
ous dame for my ſecurity : My God and 
my. father's God, from generation to geaer- 

| . ation 


| Sg 


emn vows of my religious parents: 
fant hands were early lifted up to thee, and 


God of my fathers. 


Rr ISS er gh 


"$1 the ar. 51 
ation chou haſt been our dwelling place. I 


was devoted to thee in baptiſm by the ſol- 
My Rin- 


I ſoon learned to know and acknowledge the 


ſcribed with my hand to the Lord, and am 


thine by the moſt voluntary and deliberate 


obligations. The portion of Jacob is my 


j yful choice, nor need I fear loſing it while 


thy word is eſtabliſhed as the heavens, 


The 1 who made. beaven, earth, apd nd fe, 


And all that they contain, 


1 W ill never quit bis ſteadfaſt truth, 


Yar make bis promiſe vain. 


Were wy. dependance on hel 1 ws 
undone: The firſt temptation would ſhake 
my reſolutions ; 


I ſhould ſell the ineſtima- 
ble riches of thy love for a trifle, and fool 
away immortal pleaſures for the .joys of a 


moment z a ſpecious deluſion would ſeduce _ 
me from all my hopes of a glorious futuri- 


ns I ſhall fall a victim to my own folly, and 


muſt inevitably periſh, if thou forſake me: : 


But the ſtrength cf Iſrael is my hope, the 


Mighty One of Jacob my defence. 


Thou art the cock of ages—the fixed and 


immutable divinity is my high tower, and 


ar . my Redeemer, and Almighty 
Saviour. 
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I have actually ſub- 
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62 Devot evict | 
Saviour. Theſe were the bleſſed, the gto- 


rious titles by which thou didſt at firſt affure 
4 _ doubtful foul : Theſe were the ttanſ. 


porting names I knew and called thee by ; 


and thou haſt anſwered them throvgh all the 


changes of my life. 
1 was thy early care—thou didft ſup- 


port my helpleſs infancy, and art the watch- 
ful guide of an unſteady youth. Which way 
foever I turn I meet thy mercy, and trace 


thy providence ; and as long as | live I wil 
record thy benefits, and depend on thy 


truth; thoſe bedefi's which have cosſtant- ME 


ly purſued me, and that truth which bas es 
never deceived ine, arid is engaged never to 


abandon me. Traviportivg - aſſutance 1— 


What further ſecurity can I aſk ? What ii 
ſecurity can I wiſh beyond eternal vera- 


city ? The mountains ſhall depart, and the bill: i" 
Be removed, but thy kindneſs ſhall not depart, nor > 


the covenant of thy peace be Broten; that cov- 


enant which has been ſealed by the blood of 1 
the Son of God, and in that holy ſacrament 
I have received. the pledges of thy love.—Þ 
Thou didſt. graciouſly invite me into that | 
_ communion, and meet me there with the 
moſt unmerited favor. i 
Fear not, ſayſt thou, poor trembling foul, 1 


for I am thy Redeemer, and thy mighty Sav- 


iour, the hope of Iſrael, and in my name | 
: fhall all the nations of the earth. be bleſſed; 


ii 7 


the "NO 983 


120 gratiou and merciful, ling ſuffering, and 
= abundant in poodneſs and truth : Theſe are 
the titles by which I have revealed myſelf to 
men. T came the expected Meſſiah, the ſtar 

of Jacob, and the glory of the Gentiles, 1 
came from the fullneſs of ineffable glory, in 
the form of man, to redeem the race of 
Adam. I am willing add able to fave, ard 
$7 biſecver comes to me, I will in no wiſe cat 
Fear not, I had. kind de ſigns to- 
Yards; .thee from eternity; and by theſe vi- 
Wi ole figns of my body and blood, I ſeal my 
Wore to thy ſoul : Take here the pledges of 
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— f It is enough, replied my tranſported ſoul, 
at Wivide the world as thou wilt, let others un- 
ra- Twied ſhare its glory ; thy lobe is all 1 
al - wa am bleſſed with that aſſuranee, 1 
Im ſurrounded with the Joys of paradiſe ; 
ſrery place is a heaven, white my nn 
Y mine, and I am his, 


nl I 
of 
ent! 


8 
9 8— ; 


that! 
the! | 


* all the monarchs, whoſe commands 8 

| Divides the wide dominion of this ball, 
011. offer each his boaſted diadem, 

| [ would not quit thy favor for them all: 

al, Leſe trifles with contempt I would reſign, 
oh be world's a t, while I can call th 

Saw. oy, while I can c e mine. 


ame Let God and Angels witneſs for me, OY 
_ enounce the world, and chooſe thy Hove 
| a8 


heaven, the afforances of ever kaltng happi- 
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as my portion; witneſs that I ſacrifice my 
darling fins to hee; and from this moment 
Jolemnly devote my ſelf to thy ſervice, 
Thus did I engage myſelf to be the lords, 
and thus didſt thou graciouſly condeſcend to 
| ſeal the privileges of the new covenant to 
my ſoul. And O let the ſolemn tranſaction W 
never be forgotten; let it be writ ja tbe 
volumes of eternity; eternity; let it be en-. 
graven in the books of unalterable deſtiny iſ 
There let the ſacred articles ſtand recorded, 
and be had i in e eee, 


. 


42, 
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| Thos art 0 Bos. 


geo. thou art, wy God ien U 
thy own ble ſſedneſs, the centre of th 


own deſires, and the boundleſs ſpring of 1 I 
own happineſs, Thou art immutable an 1 
infigitel perfect, and therein conſiſts th WI 
blefſedngſs and glory: But that boy art mſi ** © 
Cod, it is from thence flows all my conſolz 'ghe 
tion. This glorious privilege is my digniſ ten. 
and boaſt, Thou art my God, and I will pra en, 
thee ; my father” Goa, and I will exalt the Me ſha 
the Lord liveth, and bleſſed be my rock, and H © 991 


the God of my ſalvation be exalted. Thy 
uignity is butter than life, therefore m bs "i 
* thee, 


of the H FART. 


+ have all things i in poſſeſſing thee ; 1 find 
10 want, no emptineſs within; my wiſhes 
are anſwered, and all my defires appeaſed, 
when J believe wy title to thy favor ſecure, 
Whatever tempeſts ariſe, whatever darkneſs 
8 ſurrounds me, yet bon art my God, I cry, 
he and the ſtorms are appeaſed, and the dark- 
a. neſs vaniſhes, I find my expectations from 
Ithe world. diſappointed, my friends falſe, 
ond human dependence vain; but ſtill thou 
Wart my God, my unfailing confidence, my 
rock, my everlaſting inheritance. Death 
and hell level their darts 2painſt me; but 


ith a heavenly tranquility .I cry, Thou art 


$ 


0 0 


be munition of rockt. 
ar h biding- place, my refuge, tower, 


ch 12d Piel, art ibou, O Lord. 
f thy : I fi n ly anc bor all my bope 45 
aul On thy unerring word. 


While thoo art mine, what can I fear? 
| {) 55 
-: ui an omnipotence be vanquiſhed ? Can al- 
Pighty ſtrength be oppoſed ? When i It Can, 


1 KF 
ole i en, and not till then, ſhall I wanc ſecurity ; 


i hen, and not till then, ſhall my confidence 
%%% e haken, and my hopes confounded. 
1 749% art my God: Let me again repeat 
by wi e glorious accents, and hear the pleaſura- 


Je ſounds, Let me a thouſand and a thou- 
Ind times repeat it; it is rapture all, and 
Iwony. The harps of angels and their 
tongues, 


ö God: I dwell on bigh : my place of _—_ PE 


ncdonce all earthly dependence, and glory 


5 3 Bene Exzzeiszs 


tongues, what notes more melodious coul! 
they ſing or play ? What but theſe tranſ- 
_ Porting words give the emphaſis to all their 
Jays. ? On chis they dwell, it is their eternal 
theme, Thau art my Cad. Like me, eyery 

ſeraph boaſts the glariovs propriety, and ti 
ces his happineſs to thoſe important words: 
In them unbounded joys are comprehended, 
Paradiſe itſelf, all heaven is here deſcribed , 
all that is poſſible to be uttered of eli 
bleſſedneſs is here contained. 


r God, my all ſulſicient good, 

My portion, and iy choics; 

ts thee my vaſt deſires are Huld, 
And all ny powers rejoicc. 


My God, my triumph, and my glory, let 
others boaſt of what they wil, and pride 
themſelves in human ſecurities z let them 
Place their confidence in theiz wealth, their 
honor, and their numerous friends; I re- 


b only | in my God, 
From him alone my jays ſhall riſe, 
And run eternal rounds, 
Done the limits of the flies, 
And all created bounds. 


When drath ſhall remove all other wal | 
ports, and force me to quit my title to tht 
deareſt names below, in my God I ſhall have 
an elne propriety : That engage 
ment 


: went Hall remain firm when I ſhall loſe my 
bold of all other enjoyments: when all hu- 
E man things vaniſh with an everlaſting flight, 


out my foul with this triumphant exclama- 


: Is 


: Ever ſeparate me from thy love. 


E tent of my bleſſedneſs—Let me take a proſ- 
pct ot my vaſt poſſeflion—Let me conſider 
; in dimenſions! O height 1 O depth! O 


Wl that is worth poſſeſſing, thou art my Cod. 


permitted to ſpeak theſe daring words ?— 
„ Lan the race of man make ſuch glorious 
ide 

em 
elf 
te- 
015 


pore: Thou that art thy own happineſs, 
F od the ſpring of joy to all thy creatures : 
Pich thee are the fountains of pleaſure, and 
i thy preſence is fulueſs of joy; immortal 
life and heppineſs flow from thee, and they 


Udon art my God to everlaſting ages. 
Warth flies with all the charms it has in ſtore, 
I. ſnares and gay temptations are no more, 
Creatures no more of entity can boaſt, bj 
be Areams, the bills, and tow” ring groves are 
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II call bid them a joyful adieu, and breathe 


tion, 'Thou art my God, my inheritance, my 
N ternal poſſeſſion: Nor death, nor hell ſhall 


T bon art my God. Let me ſurvey the ex - 


Wength and breadth immeaſurable ! I have 


But what have I uttered ? is mortality 


Pretenſions ?—Thou thyſelf canſt give no 


pre neceſſarily bleſſed who are ſurrounded 
Sith thy favor; thou art their God, and 
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2 he ſun, the fears, and the fair fields of light 
Wi thdraw, and how are vaniſh'd "uy 1 wht 
(20s 15" ig 1 all is al. 
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1 &. Cod of Sin, with bipe of Pardon. 


REA K, break, 'inſenfible heart ! Let 
confulion cover "me, and "Garkneſs 
black as w own” guilt, f round. te. — 
Lord, whit 4 Muller am become! ? Hoy 
| hateful to myfeff for offending thee ? How 
cuch more” dete ſtable to thee tc thee, 3. 
gainlt u hom 1 base offended '? Why hav 
I provoked the God bn Wbom m my being : 
every moment depends? The God, wo 
out of nothing advanced me to a reaſonebl : 


add immortal nature, and por. me in a ca. ict. 
pacity of being happy forever ? The GolMall 
whole” goodneſs has tun arallel with mi beig 
life; 00 has preſerved me in'a thouſand rules 
dangers, and” kept"me'even. from the tun Nee [ 
I covite8, and even while 1 F at e Y, 


| providence that ſaved we, | 

How often bas he boverkd me fro 
eternal” miſery, and brought ine back froaſWoyn 
the very borders of hell, when there was buſWitud, 
a dyiog groan, but one faint Geh! bel weer 
me 380 everlaſting perdition ? "When all 
| human help failed, adm moufnful frjeodl 
were taking” their laft "farewe; bs 0 ever) 
| " Tmiling 


#1 


2 es Mans 
hope forſook me, and the barem af 


255 


miry lay, and ſel ee, a rock, A chou · 
8 ſand inſtapces of thy gooJneſs could 1. re- 
cougt, apd all to my own: confuſſon. 
Could 1 conſider thee az my Wenn 1 
: might, forgive myſelf ; but when I conſider: 
cee as my .beſt friend, my tender faher, the 


. 3 2 * 


. pigeſz s. good God ! what a monfiront thing 
av. 
ing 
7 ho 


Could I charge. thee with ſeverity, or call 
} by laws ears and unjeſt, 1 had ſome 
vill 7500 ut Lam Glenced there: hy the con- 
cM v:Ctiog of. My own reaſon, which. e flents to. 
Got Yall thy. precepts 8 juſt and ey. Box 10 
Wl 
ſand 


r vinMice I fear, and, off:oged. che. purizy- L adore. 

t te Let Qi: here; are. higher. aggravations; of: 
I iaidaity; and what gives, we the utmoſt 

110 mne is, | that I have Baged:againſt un 
OM 


by Pounded | Jove.and; goodaels, : hareid:4ngra»: 
as U 


tweel 
en al 
cieod 
*everſ 
ling 


nd miſery : the ſenſe of this: torments me, I. 
annot. fay, as much as he dread:of hell, or 
he. fears. of loliag heaven: Thy: Jave: and- 


ſuxrounded me; to God I cried from 

N depths of miſery. and deſpair ; Ictied, 
and he was intreated, . and reſcued: my lite 

from defiruftion.: He brought me out: of ib 


| foſtaingr, of my life, and auchor of cap: ap- 
do | appear, who have ſinned againfk thee ? 4 


baghren my guilt, have vidlatech the facred- 
rules 1, apprave.; I have provoked the juſt- 


| tude 1 bete lieg the emphaſis of my fbllyx 


ede ion, the, late: pleaſing ſubjcQs: 
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of my thoughts, are on this account become 
my terror. The titles of an enemy and a 
judge ſcarce ſound more painful to my ears, 
than thoſe of a friend and benefactor, which | 


cred names confound and terrify my ſou), 
becauſe they furniſh my conſcience with the 


ſuch goodneſs- abuſed, and ſuch clemency 
as thoſe of thy wrath and ſeverity, 


If I look downward, the fields and fountains 
take their Creator's part, and heaven and 
earth conſpire to aggravate wy fins ; thoſe 
common bleſſings tell me how much I am 
_  Indebted to thy bounty ; but, Lord, when! 

recall thy particular favors, I am witerly 
. confounded ! What numerous inſtances 


confidence can ! 4 it ? what motives 


demnation | in them, 


and Let thy clemency, that clemency which 5 


| ; eme | 5 


ſo ſnamefully enhance my guilt : Thoſe ſa- 


moſt exquiſite reproaches : The thoughts of 


affconted, ſeem to be almoſt as inſupportable 


0 whither ſhall I turn ! I dare not look 
upward; the ſun and ſtars vpbraid me there: 


could I recount? Nor has my rebellion yet 
ſhut up the fountain of thy grace; for yet ! 
breathe, and yet I live, and live to implore a 
pardon :; Heaven is ſtill open, and the:throne 
ef God acceſſible, But Ohl with what 


can I urge, but ſuch as carry wy own con- 


Shall L urge thy former pity * indvlg 
ence ? This were to plead againſt myſelf; 


Idriag; thy grace and clemency as revealed 


: ecohciler of God and man. 
O whither has my folly reduced me? 


Wnagnify thy goodn+ſs, and yield me an eter- 
1 übeche to praiſe thee; it will add an em- 
oa to all my grateful fongs, and tune my 
Warp toevetlalting harmony. The ranfolf;- 
of the Lord thall join with me, while 
5 his glor tos inſtance of thy grace excitts 
; Heir wonder, and my unbounded gratitude : 
Pos thall thy glory be exalted. 
O Lord God, permit a poor worthleſs 
Feature to plead a little with thee; What 
Poor will my deſttuction bring thee | > What 
Wofir, what triumph to the Almighty will 
Wy perdition ber Mercy is thy brizhteſt 
cribiite 3; this gives thee all thy lovelineſs, 
d completes thy beavty, By names bf 
idneſs and iodulgence thou haft choſen to 
eal thyſelf to wen; by titles of the moſt. 
der import thou haſt made thyfelf kaben 
Imy ſoul ; titles which thou doſt cot yer 
Oath, but art ill | oWpationare: and Ted- 
W patdon. 0 
Pot that thou haſt or will forgive te, 0 
en * my guilt, © And wilt 
L Wer 


one 
hat 
ives 
On' 


ulg⸗ 

ſelf; 

hich 
1 


Ir have Abuſed; is ihe bent argument I can 
ingJelus, the Son of thy love, the bleſſed | 
{With what words ſhall I chooſe to addreſs 


Nie! ? Pardon my iniguity, O Lord, for it is 
Sr ge argument | yet this will 
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1 | Devout Ereqohas : 
theo; indeed. forgive mie ? wilt thou remi 


f have forfeited ? Wonderous love | aftoniſh. . 
ing benignity ! Let me never live to repea 


my penitent vows 3 let me die ere that vn. 
happy moment arrive. 


| — ———— 00000-0000 


end What are tbe ſatis fact ions of angel, 


the gloomy ſcore, and reſtore the privilege [ - 


my ingratitude; let me never live to break 


XIII. The Abſence of GOD on Earth, 


HAT is bell? what is damnation, 
but an excluſion from thy preſence! 
»Tis the want of that which gives the region 
of darkneſs all their horror: What is hear. 


but the views of thy glory ? What th 7 of 
ſmiles and complacence are the ſprings 1 22 


their immortal cranſports? _ in 
Without the light of thy countenanct But 
what privilege is my being? What ca:l We /; 
thou thyſelf give me to countervail the inf - Nen 7 
nite loſs? Could the riches, the empty gb. prayer 
tries, and infipid pleaſures of the world, fr. aker 
compenſe me for it? Ah! no. Not all «i hat fi] 
variety of the creation could ſatisfy mt Mhucerat 
while I am deprived of thee : Let the a0, be ce 
| bitious, the licentious and covetous, ſhatBdy ab 
theſe trifles among themſelves ; they are ed eyes 
_ amuſements for my dejected thoughts. ed with 
There was a time, (but ah ! that bap?)BWrincip 
7 time is paſt, thoſe bliſsful miputes god verlaſt 
7 - whe! 
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Jeden with 2 modeſt nder 1 could call 
; thee my father, my almighty friend, my defence, 
j my hope, and my exceeding great reward: But 
i Wt hole glorious advantages are loft, thoſe rav. 


: 
Wiſhing proſpects withdrawn, and to my trem- 
= 
I 


Wbliog foul thou doſt no more appear but as 

Wa conſuming fi e, an inacceſſible majeſty, m 

£ Clevere judge, and my omnipotent adverſary 1 

and who ſhall deliver me out of thy hands? 

Where ſhall I fiad 2 ſhelter from thy wrath ? 

What ſhades can cover me from thy all- 

Wſeeing eye? 

be 2 glance from thee, one 3 ray, 

5 Vould kinale darkneſs into day: © 

h re weil of night is no diſguiſe, — © 

Vo ſcreen from thy all ſearching eyes: 

WT bro" midnight ſhades thou find'ſt thy way, 
i in the ar noon of day. 

Bui will the Lord by, of forever? Will be 

We ſavorable no more ? Has God indeed forgot- 

Wen 10 be gracions ? Will he ſhut out my 

: Prayer fore ver—and muſt 1 never behold my 


te. paker ? Muſt I never meet thoſe ſniles 
th What fill the heavenly inhabitants with va- 
m6, Wvicerable joys ? thoſe ſmiles which enlighten 


the celeſtial region, and make everlaſting 
lay above ? In vain then have theſe wretch- 
d eyes beheld the light, in vain am I endu- 
ed with reaſonable faculties and immortal ; 
principles: Alas! what will they prove but 


rerlaſting curſes, if l muſt never lee the 
face of God 1 * 


pf) 
one) 
gen 


LY 
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e V it a dream? or de I bear 


Without this envious B veil between - ? 


Devout Ex züels 18 | 


The voice that ſo delights iny car? 
To, be o'er bills bis ſteps extends, 
And bounding from the cliffs deſcends : 
Now like a roe aulſtrip. the wind, 

Aud leaves the paning hes behind. 


: I * wwoited for thee as they that wait for 


the morning, and thy returns are more wel- 
come than the ſpringing daylight, after the 


horcors of a melancholy night; more wel. 


come than eaſe to the lick, than water to the 


thirſty, or reſt to the weary traveller, Hog 
undone was I without thee? In vais, while 


thou wert abſent, the world hath try'd to 
entertain me; all it could offer was like jeſt 
to dying men, or like recreations to the 
dammn'd. On thy favor alone mu tranquili 
iy drggods 4 dept ived of that, I ſhould ſigh WW 
for bappineſs in the midſt of a paradiſe :— 
1 15 7 loving kindneſs is better than life, and if: 


taſte of thy love be thus tranſporting, what 
extaſies ſhall I know when I drink my fil 


of the ſtreams of bliſs that flow from thy 
Tight hand forever ? But when— - 


When foal his FM of happy wif on ze? + 
When ſhall. I make a near approach to thee ? 
He loft in love, and wrapt in extaſy ? 


Ob! when ſhall I behold ihee all ſerene, 
715 


of the Hraxr. 


is true—the ſacred elements impart® } 
Thy. virtual preſence to my faithful beart, 

But ia my ſenſe Hill utreveald thou art. 

| This, ibo a great, is an imperfet? bliſs, 5 

To ſee a ſhadow for the God I wiſh. 

= My ſoul a more exalted pitch would fly, 

fd ew thee in the heights of mate. 


DIR DIR": SOD DSS = 
XIV. Baniſment from GOD forover. 


5 Dr ART from me, ”e curſed : Oh! let we 
7 never hear thy voice prongunce thaſe 14 
| dreagful words, With what terrors would _. 
chat ſentence pierce my heart, while it thug bw 
| ders ia my ears? Oh | "rather ſpeak me in- 
eto my primitive nothing, and with one pg» 
li. eat word finiſh my exiſtence, To be ſepa» 
rated from thee,, and curſt with immortal 
=_ iy, who can ſuſtain the intolerable dam? 2 
iO dreadful ſtate of lack deſpair, 


At | To ſee my God remove, 
Al 4nd fix my deleful Ration where, 
hy I muſt not taſte his love, 


nor view the light of thy countenance for- 

ever, Unutterable woe ! there is no hell 
beyand it. Separation from God is4be depth 
of miſery., - Blackneſy of dajknels and eter- 
nal night muſt neceſſarily involve a ſout ex- 
cluded on (OF preſence, What 10 What 
j, 


[18 * At the Lord's Supper: 


ſtraint ſeek out ſhades as dark as hell, being WH 2" 


light of paradiſe could not cheer me with- 


with a ſcene of bliſs which I muſt never 
taſte, The ſight of thy favorites, and the 


ſuit my grief. There to the cries of tor- 


5 Deca TITTY e 


joy, what hope is to be found where 7M 
art not? I want words to paint my thoughts 


of that diſmal ſtate, Oh ! let me never be en 
reſerved for the dreadful experience rather i be 
let looſe thy wrath, and in C moment reduce . ſhe 
me into nothing. Bu 


Depart from thee ! Ob! whicher ſhould : fer 
go from thee ? Into utter darkneſs? That f I 


makes no addition at all to the wretch's mi- Pe. 
ſery that is baniſhed from thy face. After . len 
that fearful doom, I ſhould without con- it! 


moſt agreeable to my own deſpair, and in 0 l 
the horrors of eternal night bewail the inf. Hi 
| nite ä 5 155 

ea 


The Nmeipbräntr of that loſt rd oel ; 
would render celeſtial day inſufferable. The | ble! 


out thy favor: The ſongs of angels would 
but heighten my anguiſh, and torment me 


_ glories of thy court, would but excite my [ 
envy, and fill me with madneſs, while I con- Set 
fidered myſelf the object of thine eternal in- er 

diguation: Nor could all the harmony of ſenſe 
Heaven atlay- the horror of that reflection. of cl 
be groans of the damned, and the dark- ſou], 
nels of the infernal caverns, would bettet os B 


mented ghoſts, a nd to d the ſound: of eternal 
% ine 7 bo. tempeſts, 


f the HAT. 
e Wpeſis, l might join my wild complaints, 
and lament the loſs of infinite bliſs, and 
curſe my own folly : But all the plagues 
below, if I might ſpeak my preſent thoughts, 
ſhould not extort a blaſphemous refleAion 
on the divine attributes; for I know I de- 
I ſerve eternal miſery, and even in hell I think 
| 1] ſhould confeſs thy juſtice. Thy long ex- 
; | clemency, I am ſure, ought to ſi- 
& lence my reproaches forever, and to all eter- 
W nity leave thee unblemiſhed with the 2 
ation of cruelty, _ 
= But oh! what agonies would the remem- 
5 brance of thy former favor excite? What 
E cxquilite remorſe would it give me to re- 
cal thoſe happy moments when thou didſt 
8 bleſs my retired devotions with thy pre ſ- 
© ence? Atter 1 have reliſhed thoſe divine 


& entertainments, how bitter would the dregs 


of thy wrath be? Whither would thy frowns 
fink me, after I have erjoyed the light of 
thy countenance? | 
If I muſt loſe thy favor, oh | let me for- 
get what that word imports, and blot for- 
| ever from my remembrance the joys that a 
ſenſe of thy love has excited: Let no traces 
5 thoſe lacred tranſports be left on my 
1 
. But muſt I depart from thee. into ever 
lafling fire? Double and dreadfu) curſe! 
And yer unquenchable flames, and infernal 
chains 


— 


— 


a ſenſe of thoſe loſt joys. That loſs would 


_ forever inſufferable; the ages of ict 
eduld not diminiſh che Exquilite regtet; ſt 


horror is the doom of an etetnal departure 
ttom thee, Draw my ſpirit into the holiet BW 
and the neareſt union with thyſelf that is 


deyce add converfe with God, Wied. obr 
death, nor judgment (hall ever deſttoy, not 
_ hall a long eterhity ever. pat a period, to it. 
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tent Maker ? I received the laſt breach [ 


tirely on thy pleaſure, Tis the dignity, of 
my nature to know, and my happintis to 


| thou * ot all * bow art eb 


— oe ns eepeOInn 
a . " TY " 5 " 2 
tA Ry R N * 
* ra 
» 


N Erne. 


ehains, (it 1 can 6 josge in this life ot fach 
awful fututities) vont be leſs terrible than 


endure tv reflection; the review would be 


it would excite” new and unutterable 5 
guiſh, and rack me with inflite deſpair, 
Ble ſſed God, pity the ſovl whoſe extremeſt 


poſſible, white it dwells in this fleſh ; and 
let we here commence that delig btful ref 


SD DDS DOS DDD DoSDo/O 


XV. The Glory of GOD in bis Works of Cre. 
ation, Providence and Redemption, 


* being immediately flows from thee, 
and ſhould 1 not praiſe my omfipo- 


drew from thee, thou doſt ſuſtain my lite 
this vety moment, and the next depends en- 


praiſe and adore my great original, But ob! is : 


of the Hzakr. Be 65 | 


be ertolled by mortal man? 7 ſay to cor- 5 
ruption, thou art my father, and to the worms, 
e are my brethren ; my days are as a band's 
breadib, and my Bret is nothing before thee ;, but 
bon art the ſame, and thy years never fail : 
From everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God, 
8 be incomprehenſible, the immutable divin- g 
I Wity. The language of paradiſe, and the 
; Aaraios of celeſtial eloquence, fall ſhort of 
thy perfect ions the ficſt born ſons of light 
oſe themſelves in bliſsful aſtoniſhment in 
earch of thy excellencies; even they with 
Wflent extaſy adore thee, while thou art veil- 
ed with ineffable ſplendor, = 

The bright, the ele Divinity is known, 
And comprehended by Himſelf alone. 

= Who can conceive the extent of that pow- 
Wer, which out of nothing brought materials 
; Wor a riſing world, and from a gloomy chaos 
5 id the harmonious univerſe appear ? 
WConſufon beard the voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rul d; flood vaſt infinity confin'd. 
At thy word the pillars of the ſky were 
Framed, and its beauteous arches raiſed :— 
WT by breath kindled the ſtars, adorned the 


lte moon with ſilver rays, and gave the ſun its 
en- Wamiog ſplendor, Thou didſt prepare for 
el he waters their capacious bed, and by thy 


over ſet bounds to the raging billows : By 
Idee the vallies were cloathed in their flow- 
Þ peer, and the mountains crowned with 
be Fe. M groves. 


70 mo Devout Exxacises 7 


groves. Ia all the wonderful effects of na. 
ture, we adore and confeſs thy power; ther 
uttereſt thy voice in thunder, and doſt ſcat. 
ter thy lightnings abroad; thou rideſt 0 
the wings of the wind, the mountains ſmoke, 
and the foreſts tremble. at thy approach; 
the ſummer and winter, the ſhady Dight, 
and the bright revolutions of the day, are 
thine. ; 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Foe of good, 


Aung — thine jhis ee frame : 
Thus wond*rous : thyſelf bow wow ro 
then! Mn ee 4246 


But ob! what muſt thy <flential agel, 
and beauty be, if thou art thus illuſt rio us in 
thy works? if the diſcoveries of thy power 
and wiſdom are thus delightſu!, how tran: 
% porting are the manifeſtations:of thy gooc. 
neſs ? From thee every thing that lives te- 
ceives its breath; and by thee ate all up- 
held in life. Thy providence reaches the 
leaſt inſet, for thou art good, and thy care 
extends to all thy works, Thou feedeſt th: 
ravens, and doſt provide the young lions 
their prey: Thou ſcattereſt thy bleſſing 
with a liberal hand on the whole creation; 
man, ungtateful man, largely partakes thy 
bounty. Thou cauſeſt thy rain to deſcend, 
and makeſt thy ſun to ſhine on the evil and 


unthark ful ; for thou art $000, wel 4 mar 


9 endureth forever, | 1 
8 As 


ile HrAnr. . 


- As the creator and preſerver of men, thou 
art gloriouſly manifeſt; but ch ! how much 
more gloriouſly art thou revealed, as recon- 
ciling ungrateful enemies to thy ſelt by the - 
blood of thy eternal Son? Here thy bene- 


ficence diſplays iis brighteſt ſplendor: Here 
thou doſt fully diſcover thy moſt magniſi- 
cent titles, The LORD, the LORD GOD, 


merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and 
abundent in goodreſs : How unſearchable are 
thy ways, and thy paths paſt finding out ! In- 
figite depths of love, never to be expreſſed 
by human language! and yet ſhould man 


be ſilent, the ſtones themſelves would ſpeak, 
and the mute creation find a voice to up- 


braid his vngrateful folly. 
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: xl. Longing for the coming of CHRIST. 


1OME Lord Jeſus, come quickly; oh! 
come, leſt my expectations faint, leſt 


1 grow weary, and murmur at thy long de- 


lay, Lam tired with theſe vanities, and the 
world grows every day more unentertaining 

and infipid ; it has now Joſt its charms, and 
Lads my heart infenſible to all its allure- 
nents. With coldneſs and contempt I view 


theſe tranſicory glories, inſpired with nobler 


proſpects and vaſter expectation by faith, I 
le the promiſed land, and every day brings 
me 


1 Dou Exractirs 


heritance. Then ſhall I ſee God and live, 
and face to face behold ny tfempeant Re- 
. deemer, 4 1 
Au in bis eber fad ene light, OD 
Lie bours ond days, cut ſhort your tedious flight , 
Te months and years (if ſuch allotted be 
In this deteſted barren world 


; 7 languifh with impatience to be gone. 


the Lord, io a dry and _— land, where 
there i is no refreſhment. 


Journ in the tents of Kedar ? When will the 
'weariſome journey of life be finiſhed ?— 
| When ſhall I reach my everlaſting home, 


gagements to delay wy farewel, nothing to N 
 «derain me here; but wander an unacquaint- WW 
ed pilgrim, a ſtranger and deſolate, ar from 


Death and hell forever vanquiſtied, lea 


me nearer the poſſeſſion of my heavenly i in- 


for me) 
With haſty revolution roll along, 


1 have nothing here to linger for; my 
hopes, my reſt, my treaſure and my joys ate 
all above: My ſoul faints for the courts of 


How long fall 7 dwell in Meſheck, ond ſo- 


and arrive at my celeſtial country ? my heart, 
my wiſhes are already there : I have no en- 


my native regions. 

My friends are gone before, and are non | 
triumphing in the ſkies, ſecure of the cor- 
_ queſt, poſſeſt of the rewards of victory. 
They ſurvey the field of battle, and look 
back with pleaſure on the diftant danger 


them 
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of the rant, 73 
them. in the poſſeſſion of endleſs trarquility 
and joy; while I, beſet with a thouſand 
ſnares, and tired wth continual toil, unſtea- 
dily maintain the field, till active faith ſteps 
ip, aſſures me of the conquelt, and ſhows 
me the immortal crown, *Tis faith tells me 
chat light is ſown for the righteous, and glad- 
8 neſs for the upright in beart :. It aſſures me 
chat my Redeemer lives, and that be ſhall land 
be laſt day on the earth; and though after my 
in worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh ſball 


1 Iſe Ged; whom I. hall ſee for myſelf, and not 
of anots ber; ad theſe eyes ſhall behold, though my 


W reins be conſumed within me, Amen, even 10 
come Lord Jeſus, This cauſt be the lan- 
Jsvage of my foul till thou doſt appear, and 
W theſe my impatieat breathings after thee, — 
ill | fee thy ſalvation, my heart AH 1 
geſh will pine for the living Goh! 
= Grant me, O Lord, to fulfil as a hireling my 
ay; ſhorten the ſpace, and let it be full of 
Ta. Tis of ſmall importance how few 
Where are of thee little circles of days and 
ours, ſo they ate but well filed up with de- 
Potion, and wich all proper duty. 


PSO Se SDS — 
XVII. Seeking aſter an abſent GOD. 
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look « ) H | let not the Lord be angry, and 1 
ger N who am but duſt will ſprak | Way 
leav it thou withdraw thyſelf, an. luffer me to 


turſus 


74 


ble of thee ? Why do Foot find thee if thou 
art every where preſent ?- I ſearch thee in 


there I have ſeen the traces of thy mz}: #ty 
and beauty; but thoſe ſacred. viſions ble; 
my ſight no more. E ſearch thee in my ſe. 


thy name, and have often heard the whiſper; 
of thy voice; that celeſtial converſation hath 
often reached and raptured my ſoul, but 
am ſolaced no more with thoſe divine con- 
deſcenſions; I liſten, but L hear thoſe gentle 


28 a drooping plant for the reviving ſun. 
Garkneſs ?- When ſhall the ſhadows flee be. 


of thy Bare dawn upon my mind at thy ap- 


vital ſpirits will confels thy preſence; grief 
and anxiety will vaniſh before thee, and in- 
mortal joys ſurround my ſoul. 


breaſt where thou art abſent, While God 
withdraws I am encompaſicd with darkne!s 
and deſpair; the ſua and ſtars ſhine with an 
uncomfortable lure, the taces of my friend 


* ok * 
— 0 — 
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22 Exuncrers. 


purſue thee in vain 2-If I am 8 
with thy immenſity, why am I thus iaſenſi. 


the temple, where thou haſt often met me; 


eret retirements, where I have called upon 


ſounds no more; I pine and languiſh, but 
thou flieſt me; ſtill I wither in thy abſence, 


O. when wilt thou ſcatter this melancholy 
fore thee ? When ſhall the chearful glory 
proach ?- I ſhall revive at thy light; my 


Where thou art preſeat, heaven and hap- 
pineſs enſue; hell and damnation fills the 


grof. 
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ton tireſome 3 the ſmiles of angels would 
tail to chear my languiſhing ſpirit, I grow 
| | vnacquainted with trarquility ; Peace and 
Loy ate empty ſounds to me, and words 
© without a meaning. _ 
Tell me not of glory and pleaſure, there 
ate no ſuch things without my God; while 
Ide withdraws, what delight can theſe trifles 
afford? All that amuſes mankind, are but 
YG dreams of happineſs, ſhades and fantaſtic 
Jappearances? What compeofation' can they 
make for an infinite good departed '? all na- 
; ture Cannot repair 5 loſs : Heaven and 
ſearch. would offer their treaſures in vain 
vor all the kingdoms of this world, nor the 
Eihrones of archangels, could give me a re- 
©, Wcompence for an abſent God. 

= O where can my grief find redreſs ?— 
|) WW hence can I draw ſatisfaction when the 
e. tountain of joy ſeals up its ne. ? My 
V orrows are hopeleſs till he returns? with- 
P* {out him my night will never ſee a dawn, but 
extend to everlaſting darkneſs: Content and 
Hoy will be eternal ſtrangers to my 'breaſt, 
. 10 | all things within the compaſs of cre- 

lation to delight me, his frowns would blaſt. 
ap- ebe whole enjoyment 4 unreconciled to God, 

Wy ſoul would be forever at variance. with 
300 Mprelf. 5 5 
ne i Even now, while 1 believe thy g glory hid | 
oa me but with a ttauſieni eclipe, 8 
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I wait for thy return, as for the dawning 
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Devout Exxrenrs 


day, my ſoul ſuffers inexpreſſible agonies ac 
the delay z the minutes ſeem to linger, and 
days are lengthened into ages: But, Lord, 
What keener anguiſh ſhould 1 feel, did ! 
think thy preſence had totally forſaken me, 
did I'imagine thy glory ſhould no more ariſe 


on my ſoul ? My ſpirits. fail at the ſuppoſi- 


tion; I cannot face the dreadful apprehen- 
ſions of my God forever gone, Is it not 
hell in its moſt horrid profpeR ? eternal dark- 
neſs, and the undying worm, iofinite ruin 


and irreparable damage.? Compared to thts, 


- what were all the plagues that earth could 


_ threaten, or hell invent? what is diſgrace 


and poverty, and pain? what is all that 
mortals fear, real-or imaginary evils ? they 
are nothing compared to the terrors which 
the thought of loſing my God excites, | 

O thou, who art my boundleſs treaſure, 
my infinite delight, my all, my ineffable 
portion, can I part with thee? I may {ce 


without light, and breathe without air, ſoon- 


er than be bleſſed without my God. Hap- 
pineſs ſeparate from thee were a contradic- 
tion, an impoſſibility (if 1 dare ſpeak it) to 
omnipotence itſelf, I feel a lame which the 
moſt glorious creation could not ſatisfy ; 
an emptineſs which nothing but infinite love 
could fill, I muſt find thee, or weary my- 
ſelf in an eternal purſuit. Nothing {ball 
VVV e . divert 


* 


/ ibe HEANr. 7 
divert me in the endleſs ſearch, no obſtacle 
ſhall fright me back, no allurement with- 
hold me, nothing ſhall flatter or relieve my 
impatience z my bliſs, my heaven, my all, 1 
depends on the ſucceſs. Show me where _ 

thou art, O my God, conduct me into thy 134 


preſence, and let oP: love confine 4 me there 
forever. 


S S DSS SS: 


XVIII. Appeal, to GOD concerning the Su. 
IT ol premacy of Love to bim ? 


| 

. 600, when ceaſe to love and 905 
: thee, jet me ceaſe to breathe and live; : 
oben I forget thee, let me forget the came 
of happineſs, and let every pleaſing idea be 
[r2zed from my memory. When thou art 

not my ſupreme delight, let all things elſe 
deceive me; let me grow unacquainted with. 
peace, and ſeek repoſe in vain: let deluſions 

mock my gayeſt hopes, let my defires find 

no ſatisfation, till they are terminated all ' 
in thee, When I forget the ſatisfactions of 

thy love, O my God, let pleaſure be a ſtran- 

ger to my ſoul; when 1 prefer not that to 

my chiefeſt joy, let me be inſenſible of all 
delight z when thy benigoity is not dearer 


to me than life, let that lite become "py dur. 
ws and wy — 
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the ſtreams be cut off when 1 wander away 
and abandon the fountain. Let me be'defi:.. 
tute of aſſiſtance when I ceaſe to rely on 


they refuſe to acknowledge thy benefits, and 


praiſe, Let no joyful Rirain enter at m). 
> (ful found they can convey to my heart. 


- myſelf, if thy love be not my chief bleſſing 
yet, O my deareft good, my portion, and 


till, and even venture immortal joys on the 


forgive theſe dangerous efforts of a mortal 
tongue, Which are the mere outbreakings of 
A fervent affect ion. 1 could even date to 
pledge all my hopes and my pretenſions 0 
future happineſs, (and O let not my heart 


- brighteſt hopes, and the light c 
tenance the W 1 that expoſed happs 


| Devone Exsrents . 
| Search RY inmoſt receſſes of my heart, 


and if thou findeſt any competitor there, 5 
remove the darling vanity, and blot ever) 10 
name but thine from my breaſt, Let ae Ml fa 
find nothing but emptineſs in the creature, lg 
hen I forſake the allſufficient Creator: le. be 


thee z let my lips be forever filent wher 


make not thee the ſubject of their higheſt 


ears, when thy name is not the moſt delight. 


I have been pronouncing heavy curſes of 


my only felicity, might 1 not go on fartbef 
ſincerity of my love to thee ? Bleſſed Lore, 


deceive me) I think I could riſk them all 
if thou thyſelf: art not the object of m 
thy coun- 


_ 
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1 I deſire any ching! in heaven or on earth 
in compariſon to thee, I am almoſt ready to 
ſay, biniſh me as an eternal exile from the 
| light: of paradiſe: Even that paradiſe would 1 
be melancholy darkneſs without thee, and. 1 ö 
the obſcureſt corner of the creation, bleſs dd. 
| with thy preſence, would be more agreea- "vi 


WE ble. Oh! where could 1 be happy remote. 
| WE from thee ? what imagioable good could 
; WW fopply thy abſence | 2 hay, O wy God, do I. 

+ Wy not love thee? 
* I call the holy angels to witneſs ?: 


8 ſhall I call heaven and earth to witneſs ?- 
will not the moſt high God himſelf, the 
poſſeſſor of heaven and eart b, condeſcend to 
Evitneſs the ardor and ſincerity of my love? 
Wich what pleaſure do J reflect on the 


* obligations by which. I have devoted my ſelt 
* Ito thee? My foul ecollects itſelf, and with 


Wan entire aſſent gives up all its powers to 
bee: : I would bind myſelf to thee. beyond 
Al the ties that mortals know. You min- 
Bſters of light, give me your flames, and 
ſeach me your celeſtial forms; let all be 
Doble and pathetic, and ſolemn as your own 
Inmortal vows, and I will joy fully go thro?” 
tem all to bind my ſelf to my God fotever. 
ay, now, ye heavens and earth, ſay, ye ho- 

y angels, and O thou all- knowing God, 
J, do I not love chee ? TEES 
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XIX. 4 devout Rapiure, or or Love 10 GOD 
ite pre ole. 


Hou radiant ſan,” e moon, and al 
ye ſparkling ſtars, how gladly would! 
we your pleaſant light to fee the face of 
God ? Ye cryſtal ſtreams, ye groves and 
flowry lawns, my innocent delights, how 
joyfully could I leave you to meet that bliſs 
tul proſpe& ? and you delightful faces of 
my friends, I would this moment quit you 
all to ſee him whom my ſoul loves; 0 
loves, that I can find no words. to exprch! 
the unutterable ardor : Not as the miſer 
loves his wealth, nor the ambitious his gran- 
deur ; not as the libertine loves his plea 
ures, or the generous man his friend: Theſe 
are flat ſimilitudes to deſcribe ſuch an in 
tenſe paſſion as mine. Not as a man ſcorch: 
ed in a fever, longs for a cooling draught; 
not as a weary traveller wiſhes tor loft re 
poſe; my reſtleſs deſires admit of no equi 
compariſon from theſe, 
I love my friend; my vital 3 and 
_ the#light of heaven are dear to me: But 
ſhould I ſay, I love my God as I love thelz 
+ ſhould belie the ſacred flame which aſpire 
to infinity. * Tis thee, abſtractly thee, 0 
< . uncreated beauty, that I love; in thee, a 
wiſhes all are terminated z. ia thee, as ! 
| Lows bliſsful . all my deſires Fi ao 
e the 
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. 
there they muſt be eternally fixed: *cis thou 


alone that mul conſtitute my everlaſting 


happineſs. Were the harps of angels ſilent, 


there would be harmony for me in the whiſ- 


ee of thy love: Were che'fields of light 
; Wy Carkened, thy ſmiles would bleſs me with 
i everlaſting day; the viſion of thy face will 
attract my eyes, nor give me leifure to waſte 

a look on other objects to all eternity any 
| farther than God is to be ſeen in his crea- 
| tures. All their beams of grace, and joy, 


| fun, and will merit my attention no farther 
chan they reflect thy image, or diſcover thy 


Jexceltencies. 

tbe ſhades of death, and the miſts of dark- 
Eneſs, in theſe cold melancholy regions, when 
Ia ray of thy love breaks in on my ſoul, when 
dle beam, even that obſcures all human glo- 
mortality can boaſt, What wonders then 


be magnificence of the ſkies will not draw 
my regard, nor the converſe of angels di- 


abound in felicity if 1 bad nothing to enter- 
thert infinite divinity. - 


| and glory, are derived from thee the eternal 
Even at this diſtance, encompaſſed with 


Ethrough the clouds I can trace but one fee- 
ſry, and gives me a contempt for whatever 
ih the open viſion of thy face effect, when 
wall enjoy it in ſo ſublime a degree, that 


vert my thoughts from thee ? Thou wilt 
Engroſs my None attention, and I ſhould 


8 


; thy heavy ſands z make ſhorter circles, ye 
rolling 


long 


_ thy progreſs, and lifting up bis hand, ſwear 


and be like a Fae, or a young bart on 5 Jziq 


bliſs, 1 feel thoſe flames of divine low 


red ardor. 


- wy love, and; Nagy My acculſers at rhe 


Done Funn 


| Mend thy pace, old lazy time, and ſhake 


planets; when will your deſtined 
Pata be fulfilled ? Thou reſtleſs ſup, hon 
wilt thou travel the celeſtial iroad ? 
when will thy ſtarry walk be finiſhed ? when 
will che commiſſioned angel arreſt thee in 


by the unutterable name, that time ſhall br 
#0 more. O happy period | my impatient 
ſoul ſprings ng: to ſalute. thee, and 
leaves the lagging. days, and months and 
years far behind. Make haſte, my. beloved, 


mountains, 

1 pine, I die for a ſight of thy countenance : 
oh ! turn the veil slide, blow away the ler 7 
arating cloud; pull out the pins of ], 


tabernacle; break the corde, and let fil 0 i 


the curtain of mortality. Oh!] let it inte been 
poſe no longer between me and my per fei eond 


which are unextinguiſhable as the lights if 
heaven, not death itſelf ſhall. quench che (a 


„Ke miniſters of light, ye-guardians of mn 
| juſt, ſtand and witneſs io my vows z and ip" 
a humble dependance on thy grace, O JU 


may I not venture to big thele thy fl ama 


miniſters. proteſt againſt me when I chan 


9 ; 


en 8 86 


| judgment-z When - 1 prove -falſe to thee, 
| may L got venture to ſay to them all, bring 
in your. worul Fvideacs, and Pain wy 


| 
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ves hows Ifen, while the Jarrod mon ©.. 
n dad Under in each . 
nl 2 N while it melted on my 


Ee from my lis, and grar'd the ihe midnight 


at 

i 

Bliſed « wes the time, and fwifth fed the hours, 
nd | ite holy love employed my nobleſt powers : 
nd J beavers appear d, and the propitions flies . 


8 Unveilld: 24 inmaſt glories io my eyes. 
0 Kay, I em d, ye happy moments ſta y, 
Ver in your flight ſnatch theſe delights away : - 
$1 f.22-more-the.rifing ſun to view, 
oe morials and their hopes I id adien. 

| Theſe heavens and this earth have been 
Ee to my vows: the holy angels have 
been witneſſes, and all will join together to 
lcondemn me when I violate my faith, 
(Strengthen and confirm it, O my Saviour, 
and make the bonds of it immortal. 

K were ooly to reafon upon this ſub- 
ed, J might ſay, what motive could earth, 

hat 4 hell, ' what could heaven itſelf 
Propoſe to tempt my foul to change its 
pove ? What could they lay in the balacce 
Loainſt an infinite good? what could be 
brown. id as a ſtake againſt the favor of 


wwe "aſk the e fouls who know 
hat 


7 
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| whit the light of his countenance imports, 
who 9 — in joy and immortality from bis 
ſmiles, afk "them what value they ſet on 
en or earth ſhould purchaſe one moments in- 
raph, amidſt the ferveney of his raptures, 


when theſe have named the purchaſe, earth 


them ſpread. the baits that tempt deluded 


ages, the Perſſan delicacy, and the Rona 


and diſcloſe the ruby ſparkling in its bed; 


alas! their weight is too little and too light 
Let the pageantries of ſtate be added 


tire— tis untubſtantial and yer” as ai 
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their enjoyments; aſk them what in heay. 
terval of their bliſs ? aſk ſome radiant ſe. 

at what price he values his happineſs? and 
and hell may try to balance mine. Let 


men to ruin; let riches, honor, beauty, and 
bewitching pleaſure appear in all their 
charms, the ſenſuality of the preſent and pal 


pride; let them uncover the golden "mines 


let them open the veins of ſapphire, and 
ſhow the diamond glittering on its rock; 
let them all be thrown into the balance; 


imperial titles, and the enſigns of majeſty! 
put in all that boundleſs vanity imagine, 
or wild ambition craves,crowns and ſceptres 
"regal veſtments and golden thrones—tk 
ſcale ſtill mounts—throw in the world es 


Vanity. ut 
Are, theſe thy higheſt boaſts, O deludin 
ord ?—ye miniſters of darkneſs have y0 
ES nothing 
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nothing elle to offer? Are theſe 1 your vt= 
moſt propoſals ? are theſe. a compenſation. 
for the Fa vox of GOD ?. Alas |. that 
bounUleſs-. word has a meaning which out- 
weighs. them all: infinite del ght, uncon- 
ceivable joy ate expreſſed in it; the light 
of his countenance ſignifies more than, an- 
gels can deſcribe, or mortality imagine: and 


5 


0 


b Wl ſhall I quit all that an ng heaven. 
means, for empty ſhadows ?. 
ed Go, ye baffled tempters, go offer your 


nd 
zen 
"al 
man 


toys to madmen and fools ; they all vaniſh 

| under wy, ſcorn, and. cannot. yield ſo much 
Jas an amuſement to my. aſpiring thoughts. 
Il be ſun, in all his ſpacious circuit, beholds: 


netz Pothing to tempt my wiſhes. Theſe wind 
ed ing ſkies in all their ample round, contain 
and Wnothing equal to my deſires; my ambition 
ock has far different ends, and other ptoſpects ia 
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Pien; gothing below the joys of angels can 

| af y me. 

| ter me explore the worlds of life and. 
Peauty, and find a path to the dazzling te- 
Felles of the Moſt High: Let me drink at 
De fountain-head of pleaſwe, and derive all 
hat I want from original and uncreated fol- 
els and felicity. | 
| Oh givine love! let me launch out into. 
y pleaſurable depths, and be ſwallowed-up 
| thee; Let me plunge at once in immortal. 
, and loſe myſelt in the infinite ocean of 
ppinels. 1 Ti I 
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Tilt * I pine for my celeſtial country 


tilh then I murmur to the winds and fireams, 0 


au telf the te ſhades my: grief, - The Wt © 
- groves ate conſcious to my, complaiots, and Wi 0% 
the moon and ſtars liften'to:my ſighs; by 
their ſilent lights I talk over _my:heavenl; WM 
concerns, and give a vent to my divine al. 
fections in mortal language; then look ing 
upward, 1 grow- impatient, to reach the WW | 


Ny way, the ſeats of jay and immortality, 
Come love, come life, and that bleſs'd ay 
For which I languiſb, come away; 
Mben ibis dry foul, theſe eyes ſhall ſee, | 
And drink the unſeal 'd fource of. tbee. 
Oh come, I cry, thou whom my ſou] 

loveth: I would go on, but want expteſſion, i 

and vainiy ſtruggle with. the unutterable 

thought. 

Tell me, ye ſons of lis * whe feel the 
force of theſe celeſtial 5955 in what language 
you paint their ſacred violence? or dv thi 
tongues of ſeraphs faulter ? Does the lat; 
guage ot paradiſe want emphaſis here, and 
immortal eloquence fail? | Surely your tap: 
pineſs is more perfect than all your deſcrip: 
tions of it : heaven echoes to your charming 
notes as far as they reach, while divine love 
which 1s all your long, is iofinite, and k now! 

no limits of degree or duration. 
Yer I would ſay, ſome gentle ſpirit col 


and inſtru me in your aft; lend me a gol 
de 
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en e. 400 8 Zuſce the facred flight; let 


me imitate your devout trains, let me copy 
out your harmony, and then, 

1 Some of the-faireft thoir above 

Shall: fock-ground n ſong, 

5 1. Ihen to hear tht name they love | 


Stund from 4 mortal tongue. 


Bleſſed and immortal creatures, J long to 
$ join with you in Jour celeſtial ſtyle of ado- 
ration and love, I hong to learn your extaſies 
Jof worſhip and bers rel which mor- 
Nals cannot proneunbe, and to ſpeak the di- 
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the 
20 1 $ it p. polfidle that L fiduld' one day 1 bet rap! 
g almoſt into the chitd heavens, and Cer 


i few weeks have paſa over me, I ſhould 
bod myſelf creeping among the inſets af 


e bey 7 "Cit divine loye, | which Exalted me 
£7 k. 120 into Aawing tra try a6ſports fo fat ſubſide 
_— d grow Cool, within me? Can it leave me 


all 1 do to ſnawe my bon fe de with fe- 
roaches, and "renew . the, flache of religious 
al and W 

WI VVV Alas! 
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vine paſſion of my ſobl in words which are 


ou o * er ung 7 
ON, | WT $2 4 76 r e 
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Devout Exxxoiges 
Alas! how does the aQivity of men 


about the little affairs of human life condemn 


my negligence in matters of everlaſting con- 
ſequence? Does the fond lover with ſuch 


anxiety and impatience puiſue the object of 


his wiſhes ; and ſhall nor'@ivine-beaviy and 

infinite lovelineſs en flame my defires to a 
nobler height, and excites my languiſhing 
devotion ? r Ed 


| F bp EB Ls of 
Ate the ambitious ſo-geftleſs and ſolicit- 


ous to make themſelves, great, and to pur- 
chaſe the yeceration of gp? Do they lay 
tuch mighty projects, and compaſs their de- 
hgns with ſuch pains and difficulty, for mere 


pageantty, and gaudy triflzs ; and ſhall J, 


who am a candidate for heaven, a probationer 


tor celeftial-digny, loſe my title for want of 
diligence ? ſball I faint in the noble ſtrife, 
when God and angels ate ready to aſſiſt me, 
and every momeat's tail will be tecompenſed 


Fl 


with eternal ages of reſt and triumph? 


See, ſee the moments fly—the labor ſhort- 


ens, and the immenſe reward draws near; 
the palm of victory, the ſtarry crown ate in 
view; the happy realms and. fields. of light 


entertain me with their glorious proſpet. 


Rouze thee, my -ſovl, to the moſt active 
purſuit of theſe felicities : Waken all thy 
ſprightly powers, and let it never, never be 
thy reproach, that the vigor and intenſeneſs 
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I «by FOO or that thy holy induſtry ſhould - 
ſiok ſo. far below the fervor of thoſe affec- = 
tions, which, in a devout Boks. thou haft 1 
cee inexpreſſ ble. 3 MF 

O Lord, what a mutable thing i is an! 4 
Lubat frailty works in this fleſh and blood, _ 
and hangs.heavy.upon our better powers! ? 
lt is grace, divine grace alone, can keep 
| alive that immortal ſpark within vs, which 
came firſt from heaven, and firſt taught our 
beats to ariſe: and ſpring upward, Preſerve 
= ft e * own k. en | 
ere, 
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UA joyful view of approaching Death. 


, 0 DEATH, wheres thy ſting? where 
i | is thy boaſted. victory? The conqueſt 


Ws wide: 1 ſhall paſs in triumph through thy 
ark dominions, and through the grace of 
The Son of God, my divine leader, I ſhall 
appear there not a-captive but a conqueror, 
O King of terrors, where are thy formid- 
þble looks? I can ſee nothing dreadful in 
My aſpect:? Thou appeareſt with no tokens 
pf defiance, nor doſt thou come with ſum- 


Mons from a ſevere judge, but gentle invita- jo 

lions from my bleſſed Redeemer, who bas :M 
paſſed eloriouſly throvgh thy. een " | 1 ft 
bis way to. his throne, 705 15 - . 
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art e eb de; thou kind 
wy: liberty and bappineſs 1 thoufand times 
more welcome than jubilee to the wrerched 
dave, than pardon to a condemned waletac. 
tor: I am going from darkheſs and con. 
finement to eſe: light and petfect liber- 
ty: from theſe tempeſtuous regions, to the 
Joft and peaceful climes above; from pain 
and grief, to everlaſting eaſe and tratiquility 
Fot the toils of virtue, T'fhall immedrately 
_ receive its vaſt rewards 3 for the ee of 
Fools, the honòr and applauſe of angels. Ti 
1 few minutes 1 ſhall be higher than yonder 
> Rars, and brighter far than they. 1 ſhall 
range the boundleſs =ther, and breathe the 
alp ain of paradiſe. I:ſhall-preſently 


*behold my glorious Maker, qa og halle. 
_ Ijatis to y exalted Sar re. 
* And now come, ye brigh Gatdlans d 
the juſt, conduct me throug 55 Pelsbro⸗ 
_- and trzekleſs =ther, tor you paſs and repib 
the celeſtial toad E Fa you hat 


__commilſion not to leave me tifl' 1 arcive at 

Monnt' Sion, the heavenly Firyſalem, the cit] 

_ of the living God ; till 1 come to the jana. 
merge cope of angels, and the Jpirin 

_ off, 15 pen made perfect. 

" Hold out, faith and patience 3 4 is but! 
ittle while and your work will beat an cad; 

but a few moments, and theſe fighs aud | 


Sroans ſhall be convened into 1 05 
alle 
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ballelujabs z- but a few weary hong; and the 
yourney of lite will be finiſhed” One effort 
more, and I ſhall have gained the top of the 
: everlaſting hills, and from yonder bright 
ſummit all preſently look: back on the 
| dangers Lbaye.clcoped in my aravels hropghs 
che wilder neſs. 
Roll faſter on, ye lingeriog Wiemer the: 
Inearer. my joys, the more impatient I am to 
ſeize them: After theſe painful agonies, 
now greedily ſhall Ldriok: in immortal eaſe 
g nd pleaſure ?. Break away, ye thick clouds, 
De gone, ye envious ſhades, and let me be- 
Sold the. glories ye conceal—let me ee the 
promiſed land, and ſurvey the happy regions 
am immediately to poſſeſs. How, long 
will you interpoſe between me ad my 
le. bright ſun— between me and the unclouded: 
Dee of God ? Lock up, my foul, fee how 
ey choſe reviving beams break torch ; 
on they diſpel the gloom, and Sid the 
ades of death. | 
O blefſed*eternity—with what a cheerful” 
plendor.doſt thou dawn on my ſoul ! With 
bee comes liberty, and peace, and love, and 
{Wodleſs felicity; but paio, and ſorrow, and 
umult, and death, and darknefs vaniſh be- 
dre thee forever. l am juſt upon the ſhores 
If thoſe happy realms where udintefrupted 
lay and "eternal ſpring reſide : Yonder are 
8 delectable Aille, and harmonious ay: 
| Which 
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which continually echo to the ſongs of an. 
gels. There the bliſsful fields extend thei: 
_ verdure, and there the immortal groves al. 
cend ; but how dazzling is thy ptoſpect, O 
city of God, of whom ſuch glorious thingy 
are ſpoken ?* Tn thee there ſhall be no min: 
night, nor need of the ſun or moon ; for the 
throne of God, and of the Lamb, is in the 
midſt of thee; and the nations that are ſavil 
fall walk in thy light, and the kings of tht 
earth ſhall bring their glory and honor into the, 
and there the glorious Lord ſhall be to us i 
place of defence, a place of fireams and broal 
rivers, and the voice of | Joy, and the ſhout of 
triumph ſhall-be heard in thee forever. 


There boly ſouls perpetual. ſabbaths keep, 
never are concern'd for food or fleep 
7 Bere new. come ſaints ** Wregant f light; 
3 are crotn d, 4 
While ivory harps and the und ſound if 
There flaming ſerapbs ſacred hymns begin, 
And LRN 2 cherubs loud reſponſes ſing. 


eyes | ſhall there bebold the King in hit 
og, ; cf oh! how raviſhing will the ab 
2 of his love be? What unutterable er 
taſies ſhall I fee}, when I meet choſe {mils 
which eolighten heaven, and exhilerate al 
the celeſtial regions! When I ſhall view tit 
beatifie glory without one interpoſing cloul 
tg My 1 When! ſhall drink m wn 
AI 
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de fountains of joy, and in thoſe rivers of 3 
3 pleafure” that wow from Tk right band, A 
) | ©9Sc S G oh 


box ny "RP e of Self to the 
divine Power and Goodneſs. 


Y all-ſufficient friend, my ſhield, and | 

: "my exceeding great reward II have 

E&nough—utbounded avarice can covet no- 

. bing epos thee; the ſoul whom thou doſt 

Pot ſuffice, deſerves to be eternally poor,— «+ 

: ho art my ſupreme happineſs, my volun- 

Wary choice: I took thy love alone for my 

Rreaſure in that bleſſed day when Þ entered 

Into covenant with thee, and became thine : 

@ made no articles with thee for the friend- 

Whips, the honors and pleaſures of the world, 

Put ſolemnly renounced them all, and choſe 

by favor for my ſingle inheritance, leaving 

ſhe conduck of my life entirely to thee, 

Theſe were my vows, anditheſe.I have 

Iten renewed; and ſhall I now tetract ſuch Þ 

Rered obligations, and alter a choice ſo juſt » 

Jad reaſonable? Forbid it, gracious God 

Et me never be guilty of ſuch madneſs,—— 

The world has often diſappointed: my moſt 

Pofident expectations, but thou haſt never 

eeeived me. In all my diſtreſs I have 

bund thee a certain refuge, my ſpield, my 

mes, my "er tower: "my deliverer, my rock, K 
Q ang 9 
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myſelf, I wavld reſign the choice again 0 | 


ance of my own blind deſires ; I tremble 
the thought of ſuch a fatal liberty —aven 


Thou foreſceſt all events, and at one ſingh 
view doſt look thro? eternal conſequenctij 


ces, not to gratify my own wild deſires, by 
#0 advance thy Story. e 
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and be in whom I truſt. When there Was. 
none to fave me, thy powerful hand has ſet 
me free; thou haſt redreſſed my grievances, 
and diſſipated my fears; thou haſt brought 
me light out of obſcurity, and turned py 
_ darkneſs into day, 
| When the world could afford me nothing 
but tempeſt and diſorder, with thee 1 have 
found repoſe and undifturb'd tranquility, 
Thou haſt been my.long-experienced refuge, 
my unfailing confidence, and I ſtedfaſtly ce. 
pend on thee for my future conduct. IM vf- 
cannot err, when guided by infinite wiſdom : WF led 
I muſt be ſafe i in the arms of eternal love, to cer; 
which I humbly reſign myſelf. Let n ſcet 
have riches or poverty, honor or.conteinpt; 
whatever comes from thy hands ſhall tt 
thankfully received, I would hear no voig 
but thine, nor make a W but where | a 
following thee. 
If mou wouldeſt leave me to chuſe fa 


thee I dtead nothing more than the gui 
gracious God, that miſerable. freedom. 


therefore do thou determine my circumſis 


T hob 
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Thou haſt an unqueſtioned right to diſ- 
poſe of me; I am thine by neceſſary ties 


pare and entirely I put myſelf into 


| this world, I ſacrifice to thee, and leave my 
ve 8 deareſt enjoy ments to thy diſpoſal, acknow- 


-- ledging it my. deareſt happineſs to de guided 


by thee. 


| cern thyſelf with human affairs, and: conde- 
ſcend to make our wants as much thy care 


wouldeſt make us ſenſible of thine indulg- 


io ſhare in our calamities, atid ſympathize i in 
all our grief. No friend flies to our aſſiſt- 
| ance with half the ſpeed that love brings 


relievethoſe that confide in thee, ; 
Thy providence fiads or makes its way 
through all oppoſitions: The ſtreams hall 
roll ek to their fountains, the fun ſhall 
; land ail, and the courſe of nature be re- 
"Og  verſed,. 


| and voluntary engagements, which 1 thank- 
fully acknowledge and ſolemaly renew; — 


8 thy hands. Whatever intereſt I have in 


Lord, 10 i is: man, that. fon 18 mia 
A bim ?—that thou who. art ſupremely bleſ- 
ſed, and independantly happy, ſhouldſt con- 


as if mortal miſeries could reach * and 
interrupt immortal bleſſedneſs. Thou 


| ence by the moſt tender: ſimilitudes:: A fa- 
ther's gentle care but faintly ſhadows thine, 
and all we. can conceive of human pity, falls 
I ſhort of thy.compaſſion. Thou doſt ſeem 


thee, nor canſt thou ever want methods to. 
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verſed, rather thay a eans tg bring = 
thy pprpaſes, to paſs. No obſtacle puts a ver 
Nan K thy deſigiib, nor ohſtfücts thy me. bee 
1 thods ; eri thy will that 1 EA Hatyre and hal 
1 e + "Who can Ray thy band, or ſay nor 
ute ee, What 400 2 Thy counſel ber 
1211 ſtand, 30d thou wilt 80 all thy pleaſure, WM vn 
Nothing is impoſſible for thee to.accom- MW for 
.plith Wherever I caſt my eyes, 2 in- 05 
ces of thy power. The mens rma- 
e 9 45 ſon and ſtars, tell me what thou 
Aft able to perform; they atteſt hy omnipo- 
tence, and ag 5 Unheljef. The whole 
Creation pleads for 7 und condernns | my 
otidelicy, 
mi ty "Go 
5 5 confels * 


Sho rgive my Giffidence, 
A foexcolubl. Thy. 


Sh 

of the 
7 ertater meaſure, or more oft than 1? utude 
Which way Jos er I turn my face or feet, elf, i, 


IT fee thy mercy and thy glory meet. In 
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In whatever thou haſt granted, or whate- 
ver thou haſt denied me, thy beneficence has 
been mingled with every diſpenſation z thou 
haſt not taken the advantage of my follies, 
nor been ſevere to my ſins; but haſt remem- 
bered my frame, and treated me with the 
| utmoſt indulgence, Glory be to thy name 


IODC o cor oco} 
XXIII. Redeeming Love, 


 LMIGHTY love, the theme of every 
heavenly ſong ! Infinite grace, the 
wonder of angels ! forgive a mortal tongue 
that attempts thy praiſe z and yet ſhould 
| man be (lent, the mute creation would find 
avoice to upbraid him, 5 

But oh! in what language ſhall I ſpeak ? 
with what circumſtance ſhall I begin? Shall 
| roll back the volumes of eternity, and 
| begin with the glorious deſign that deter- 
mined man's redemption before the birth of 
8 before the confines of creation were 
| ixed : +. vl „„ 

Infinite years before the day, 

Or heavens began to roll? - - 

Shall 1 ſpeak in geveral of all the nations 
of the redeemed ? or, to excite my on gra. 
utude, ſhall I coofider my fel, my worthleſs. 
ell, included by an, * decree among 

en 


F 


* 
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the number of thoſe who ſhould hear of > 
 Redeemer's name, and be marked ont x 
partaker of that immeafe privilege ?: Before 
the foundation of the hills were laid, the 
gracious defign was tormed, and the bleſſed 
plan of it ſchemed out before the curtains of 
the ficy were ſpread, 
Lord! what is man ? what am Ir what 
is all the human race, to be thus regarded! 
O narrow thoughts, and narrower words 
_ here confeſs your deftefts ; theſe are heights 
not to be reached by you, Adorable mes. 
ſutes of infinite clemency !—unſearchable 
riches of grace !—with what aſtoniſhment 
do I ſurvey you -I am ſwallowed and loſt 
in the glorious immenfity,—All hail, je 
divine myſteries, ye glorious paths of the 
unſearchable deity | let me adore, though | 
can never expreſs you. 
| Yet ſhould I be filent, heaven and earth, 
nay hell itſelf would reproach me :—The 
damn'd themſelves would call me uograteful 
mould I fail to celebrate that grace whoſe |ols 
they are forever lamenting; a loſs that leave 
them forever deſperate and undone. ITI 
.this grace which tunes the harps of heaven, 
and yields them an immortal fubje& of hat 
mony and praiſe. The ſpirits of juſt met 
made perfect fix their contemplations here; 
they adore the glorious myſtery, and whit 
N ſing the wonders vl redeeming 1s I 
etibe 
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aſcribe ſublime and living honors. to him 
who fits on the throne, and to the Lamb 
for ever. And infinitely worthy art thou, 
| © Lord, to receive the grateful homage— 
Who ſhall not praiſe and magnify thy name? 
Who ſhall deny the tribute of thy glory? 
But alas! what can mortal man add to 
at thee ? What can nothing and wanity give ? 
| > WW We murmur from the duſt, and attempt thy 


$ | WW praiſe from che depths of miſery ; yet thou 
ht doſt condeſcend to hear and liſten to our 
ex broken accents; amidſt the Ballelajabs of 
ble angels, our groans aſcend to thee, our com- 
ent Wl plaints reach thee. From the height of thy 
lot WM bappigeſs, and from the exaltations of eter- 
ye al glory, thou halt a regard to man, poor, 
the  #*retched man! Thou receiveſt his howage 
oh LY with delight 3. his. praiſes wingle with. che 


harmony. of angels, nor interrupt the ſacred 


ch escane, Thote natives of heayen, thoſe 
The MM morning ſtars ſing together in their heavenly 
reful Ml veatitudes, nor diſdain to let the ſons of earth 

e los ad mortality join with them in celebrating 
ene de bonors of Jeſus, their Lord and ours :— 
Tu Lo bim be every tongue devoted, and let 
aven, every creature for ever ptaiſe him. Amen. 
1 D * 


XXIV. 
MMORT AL ſpring of life, the fountang 
of all exiſtence, the firſt and laſt, without 
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beginning of days, or end of years ; before the 
heavens were created, thou waſt, and ſhall 
remain unchanged while they wax old and 
decay. Thou art infinitely bleſſed in thy. 
ſelf, thy gloty admits of no addition; the 
pfraiſcs of angels cannot heighten thy bappi. 
neſs, nor the blaſphemies of hell diminiſh it. 
Thou canft do every thing, and thy power 
finds no obſtacle, Thou madeſt heaven and 
earth, the ſea and the fountains of water; thou 
doſt according to thy will in ihe armies of bea. 
ven, and among the inhabitants of the earth , 
thou holdeſt the waters in the hollow of thy 
hand, and meaſureſt out the heavens with a 
Span : Thou comprehenaeſt the duſt of the earth 
in a meaſure, and weig beſt the mountains in 
ſcales, and the hills in a balance: Thou cover. 
eft thyſelf with light, as with a garment, and 
art ſurrounded with inacceſſible ſplendor : 
Thou art glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, 
the heavens are not clean in thy fight ; bu 
thou chargeſi thine angels with folly : What 
then is man, that drinks in iniquity like water 
What is man that thou art mindful of bim 
er the ſon of man, that thou doſt thus viſit bim 
It is becauſe thou art good, and thy mercy 
endureth forever; mercy is thy prevailing 
attribute, Thou art compaſſionate, and 
infinitely gracicus, and haſt fully manifeſted 
thy love and beneficence to the race of ma" 
in the glorious methods of our 1 
e > x 1 
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| from everlaſting bondage and death b by thy 

{on Jeſus. 

WH Therefore, with the loweft reverence, and 
moſt humble gratitude, I defire to profirate 


: oyſelf before thee, acknowledging it my 
- [WH eccateſt honor, and undeſerved privilege, to 


„approach the Lord, and bow myſelf before 


ie high God; 1 chat am unworthy to utter 


1 Wl thy tre mendous name, or once to lift up my 
eyes to heaven. To my own confuſion, T 


[1 now implore, and irjured” that goodneſs 


_addreſſing myſelf to. I have forfeited the 
very benefics I aſk, and deſpiſe thoſe ſacred 
Iprivileges which I am forced to plead ;—T 
an uſe ſcarce any motive but what would 


or: {Wwplore thy mercy by the gracious terms of 
ſes, Ne new covenant ſealed by the blood of thy 
bu WWternal Son? alas! that gracious covenant 
/ bat have violated, and profaned its ſacred ſeals. 
ter! fave ſinned againſt the cleareſt light, and 
vim ; Ie rendereſt inſtances of love: I have not 
bim? ealy broken my obligations to thee as my 
nere reator, but the ſtronger engagements of 
iling Ney adoption, even the glorious privilege of 


eing admitted into thy family, and num- 

ered among the children of God, 

But ſtill thoſe very circumſtances that ag- 

favate my guilr, exalt thy mercy; here the 
| freeneſs 
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there confeſs I have abuſed the mercy which 


and forbearance by my fins which I am now. 


carry in it my own condemnation. Shall F 
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: throug h the blood of a Redeemer. 


— 


freeneſs and m agnificence of thy grace wil 


diſplay irſelf ; 1 thou wilt anſwer the 
indulgent title of a father in ita tendereſt 


extent ; I have no fins too great for infinite 
clemency to pardon. Thou art God, and 
not man; and as the heavens are high above 


the earth, ſo kigh are thy ways of compaſſion 


above. all human methods. 

I dare not fer. bounds. to thy goodneſs, 
nor affirm. that thus far, and no farther, di- 
vine patience extends. Thau haſt pardoned 


and reſtored me to thy favor too often for 


me now to deſpair : My penitent fighs 
were never rejected, nor my humble requeſt 
unaofwered : I have always found the hes · 
vens open, and the throne of God * 

y his 
.Zony | and bloody. ſweat, by his croſs and 
paſſion, by his painful death and glorious 
refurreRion, I implore thy pardon:— He 


has made a full atonement, and divine juſtice 
will demand no further ſatisfaction. To hin 
give all tbe prophets witneſs, that through bis 


name, whoſoever believeth in lam, Hall rectiut 
remiſſion. of its.  :- 

O bleſſed Jeſus the "Oe of the Gentile, 
the ſalvation of the ends of the earth; the 
great. Meſſiah, the promiſed Saviour, wiv 

doſt anſwer thoſe glorious titles in their vt- 
- moſt fignificationz to thee, my certain, m 


bas aaa OE Ifly: O Son of * 
ear 


_ the HART. 103: 


hear me: 0 Lamb of God, who takeſt 
away the fins of che world, | have mercy on 
me. 
0 eternal Spirit. the Hiromife comforter, 
come with all thy ſacred confolations ! come, 
| and be as dew. to the erooping flowers, as 
rain to the parched ground; oh, come with 
| thy reviving light, and diſpel the darkneſs. 
that beclouds my ſoul :- Break in like the 
ſun after a melancholy 5 z one beam of 
thine would melt this frozen, this obdurate 
heart, and kindle in my ſoul the ſpark of 
o WW holy love ;. breathe upon my cold affections, 
and raiſe them to a ſacred flame. 
Searcher of hearts, from whom nothing is 
concealed, whoſe penetrating eyes find out 
hypocriſy in its darkeſt diſguiſe; thou 
knoweſt the de ſires of my ſoul, and art my 
impartial witneſs that I kneel not here for 
the riches and honors of the world; that 1 
am not proſtrate before thee for length of 
days or pleaſure 3. but that it is the king- 
dom of God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, 
that J ſeek. "Give me not my portion with 
the rich and great, but let me bave my hum- 
ble lot with thy children; let me bear con- 
tempt and deriſion, "and ſuffer reproach. 
with the people of God, rather than enjoy 
. pleaſures of lin, which are but for a 
aſon. 


"oy favor is the end of all my wiſhes, 


* " —_ 4 
. * 


Donne Exaneunss 


the ronſtant ſubject of my prayer. Oh 
thou whoſe ears are open to the wants of all 
thy creatures, who heareſt the young raven 
when they cry from their neſts to thee, who 
giveſt the men of the world the tranſitory 
things they chuſe, wilt thou deny the deſires 
which thou thyſelf doſt inſpire and approv: ? 
O let me be filled with that righteouſneſs 

which I hunger and thirſt after, and be ſatis. 


104 


fied with thy likeneſs, Thou canſt not be 


diminiſhed, whatever perfection thou doſt 
communicate to the creature—endleſs liber- 
alty could not make thee poor. 

I aſk not privileges above the capacity of 
my nature, nor aſpire to the perfeRions of 
angels: I only beg that I may reach thoſe 


- heights of holineſs and divine love, which 


1 = inveſted with a mortal body )ike mine, 
and encumbered with the ſame human pal. 
fions, have attained, But in vain I ſtrive to 
| imitate thoſe bright examples thou haſt ſet 
before me; without thy aſſiſtance, all my 


. endeavors will prove ſucceſsleſs. Tho 


knqweſt the frailty. of my nature, and tt 
mighty difficulties I have to encounter :—l 
have not only the allurements of the world, 
but all the ſtratagems of hell to engage with, 
and a treacherous heart within, ready on all 
occaſions to betray me into fin and endless 
perdition : O let my Impotence and dangef 
awaken thy compaſſion, 8 

Remem· 


Remember thy former benignity, O Lord, 
and let that engage thee to grant me new 


prove victorious, Thy bounty to any of 


from the goodneſs of thy own nature: for 
L what creature can pretend to merit any thing 
[from thee? I would urge nothing but thy 


Ito let me periſh, after the wonderful things 
thou haſt done for my ſou] ; after all the 
ipledges thou heſt given me of thy love, let 
Indt my Follies provoke thee to forſake me; 


of but remember thy covenant, and its gracious 

of Wrticles, and act according to thy own inef- 

ofe able benignity, which has been the glorious 

ich Nnotive of every favor J have received rom 

ine, Idee. 

pal- 

e to d b 
e 

* xv. 4 Tranſport of Gratitude for ſaving | 

"how Rs Mercy. 

the 


"I BLESS a thouſand times the W as 
when firſt a beam of heavenly light broke 


gh viſited me, and the celeftial light began 


U 
n een welcomed its chearful luſtre, 


1dleſs 


et 
hs dly love awoke, and holy joys were kindled. 


0 the Hear, 103 


| ſupplies of that grace by which alone I ſhall 


the works of thy hands myſt always flow 


own infinite mercy, when I entreat thee not 


vir, on my ſou}, when the day-ſtar from on 


nd felt the ſacred influence; the flames of 
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 Theearth and all its pugeatitty fila 
[ds like clouds before the morbing ſun; 


all I have reliſhed till now ? What is earthly 
beauty and harmony—whar is all that mor. 
tals call charwiong and attractive? I nere 


Gen FEE, " a 2 3h 8 F ; | 
a dream during all the days of my folly ani 
avgels. 


: XXVI. | Inportunate Requeſts for the Retun 


«to be approached—or do I ſearch thee amily! 


m—_— 


The ſcenes of paradiſe were opened, ſeraphic 
pleaſures and unutterable Uelights : All hai, 
I cry*d, you unknown joys, you unexpeti. 
enced pleafures! compared to you, what i 


2 

| 

a 

4 

7% 

a 

oo 
$ 


I} 


lived till tow—T knew no more than the 
name of happineſs till now: I have deen i 


vanity ; but now I awake to the life d 
heaven-bora ſpirits, and taſte the joys d 


© oa the ous, 


Hou great and glorious, thou in int 
and univerſal being, art chou no neart 


Is there a corner of creation uaviſited I 
thee; or any place exempt from thy preſeact: 
I trace thy footſteps, through heaven an 
earth, but L cannot overtake thee, 
Nu do I jeek thee, if thou art not bert! 
Or find thee nat, if thou art every whit 
Tell me, O my God, and my all, tell 
where thou art to be found; for there 5 i 
: Flac 


* ihe H un. 
place of wy tet. What imaginadle good 


8 ; can ſupply 55 abſence ? Deprived of thee, 
ic all 7 the world could Gr 0 would de like 
% a jeſt to a dying man, and provoke my avetr- 
l fion and diſdain, . It is a God that I ſeek: 
tn 1M ies Poop not to a Tower amm 
MT "Thou, thou haſt kindled this immortal fan, 
10. Which nothing can all. 

n Adieu, adieu to all human things! Let 


e we find my God, the end of all my wihes; 
an Why doſt thou keep back the face of thy 
ad thrave ? Why does the cloud and facred 
e (ON 9arkneſs conceal thee ? | 
s 8 Thy voice produc'd the ſeas and ſyberes, 
Bid the waves roll, and planets bine; 
But nothing like thy ſelf ap — 
Tro all theſe various works of thine. 
8 © thou fairer than all the works of thy 
hands, wilt chou ever hide thyſelf from a 
creature that Toves and ſeeks thee with ſo in- 
tenſe a defire? T appeal to thee, O Lord, are 
not my breathings after thee moſt bearty and 
unfeigned? Does not my ſoul paar after 
thee SR a fervor which cannot be extin- 
guiſhed, and a ſincerity which cannot be 
diſguiſed ? 
Far thee I pine, and am for thee al: J 
4s drooping Ra rs that want their parent 05 
How do my ſpirits languiſh for thee! — 
No fimilicudes can expreſs the vehetnence Ti 
my delltes. Wealtd and glory, friends aud 
pleaſute 


* 
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po: loſe, theie names, comp ared to thee, 
To follow thee I would leave. 13 ha all be. 
-hind—I would leave the whole creation, and 
bid the. fields and ſparkling fkies adieu. 
Let the heavens and earth ay no more, while 
thou enduteſt forever, I can want no ſup- 
port. My being itſelf, with all its bleſſed. 
_nels, depends entirely on the. 
Place me, far from the bounds of all cre. 
ation, remote from all exiſtence but thy own; 
in that ineffable ſolicude let me be Joſt, let 
me expatiate thee forever, let me run the 
endleſs rounds of bliſs; but alas? I Aatter 
myſelf in vain with ſcenes of unattainable 
happineſs. I will ſearch thee then, where 
hope thou mayeſt be found, I caſt my eye 
to the bright regions above, and almoſt en- 
vy the happy beings that ſee thy face un. 
veiled, - I ſearch thee in the flowery mes 
dows, and liſten for thee among the mur- 
_ muring ſprings : Then, ſilent and abſtracted 
from human thin 8, I ſearch thee io holy 
contemplation, It is all in vain—nor fields, 
nor floods, nor clouds, nor ſtars, reveal 
en. - | 
Ye happy wie that meet his ſmiles, aud 
hear his voice, direct a mournful wanderer ite? 
while I ſeek him whom my foul loves, while Weated 
1 figh and complain, and caſt my languiſh- Let 
ing eyes to yonder happy manſions ; fain Ne, m 
would I penetrate the ſtarry * 1 m 
by 00 


ook Shrough the ſeparating firmament 3 


What thou wouldeſt rend the heavens, and 


Whe midſt of theſe earthly ſcenes of amuſing 


. anity, give me one moment“ 8 interval of 
Teleſtial blefledneſs. 5) 3 
e. One look of mercy from thy He, | 

1; One whiſper of thy voice, 

et Exceed a whole eternity 


he Employ'd in carnal joys. 

tet Couid I the ſpacious earth command, 

dle Or the more boundleſs ſea, . 

el : For one dear bour at thy right hand 

5e: Id give them both away. 5 : 
en- If things are put into juſt balances, and 


un. omputed aright, for the firſt moment of 
lea · his ſatisfact ion I am ready to ſay, the whole 
or. restion would be cheaply loſt, How gladly 

ted ould I reſign all for fuch a bliſs. 0 

zoly Wo human l z let me find my God, the 

eds, ind of all my wiſhes—lt is he whom 1 ſeek, 


rated calls. 
Let me invoke thee by every gracious ti- 


0 the Hes, | "0, | 
Joh! that thou wouldeſt divide the Clouds, 


Weiverme one glimpſe of thy glory 1=thar | 
Khou wouldeſt diſplay thy beauty, and in 
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Lis he alone can ſatisfy my infinite gefires. 
Vn! why.doſt thou -withdraw—whby thus 
Wong conceal thyſelf? ? Where doſt thou re- 
te ? Nor earth nor heaven W to -my te- 


„ wy God, and the God of my fathers: 
am one b to another thou haſt. 
7 T a 
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been our dwelling- place ; the claim has def: 
cended from age to age; thy covenant hay 
been eſtabliſned with us, and thy faithful. 
neſs remains unblemithed. Oh! forget not 
thy, covenant, forget not the bleſſings entail- 
ed on me; forget not the prayers and tears 
by which my pious anceſtors have engaged 
thy mercy for me, forget not theit vows and 
folema dedications of me to thee : Oh | te. 
cal thy ancient favors and renew thy former 
mercy to a family which has been thine | ina 
ſucceſſion of ages 
Let me invoke thee now by a a nearer Dro- 

priety : My covenant God, my father, and 
my friend! if by all thoſe tender names [ 
have ever known thee, forget me not. By 
thoſe ſacred engagements, O Lord, I iatreat 
thy return, It all thy paſt favors were real, 
if all was waking bliſs, and not a gay delu- 

ſion, O reſtore my heaven again. Life of 
my ſoul, light of my eyes, return; come and 
bring all thy ſacred confolations ; once again 

let me experience thoſe holy joys that thy 

preſence imparts ;. once again let me hear 
thy voice; and once again de blels'd with 
thy ſmiles. 

Ob] bear, and to my longing eyes 

| Reſtore thy wonted lig bi; 

And ſuddenly ; or I ſhall 2 
In everlaſting night. 


Bleſſed e in thee we behol the 
ace 


. Hzanr. „ 
face.of God as a reconciled father; and doſt 
thou withdraw thyſelf ? O Dow welcome 
will thy returns be? How like the break ings 
of immortal day will thy preſence chear me? 
How dearly ſhall I prize my happineſs ? 
How fearful ſhall I be of every thing that 
would offend thee ? How joyful in the bleſ- - 
| ed diſcovery and poſſeſſion of thy love? I'd 
whiſper- my bliſs to the W ſtreams and 
Leroves. „ | 
Id carve our pate on the bark, 

Aud every wounded tree 

Shall drop and bear ſome myſtic mark 

"That Jelus dy'd for me. 

The ſtvains ſhall wonder when they read. 
| JInjcrib'd on all the grove, 
That heaven itſelf came down and Bled 

To win a mortal's love. 
| But why do ] flatter myſelf with theſe ge- 
ightful ſcenes ? 1 find thee abſent ſtill; 4 
dourn and complain as one unpitied ; what 
life while thou art abſent ? Oh! return 
nd bleſs me with thy preſence, thou who 
noweſt my diſtreſs, and art acquainted with | 
Wy ſecret cares. Thou who art the witneſs 

my midnight ſighs, and doſt hear when 
the dawning day I call thee; but ſtill thou 
ſwereſt not, and ſeemeſt deaf to my pray- 
„ Iam, it is true, a worthleſs wretch ; 
vt vile as I am, thou haſt in thy immenſe 
Mpaſion brought me into covenant. with 
e My beloved is mine, and I am bis, 


the 
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been our dwelling- place; the claim has def: 
cended trom age to age; thy covenant hay 
been eſtabliſhed with us, and thy faithful. 
neſs remains unblemithed. Oh! forget not 
thy eovenant, forget not the hleſſings entail. 
ed on me; forget not the prayers and tears 
by which my pious anceſtors have engaged 
thy mercy for me, forget not their vows and 
folema dedications of me to thee : Oh l te. 
cal thy ancient favors and renew thy former 
mercy to a family which has been thine in a 

_ lneceion of ge.. ss; 

Let me invoke thee now by a nearer yro- 
priety : My covenant God, my father, and 
my friend! if by all thoſe tender names 
have ever known thee, forget me aot. By 
thoſe ſacred engagements, Q Lord, I iatreat 
thy return, It all-thy paſt favors were real, 
if all was waking bliſs, and. aot a gay delu- 
ſion, O reſtore my heaven again. Life ot 
my ſoul, light of my eyes, return; come and 
bring all thy ſacred conſolations; once again 
let me experience thoſe holy joys that thy 

preſence imparts z. once again let me hear 
 » thy voice; and once again be bleſs'd with 
. thy mile? Ons Ta 
Ob] hear, and to my longing eyes 
Reſtore thy wonted lig bt; 
And ſuddenly ; or I ſhall fleep 
In everlaſting night. 7 
Bleſſed Saviour, in thee Wa 
: ace 


face. of God a8 4 reconciled father; and doſt 

thou withdraw thyſelf ? O how welcome 
will thy returns be ? How like the breakings 
of immortal day will thy preſence chear me? 
How dearly ſhali I prize my happineſs ? 


ſed diſcovery and poſſeſſion of thy love? I'd 


proves. e 

d carve our paſſion on the bark, 

Aud every wounded tree 

Shall drop and bear ſome myſtic mark 
That Jeſus dy'd for me. 

| The ſwarns ſhall wonder when they read. 
 Inſcrib'd on all the grove, 

That heaven itſelf came down and Bled 
To win a mortal's love, 

But why do J flatter myſelf with theſe de- 


ot phtful ſcenes? J find thee abſent ſtill; 1 
ad urn and complain as one unpitied; what 
„in lie while thou art abſent? Oh! return 
thy d bleſs me with thy preſence, thou who 


my midnight ſighs, and doſt hear when 
the dawning day I call thee; but ſtill thou 
vereſt not, and ſeemeſt deaf to my pray- 
, Iam, it is true, a worthleſs wretch ; 


Opaſion brought me into covenant. with 


the 
a 3- My beloved is mine, and I am his. 


face 
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How fearful ſhall I be of every thing that 
would offend thee ? How joyful in the bleſ- + 


[whiſper cz bliſs to the: ny ſtreams and 


oveſt my diſtrels, and art acquainted with | 
ſectet cares. T hou who art the witneſs 


vile as I am, thou haſt in thy immenſe 


1 * 


8 5 Dioden — 
Ie is my ſun, though be refuſe fo ive ; 


Though fur a moment he 3 0 
1 awell for ever on his heath n 
For ever be ON Mine. 127 


© Nothing can break; the' hang union z but 

for this confidence I were. undone z but to 
this beam of hope I were loſt in eternal dark. 

neſs. Why art thou diſquieted, O my ſoul, ani 
why art thou calt down within me? Hope in 

God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him for the tie bi o 

bis countenance. | ſhall yet welcome his e. 

iurn, I ſhall yet hear his ide volee, 
\an9 meet his favorable ſmiles. 

But why, O my God, this long kuſpence! 
why do thele intervals of night and darknel 
abide upon me, and torment my heart { 
_ ? Wil chou deny a bliſs ſo eaſily grant 

ed? I aſk no more than is lawful for mo 
rn to wiſh : I aſk not the viſions of angel 
here below, nor the beatitudes of perfect 
ſpirits: TI aſk but what thou haſt bid og 
ſeek, and given me hopes to obtain: 11 
that acred fellowſhip, that ineffable con 
munion with which thou favoreſt thy ſata! 
Ohl let me hear thoſe heavenly whilpe 
that give them the foretaſtes of immeri 

_ pleaſures; let me be ſenſible of thoſe divi 
approaches that kindle: celeſtial ardot 
their ſovis ; let me meet thoſe beams ! 
darken all mortal beauty; let me er0); 
this . Kander, thoſe ſmiles that! 


/ 


__ 


/ 
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the bliſs of pinot in W Though ws 
but darkly, and afar off, yet let me feel their 


influence it wilt brighlen the paſſage ß 

life, it will direct me thto' its mazes, and 4 
ut gild its rough and gloomy paths; z it will 4 
o raiſe the flames of ſacred love, it will waken | 
k. the divine principle within me, and ſet it a 
and glowing through all my powers, I hall A | 
F. abandon, I ſhall forget the vanities below, and W 
1M the glories of the world will be no more. But 0 
le. while thou, O my God, hideſt thy face, I loſe 4 
ice, my ſun, I languiſn and die: Let to thee a 1 


will lift up my eyes, to thee 1 lift my ſoul. - 


ace! Come, Lord, and never from me go | ö 
hel This world's a darkſome-'place : wy 
rt | by find no pleafare here below, © l 
rant -When 955 1 805 veil 525 face. Al 
* ' Breathing after God, and weary of 39 

175 the Norls. Hl 

u; no mean beauty of the ground 1 

fat That has allur d my eyes: z 
hilpe q faint beneath a nobler wound, $:: 3 
Woll Nor love below the fries © 4 
e diy! un words can reach the heights of love 11 


and, gratitude, let me pour out the ſecret 


ms i ardor of my ſoul; O let it not offegd thy 
io greatneſs, that duſt and vanity adotes and 
that! loves thee. II thou hadſt given me other 


nl © hs capacities, 
Bb 
/ . JA ur 55. 
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capacities, and formed any thing more ſuit. 
able to my wiſhes, L might have found 2 
lower "happineſs, and been content with 
ſomething below the infiaite Deity; but the 
ſcanty creation affords nothing to fatisfy me, 
and I follow thee by a divine inſtinct, and 
mere neceflity of nature. 

My life is uſeleſs, and my being . 
ficant without thee : My reaſon has no pro- 
per employ ment love, the nobleſt paſſion 
of my ſoul, has no odject to anſwer its dig- 
nity, I am reduced to abſolute poverty; 
my nature is entirely ruined, I am loſt, eter- 
pally loſt, undone, and abandoned to deſ pair, 
if I am deprived of thee. There can be no 
_ reparation made for aq infinite loſs ; Waahiog 

ean be inſtead of God tu my ſoul. 

I have willingly rencunced all things elle 
for thy ſake : All the ſentiments of tender- 
neſs and delight, that my ſoul ever feels for 
any earthly object, is mere ind- erence, 
compared to my love for thee : and it prows 


into hatred when that object ſtands as thy 


rival or competitor, This is the conquer- 


ing, the ſuperior flame that draws in and 


\ Iwallows vp all the other ardours of my na- 
* ture, My engagements with all terreſtrial 
things are broken; the names of father, of 
brother, or of triend, are no more; ab- 
ſtracted from thee, theſe tender titles give 
me neither confidence nor joy, and are 2 
in ig- 


3 
25 14 13 


F the HeARx. Its. 


dos gaißcant pames, but as thou doſt give 
them-an emphafis; tbey are nothing at all 
without thee z and with e 0 good 
can be an addition 3 
be ſoul can bold no mire, for God is all, 
He only equals its capacious graſp, © 
He only overfills'to ſpaces infinite,  _ 
Thou art my God, and 1 have enovgh ; 3 
my ſoul is fatisfied, I am entirely at reſt. 
| Divide the vain, the periſhing creation, to 
| the miſerable wretches that aſk no other por- 
tion: let them unenvy'd poſſeſs the honors, 
| and riches, and pleaſures of the world; with 
2 laviſh hand divide them away: theſe things 
are but as the duſt of the balance to the 
happy ſoul that knows what the light of thy 


wo Gm left for the low delights of mor- 
ig 
- Toft in the bigb enjoyments of thy love, 
What glorious mortal could my envy move ? 
Lou ineffable deleRations of divine love, 
let me have no ſentiment of pleaſure left 
but for you. My God revealiag his glories 
and his graces in Jeſus Chrift his Son, is ſut- 
ficient for my eternal entertainment. 
What it all former ideas of viſible things 
| vere wiped from my ſoul ?: what if I had no 
imaginatiob, no memory, no traces left of 
any thing but the joys I have found in thy 
Raine and the aſſurance of thy gay es 
Yor 


| countenance imports, After that there can 
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Sic thoſe are the only: paſt; wodents I 


recal with pleaſure, and oh let all the vaſt 
eternity befote me be ſpent in {beſe ſatisfac- 


| tions. LOR * 1 


er 
5 vain objects of ſenſe ! I reſign all thoſe poor 


and limited faculties by which you ate en- 
joy ed ; let me be inſenſible 10 al your im- 
_ preſſians, if they do not lead me to my God, 
Let Chaos come again, and the fair face of 
nature become an univerſal blank: Let her 
glowing beauties all fade away, and thoſe 
divine characters ſhe wears be effaced, 
mall vet be happy; the God of natute, and 
the original of all beauty is my God. 
What if the ſun were extinguiſhed in the 
Kies, and all the etherial lamps bad burn 
out their golden flames, I ſhall dwell in light 
and immortal day, for my God will be ever 


with me. When the groves ſhall no more 


renew their verdure, nor the fields and val- 
lies boaſt any longer their flowry pride; 


when all theſe lower heavens, and this earth 


ate mingled in univerſal ruin, and theſe ma- 


terial images of things are no more; I ſhall 


ſee new regions of beauty and pleaſure for 

euer opening themſelves in the divine el- 
ſence with all their original glories. _ 

But oh! how various, how boundleſs, 

| how tranſporting will the proſpect he? ob 

1 ſhall] bid adieu to. pinion, 5 de- 

7 0 ion, 
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tofions, and converſe with eternal realities ? 
When ſhall 1 drink at the fountai n read of 
| effential life and ble ſſedneſs F 
2 — aui then, 
O what ?—But aft not of the tongues of men, 
For angels cannot tell, —Let it ſuffice, 


« Thy/elf, my ſoul, ſhall feel thy own full ; Joys, 
And bold them faſt for ever. 


. Oh! break wy fetters, for 1 molt be 
gone. Bring my ſoul out of priſon ; I am 
ſtraitened; the whole creation is too nar- 
row for me; I ficken at this confinement, 
and groan and pant for liberty. How ſweet 
are the thoughts of enlargement ? My ſoul 
is alteady on the wing, and practiſes imagina- 
| ry flights : I ſeem to reach the heaven of 
_ heavens, where God himſelf reſides, | It is 

good for me to be here. N 


, But ab ! how ſoon the clouds of mortal ſenſe 
Ariſe, and veil the charming viſion ? 
Alas ! what do I here in this waſte and 

dreadful wilderneſs ? This diſmal region, 


> Iy glimpſes of future felicity we enjoy are ſo 
ſoon overſhaded, and ſurrounded with real 
horrors ? Alas | what do 1 here, waſting 
that breath in ſighs and endleſs complaints, 
that was given me to bleſs and praiſe the in- 
finite Creator ? Alas! what Co I here, a- 
mong rangers and MO, in this wild un- 
| 1 de eee 


3 


where our delights are vaniſhing, and the ve- 
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hoſpitable place, far from my og, and all 
the obz<As of my ſolid delight? 
My wiſbes, hopes, my pleaſures, and my love, 
My thoughts, and nobleſt paſſions are above. 
What do here in the dominions ot death 


and ſin, in the ptecincts and range of the 
powers of darknels ? Here they lay their 
toils, and ſet their fatal ſnares ; but, Lord, 


what part have they in me ? I have bid de- 


fiance to the powers of darkneſs in thy 


ſtrength, and renounced my ſhare in the 


_ vanities of the world. I ama ſubject of 


another kingdom, and dare not enter into 


any terms of peace and amity with the irre- 


concileable adverſaries of God and my ſoul, 
which inhabit theſe treacherous and ſinful 


regions, The friendſhip of the world is enmi- 


ty with God, Death and deſtruction ate 
in its ſmiles; I ſtand on my guard, and am 


every moment in danger of ſurprize: Oh! 


when will my geliveranet come from on 


den, my ſoul, 
0. when fall thy releaſe from cumb'rous fel 
Paſs the great ſeal of heav'n ? What happy hour 


Shall give thy tho'ts a looſe to ſoar and trace 


The intellectual world? 
What glorious ſcenes ſhall open, when 
once this mortal partition falls, when theſe 


Walls of clay ſhall totter and ſick down into 
duft? Ye waters of life, 175 torrents of im- 


| | mortal 


„ 


2 — 


Werne yo n 4 N 
* , ol Pa * 1 
FR \ 9 7 
R — 


; of the Hzaxr. 119 


mortal pleaſure, how impetuouſly will yo 
then roll in upon me, and ſwell and fill ub 
all the capacities of joy in my nature? Every, 
faculty ſhall then be filled, and every wiſh 
S ſhall end in unutterable fruitioo. WlnT 
awake into immortal light, 7 ball be ſatisfied 
| with thy likeneſs, Theſe expreſſleſs defires 
vill die into everlaſting raptures : Hope and 
languiſhing expectation will be no more; 
bot preſent, complete, and unbounded ſatis- 
factions will ſurround me. My God, my 
God himſelf ſhall be my infinite, my unut- 
terable joy: All the avenues of pleaſure 
ſhall be open before me, the ſcenes of beauty 
and. proſpects of delight. Everlaſting joy : 
all be upon my bead, and forrow and Jgbing . 
Wall flee away for ever. | 
There will be no more intervals of orief 
nd fin z fin, that inſupportable evil, that 
orſt, that heavieſt burden: Here the pain- 
Bl and deadly preſſure lies: Tis this that 
ungs as a weight on all my joys; but 
Inks be to my God, I can ſay, I ſincerely 
teſt and hate this vileſt of flaveries, this 
red bondage of corruption; I long for 
e glorious liberty of the ſons of GOD; I 
dan under this load of fleſh, this burden of a 
ortality, this body of death, 
But grant, O Lord, I way with patience i 
ntinue in well. doing, and at laſt obtain | 
ory and immortality through my Redeem- 


ers: 


+> 


mtv | | Dane) evi ns 


Ka 


os righteouſneſs,  SatBiify me through thy 
word of truth, remember this TR of my 
En, Advocate. 1 


2 III. 4 "IP for ſpeedy Saniificatio, 
LORD GOD, great and holy, all. 
ſufficient, and full of grace, if thov 

ſhouldſt bid me form à wiſh, and cake what. 

ſoever in heaven or earth I had to alk, it 
ſhould not be the kingdoms of this world 
nor the erowns of princes z no, nor ſhouldi 


be the wreaths of martyrs, nor the thrones of 
ach- angels: my firſt requeſt is to be mad 


| 

J 

k 

a 

8 
th 


pa 


bre 
Pre 


Wit 


holy; this is wh higheft concern. Rectify Ad 
the diſorders fin has made in my foul, ad p 
renew thy image there; let me be latskel ett 
with thy likeneſs. Thou haſt compaſſed mie 


(a0 1 
Oppo 
minu 
das t: 


paths with mercy in all other reſpects, and 

am diſcontented with nothing but my on 
| heart 3 becauſe it is fo unlike the image 0 
thy bolinefs, and fo unfit for thy immedi 


- preſence. f Oh 
Permit me to be importunate here, O biel Pp 
Y fr 


ed God, and grant the importunity if u 
wildes; let me be favored with a graciot 
and ſpeedy anſwer, for I am dying while 
am ſpeaking : the very breath with which 
am calling upon thee, is carrying 2004 
part ot wy nie: this 1 wh that is mY 

et - vokin 


Inſwe, 
ratz 
lance 
$ It is 
ang 
anno 


— 


Jn 
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grave: Theſe knees that are bent to pay 
thee homage, and theſe hands that are now 
lifted to the moſt high God for mercy, muſt 
ſhortly be mouldering to their original duſt : 
Thele eyes will ſoon be cloſed in death, 
which are now looking up to thy throne for 


: | vid ty mercy, and let thy favor outſtrip - 
the halty moments. 


Thou art unchang'd, while rolling ages | 
pals along z but J am decaying, with every 
btesth 1 draw. My whole allotted time to 


n | prepare for heaven is but a point, compared : 
nad? with thy infinite duration. The fhortnefs 


ud vanity. of my preſent being, and the 


| | li | | — g ® « f ; 
= [importance of my eternal concerns, join to- 
$ 


gether: to demand my utmoſt ſolicitude, and 
give wings to my warmeſt wiſhes, Before! 


uy Gao utter all my preſent deſires, the haſty 
100 opportunity perhaps is gone, the golden 


minute vaniſhed, and the ſeaſon of mercy. 
nas taken irs everlaſting flight. 


ant my gequeſt while I am yet ſpeaking, 


wratiOn, and the exigence of my circum- 
lances, My'bufinefs, of high importance 
$ It is, yet is limited to the preſent now, the 
killing moment, for all the powers on earth 
not promiſe. n . 
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roking thee, muſt ſhortly be flent in the 


a blefling. Ohl prevent the flying hours | A 


| Oh! God of ages, hear me ſpeedily, and 


ly frailexiſtence will admit of no delay=. {| 
nlwer,me according to the ſhortneſs of __ | 


* 8 5 * . 4 
Wo: 


1 Devolr Exttgrens 

Leet not my prefling importunity therefore 
offend thee; my happineſs, my everlaſting 
a happineſs, my whole being is concerned in 
my ſucceſs; As much as the enjoyment of 
LW God himſelf is worth, is at take, 
Ido knoweſt, O Lord, what qualificz. 
I tions will fit we te behold ther; thou know. 
ee.ſt in what] am defective; thou cant pre. 
| |= = my ſoul in an inſtant, to enter into th 
Te holy habitation: I breathe now, but the 
nest moment may de death; let not chat fa. 
tal moment come before I am prepared. 
T ̃be ſame creating voice that ſaid, Les iber 
deb, and there was light, can in the lame 
1 l - __ _ manner purify and adorn my foul, and make 
mme fit for thy own preſence z; gad my ſoul 
VE  - Jongs to be thus purified and adorned, 0 
18 + -Lord,delay not, for every mament's intervi 


1} 


loss to me, and may be a loſs unſpeakable 
and unrepairable, Thy delay cannot be the 
. leaſt advantage to thee; thy power and thy 
clemency are as full this preſent inſtant, 
they will be the next, and my time as fleet 
ing, and my wants as preſſing. 
Remember, O eternal God, my loft tia 
is forever loſt; and my waſted hours vi 
never return, my neglected opportvoit 


'A word, and ſet me no 
ing improvement. 


*,.v — - — 


0 . not 4 Spirit of God reſtrain nell, 
but bleſs me according to the fulneſs of thy 
own being, according fo the'riches of thy 


nite- Unconceivable love maniteſted in that 
| glorious gift of thy beloved Son, wherein 


It is through his merit and mediation 1 
humbly wait for all the eee 
1 to * . wh 


5 oY Gratis Ar: erh —_— 
bert | | FLY _ Favors. : 5 | 
wr kr wwe trace back thy"mercy, ©: oy 


foul God, from. the firſt early dawn of life, | 
0 100 bleſs chee fon the privileges of my birth 
evi ber it was got inthe lands of darkneſs, - 
cable where no ray of che goſpel had ever darted 
* its. light where the name of a Saviour never 
4 thy had reached my ears, nor the tranſporting 


dings of tedemption from eternal miſerß 
* Nd dr ver bleſſed my ſou), 

Rk how ſhall 1 cxpreſs. wy gratitude tor 
dat grace Which ordained my lot in this 


of 
> 10 Warged Japhet, even the iſlands of the lea, 
neſs b þ mage bim fo dwelt i in the tents of we in 


grace in brift Jeſus, accordiog to thy infi- 


the fulnelſs of the Godhead was contained: 


lappy land, one of the iſlands of which | hg 
F long Gince propheſied, T bey ſhould ſee © 
Wy glory, and truſt in thy name God has © 
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ae MAPA of Abraham, 1 have "Ri 

ſcent from ide Gentiles, who were once 
1 ers to the covenant of grace, aliens from 
. The eee of Iſrael ; but are noy | 
brought nigh by the blood of ſprinkling. 
Jeſus, the great peace-maker, hat. brought 
_both near to God, and to each other, 

I bleſs thee with all my powers, for the. 
1 of my delcent from pious arceſt. 
ors ; that thou haſt been their dwelling. 
Place from generation to generation, and 
haf not taken thy loving kindneſs from their 
Feu, nor ſuffered thy faithfulneſs to fail. 

I hov halt extended thy mercy to me the 
lat and leaſt of all my father's houſe, un- 
3 to wipe the feet of the meaneſt of the 
ſet vants of my Lord; and yet by an abſo⸗ 
Jute act of goodneſs 1 am brought into thy 
family, and numbered with the children & 
"God, Even fo it has ſeemed good in thy 
fight, who art e 10 _ thou wilt 
3 . 

1 might have been a veſſel of wrath, 
trophy to thy juſtice, inſtead of a monument 
ol thy mercy : How unſearchable thy ways! 
how uncontrouled and free Thou didl 

* - regard me in my low eſtate, in more that 
mp original guilt and miſery ; for I had in 
proved the wretched ſtock, and been a % 
3 as earch As natural dave to ſin all 
eo. 


Z com 


In ar. s 
- From this ignominious ſlavery, thou, my 
| great Redeemer, halt ranſomed me, and 
brought me into the glorious liberty of te 
ſons of God. I was a ſtranger, and thou 
dit take me in; naked, and thou haſt 
clothed we with the ſpotleſs robes of thy +} 
own righteouſneſs; I was hungry, and thou |} 
dia feed me ; thirſty, and thou didſt give 
; ei grink of the fountain of life. 
Wbt am I, O Lord, and what is my 3 
1 father's. houſe, that thou haſt dealt thus gra- 
„eech with me, in entering into an even- 
laſting covenant, ſigned and ſealed, even 
the ſenlibly ſealed to my ſoul by the witneſs of | 
on. Wy. / Spirit? Lord, why me, rather than ma- 
he BY 0 that were companions of my earthly va= 
vis. BY ties and folly ? Whence were the motives | 
thy drawn, but from thy ſovereign pleaſute? ©! 
0 How many are paſſed by that could have 
done ee ON ſervice, and age + a _ ht 
: er acknowledgment to thy diſtiopuiſhing 
Te ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, ye 
tanſomed nations triumphant above, inftru& 
me in the art of celeſtial eloquence ; tell me 
in what ſtrains of ſacred harmony you ex- 
| preſs your gratitude for this glorious redemp- 
uon, While in exalted raptures you fing to 
lim that loved and waſhed you in bis own blood, 
and made you kings and prieſts to God, 
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72 none Tan ſee thy face and live, let me die to 


3 ane after the nue. of co! 
D 


72 OR thee, 4 ah TE 1 was a 


mortal in a ſtate of frailty and imperfec- 
- tion, that made this bold, but pious requeſt; | 
Wbich 1 repeat on different terms. Since 


bebole it. This is the only requeſt I have 
to make, and this will I ſeek after, that! 
may behold the beauty of the Lord; not a 
I have ſeen it in thy ſanctuary below, but in 
ſull perfection and ſplendor, as thou art ſeen 
by ſeraphs and cherubs, by angels and arch- 
angels, and the e. a. Juſt wen mace 
parte, | 

.Q my God, F my ſagongaicy. yon 
| Thow haſt commanded me to love-thee with 
all my heart, my ſoul, | my. ſkreogth, asd 
E by thy Spirit kindled the ſacred flame 
in my breaſt; From this riſes my preſent 
impatience ; from hence the atdor of my 
_ defires ſpring, Can I love thee, and be {:- 
_ tisfied at this diſtance from thee? Can! 
| love thee, and not long to behold thee is 
 perfeRt excellence and beauty? ls ita crime 
_ to preſs forward to;the end for which I wa 
created? All my wiſhes and my hopes of 
| happineſs terminate in the. 

Does not the thirſty traveller pine for ſome 
ae ſtream? * not the weary 
be 
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1 at 1700. or the wretched captive be free? 
And ſhall not my thirſty, weary, captive 
| foul, long for refreſhment, liberty, and reſt? 
I am but a ſtranger, 3 pilgrim here, and 
| have no abiding place; this is not my reſt, 
my home; and yet if thou haſt any employ- 
ment for me, though the meaneſt office in 
j thy family, I will not repine at my ſtay. 
Ba, O Lord, thou haft go need of ſuch 
worthleſs ſervice. as I ean pay thee; thy an- 
a dels are ſpirits, chy miniſters flames of fire z 
0 thouſands' of thouſands ſtand before thee, 
he and ten thouſand times ten thouſand miviſter 
de Wi unto thee ; they attend thy orders, and fly 
_ Wh xt thy command. O deliver me from this 
__ heh of mortality, and 1 will ſerve thee 
with a zeal as pute and active as theirs, 
a"l I can ſpeak of thy loving kindneſs to the 
ae Bl children of men in a very imperfe& manner; 
(col i but then I will join with the celeftial choir, | 
nin praiſing thee, and rehearſe to liſtening 
| angels what thou haſt done for my ſoul.— 


darkſome intervals, when my heart & tongue 
are both untuned, a thouſand neceſſary diſ- 
actions that riſe from the miſeries of mor- 
ality ; but when theſe intervals of grief and 
lin ſhall ceaſe, my ſoul ſhall dwell at eaſe, 
and be tarever: glad, and rejoice | in thy ſal- ö 


. 8 XXXL, 


be nation, 


Here I have a thouſand interruptions from Dy 
the delightful work, a-thouſand-cold and 25 


* Pot \ Ss ahh 


, a» + 
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xxx, 4 Surrender 7 the Soul to GOD, 


tee; be thy & terms never ſo ſevere, O let us 


| Devut Kasse 


. 10 


MMAND me what thou wilt, 0 
Lord, give me but ſtrength to obey 


never part. 1 reſign my will, my liberty, 
_ my choice. to thee; I ſtand diveſted of the 
world, and aſk only thy love, as my inherit 
ance. Give, or deny me what thou wilt, I 
leave all the circumſtances of my future time | 
in thy hands: Let the Lord guide me con- 
tinually ; here I am, do with me what ſeem- 
eth good in thy fight, wy. do not ſay, 
- Thou baſt no pleaſure in me. 
Loet me not live to diſhonor as to {bring 
2 reproach on thy name, to profane the blood 
2 the Son of God, and grieve the Spirit af 
ce. O take not thy loving -kindneſ 
from me, nor ſuffer thy taithfulneſs to fail, 
Thou haſt ſworn by thy holineſs; and thou 
wile not he to the ſeed of thy ſervants z thou 
baſt ſworn that the generation of the righte- 
ous ball be bleſſed; Veſt me with this cha 
tacter, O my God, nd A (his _ to 
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D* La not my importunity offend chee 
JS tor it * the 1 * of land; i 
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me perſiſt : Thy word and thy oath, the 
tuo immutable things in which it is impoſſible 
for God to lie, give me ſtrong conſolation. 


I is this that makes me preſs forward to 
thy chrone, and with confidence lay hold on 


neſs, on thy goodneſs and tender compaſſion 


dren of men put their truſt under the ſhadow of 
thy wings, It is thy glory to be the confi- 
dence of the ends of the earth, and it Was 
| long ſince predicted, that in thy name the Gen- 
— ¼˙mĩ Sn 
Kind guardian of the world, our beavenly aid, 
To whom the vows of all mankind are Paid 
We pay the higheſt homage, and exalt thy 


rewarder of them that diligently ſeck thee, 1 
vill never quit my hold of thy promiſes, 


treafure. I humbly hope I have a rightful 
my religious anceſtors, the God of my moth- 


breathing out his ſoul, he gave me to thy 


by me 


> x3. 40h Hzarr, | 129 
is my ſtedfaſt belief in thy word that makes 


thy ſtrength, thy wiſdom, and thy faithful- 


thoſe glorious attributes for which tbe chil 


iofinite attributes by faith and confidence in. 

I know-thar'thov are, and believe thee a 
there I fix my hopes: I will not let a little 
80, nor part with a mite of the glorious 
claim ; thou art my God, and the God of 25 
u, the God of my pious father: Dying and 


care, he put me into thy gracious arms, and 
delivered me up to thy protection. He told 


130 8 Devout Exexenues 


me thou wouldfl never leave nor forſake me; 
he triumphed in thy long experienced faith- 
fulneſs and truth, and gave bis e ſot 
thee with his lateſt Bendl. 
And now, O Lord God of my fathers, 
whole « mercy has deſcended from age to age, 
whoſe truth has remained unblemiſhed, and 
inviolable, and whoſe love remains without 
decay, O Lord, the faithful God and the 
true, keeping covenant and mercy toa thou. 
ſand generations, let me find that proteRion 
and ble ſſing that the prayers of my dy ing fa- 
ther engaged for me : Now in the time of 
my diſtreſs, be a preſent help; and if thou 
wilt this once deliver me, thou alone (} al] be 
my future truſt, my councellor, and hope; 
to thee ! will immediately apply-myſelf, and 
look on the whole force of created nature as 
inſignificaat. -To thee I will devote all the 
. bleſſings thou ſhalt give me, my time, my 
life, my whole of this world's goods ; what- 
ever ſhare thou ſhale graciouſly allot me, 
ſhall ſurely be the Lord's. 
- Oh: hearken to the vows of my giftrels 
4040 for thy own honor deliver me from this 
perplexicy, which thou knoweſt, and reveal 
to me the abundance of mercy and truth. 
It was my dependance on this promiſe and 
fidelity that brought me into this exigence; 
I ſtaggered got at thy promiſes through un 


belief, dun boldly: ventured © on the credit of 
8 | thy 


thy oa, 1 took it for my ſecurity, and 
can the ſtrength of Iſrael repent? Canſt 
thou break thy covenant, and alter the thing 
that is gone out of thy mou? 

O God of Abraham, God of Iſaac, and Ged 
if Jacob, this is thy name forever, and this 

thy memorial to all generations; the God be- 
fore whom my fathers walked, the God that 


angel that redeemed me from all evil, bleſs 


EF 9 to the _—_ bounds of ihe everlaſt- 
| ing bills. 

Bleſs, me according to thy own gfeatnels, 
according to the unſearchable riches of thy 
grace in Chriſt Jeſus; he is the ſpring of all 


| ful witneſs, and has by his death ſealed the 
| divine veracity, and is become ſurety for the 


honor and faithfulneſs of the Moſt High 


. Cod. To this alſo the Hoh Ghoſt, the 
Spirit of Truth, bears witneſs, 


hear and grant my requeſt, for the glory of 
thy mighty name, that name which ſaints 
and angels bleſs and love : Let thy perfec- 
dons be manifeſt co the children of men; 
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fed me all my life long till now, and the 
me. Let the God of Jacob be my help, let 


the Almighty bleſs me; let the bleflings of 
my father prevail above the bleſſings of bis 


my hope, in whom all the promiſes of God 
are yea and amen; he is the true and faith- 


Oh 1 great Jebevab, Father, Son, and | 
Holy. Ghoſt, the Lord God omnipotent, - 


let 


132 Devout 4 Exts eis 


let * ſay, there is a God that judgeth | in 
the earth: Let them confeſs thou doſt keep 
thy covenant with the ſeed' of thy ſervants, 
that thy righteouſneſs is from age to age, 
and chy ſalvation ſhall never be aboliſhed , 
let them ſee and acknowledge, that in the 
fear of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and 
dis children have a place of ug. 
 Unſbaken as the ſacred bill, 
Aud firm as ee 58 
. as a rock the ſoul Hall refs 
00 'bat leans, O Lord, on Fee. 
ME MOR AUM Dun. 

N This act of. faith in God was. fully an- 
5 Feen and I leave my teſtimony, that th 
name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower, and b. 
2 enen them that 1 050 their ME in bim. 


vin. plcatin fo the dine T ruth, 


OWEVER intricate Bar hopeleſs my 
0 pteſent diſt teſs may be to human views, 
why. ſhould 1 limit the Almighty t or why 
ſhould the Holy one of Ifrael limit himſelf! 
_ Nature and neceſſity are thine ; thou ſpeak- 
eſt the word, and it comes to paſs; no ob- 

ſtacle can oppoſe the omnipotence of thy 
| will, nor make thy deſigns ineffectual. | 
1s thy hand at all ſhortened ſince the glo- 
rious — when ty mighty power, = 
thy 
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thy ſtretched arm form'd the heavens and 
earth; when theſe ſpacious ſkies were ſpread - 
at thy command, and this heavy globe fixed 
on its airy pillars 1 

The. ftrong foundations of the earth; 

Of old by thee were laid; 
' Thy hands the beauteous arch of heaven 
With wonderous ſkill bath made. 

And theſe ſhall wax old as a garment, as 
a veſture ſhalt thou chaoge them, and they 
ſhall be changed; but ſhould thou, like 
theſe, decay, bat were the hopes of them 
that confide in thee? If in all generations 
thy perfections were not the ſame, what con- 
ſolation eould the race of men draw from 
the ancient records of thy wonderful works? 
Why are we told, Thou didſt divide the ſea, 
io make a path for thy people tbro the mig biy 
waters; that thou didit rain bread from bea- 
| Ven, and diflolve the Rinty rock in chryſtal- 

ills, to give thy choſen nation drink ?* 
Thou art he that diſtinguiſhed Noah in- 
the univerſal deluge, and preſerved the 
floating ark amidſt the winds and rains, and- 
woaultuous billows. 

was thy protectiag care that led Abra- 
bam from his kindred and his nadve conn 


land. 


Ky to Fadan. aram, and give him bread to 
„ 


Iuy, and brought him lafely to the E 3 


Thou didſt accompany Jacob i in his} jour- 
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eat, and raiment to put on, till greatly in- 
eteaſed in ſubſtance: He returned to ca 

father's houſe, he wreſtled for a bleſſing, f 
wreſtled with the Almighty, and prevailed. 


With Joſeph thay. wenteſt down into 
Egypt, and didſt deliver him out of all his 


_ adverſities, till he forgat his ſorrows, and all 


the toil of his father's houſe. 


Thou didſt remember thy people in the 


Egyptian bondage, and r. with pitying 
eyes on their affliction; and after four hun- 
dtred and thirty years, on the very day thou 
hadſt promiſed, didit releaſe and bring them 
out with triumph and miracles. Thy pre- 
ſence weat with them in a pillar of a cloud 
by day, and a protecting fire by night. 
Thy conquering hand drove out great and 
potent nations, aad gave them an entire 
poſſeſſion of the land promiled to their fath- 


_ nor didft thou fail in the leaſt circum- 


| Rance of all the good things thou hadſt pro- 


ts miſed. 


What a cloud of witneſſes Hand on te- 
cord ! Joſhua and Gideon, Jephtha and 
Samſon, who through faith obtained pro- 

ms; - 

Thou didſt command the ravens to feed 
thy holy Prophet; and at the word of a 
Prophet, didſt ſuſtain the widoW?s family 
with a handful of meal. 

Thou didſt walk with the three Hebrews 
In the fiery furnace, | Thon 


Thou waſt preſent with Daniel in the lion's 


den to deliver him, becauſe he truſted in 
thee, 


In what ioſtance bas the prayer of faith 
been tejected? Where were the righteous 
forſaken ? Who can charge God, without 
charging him fooliſhly 2 What injuſtice has 
been found in the Judge of all the earth? 
His glortovs titles babe flood unblemiſhed 
from generation to generation; nor Tan any 
of his per fections decay, or rolling years 


make a change on the Antient of days. 
Are not his words clear and diſtin, 
vithout a double meaning, or the leaſt de- 
_ceit? Are they not ſuch as may juſtly ſecure 
my confidence—ſuch as would ſatisfy me 


from the mouth of man, unconſtant man, 


whoſe breath is in his noftrils, and his tound- 
ation in the duſt, unſtable as water, and 
f:eting as a ſhadow? And can Io flowly al- 
ſent to the words of the Moſt High? Shall 
I cruſt impotent man, that has neither wif- 
dom not might to accompliſh his defigns, 
that cannot call the next breath or motion 
his own, nor promiſe himſelf a momentygin 


all futurity ? Can I reſt on theſe feeble props, 


and yet tremble and deſpond when I have 


che veracity of the eternal God to ſecure and 
kupport me? 


I know he will not 1 bis covenant, 


nor r his fa; thfulneſs to fail —1 Inte 


al tt ſt 
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eat, and raiment to put on, till areatly in- 
crealed in ſubſtance: He returned to his 


father's houſe, he wreſtled for a bleſſing, he 
wreſtled with the Almighty, and prevailed, 


With Joſeph thay. .wenteſt down into 
Egypt, and didſt deliver him out of all his 
adverſities, till he forgat his ſorrows, and all 
the toil of his father's houſe, 

Thou didſt remember thy people in the 
Egyptian bondage, and look with pitying 
eyes on their affliction; and after four hun- 
dred and thirty years, on the very day thou 
hadſt promiſed, didſt releaſe and bring them 


out with triumph and miracles, Thy pre- 


ſence went with them in a pillar of a cloud 
by day, and a protecting fire by night. 
_ Thy conquering hand drove out great and 


potent nations, aad gave them an entire 


poſſeſſion of the land promiſed to their fath- 


ers; nor didft thou fail in the leaſt circum- 
ſtance of all the good things thou hadſt pro- 
„ -. | 


What a cloud of witneſſes Band on te- 
cord! Joſhua and Gideon, Jephtha and 
Toms, who through faith obtained pro- 


Thou didſt command tke ravens to feed 


thy holy Prophet; and at the word of a 
ui: didſt ſuſtain the widow's family 
with a handful of mel. 

Thou didſt walk with the three Hebrews 
In the fiery furnace, bon 


22 0 
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Thou waſt preſent with Daniel in the lion's 


gen to deliver him, becauſe he truſted in 


thee, 

In what ioftance has the prayer of faith 
deen rejected? Where were the righteous 
forſaken ? Who can charge God, without 
charging him fooliſhly ? What injuſtice has 


deen found in the Judge of all the earth? 


His glorious titles bats ſtood unblemiſhed 
from generation to generation; nor Tan any 
of his per fect ions decay, or rolling years 
| make a change on the Anitent of days. 
Are not his words clear and diſtin, 
without a double meaning, or the leaſt de- 
ceit? Are they not ſuch as may juſtly ſecu:e 
my confidence—ſuch as would fatisfy me 
from the mouth of man, unconſtant man, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, and his found- 


ation in the duſt, unſtable as water, and 
H:eting as a ſhadow? And can I ſo flowly al- 
ſent to the words of the Moſt High? Shall 
I cruſt impotent man, that has neither wil⸗ 
dom not might to accompliſh his deſigns, 


that cannot call the next breath or motion 


his own, nor promiſe himfelf a momentgin * 


all futurity ? Can reſt on theſe feeble props, 
and yet tremble and deſpond when I have 


the veracity of the eternal God to lecure and 
uppore me ? 


I know he will not breaks: his covenant, 


nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail ;—1 dere 
aitelt 
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| atteſt i it in the face of earth and hell—1 dare 


ſtake my all for time and eternity on this 
glorious truth; a truth which hell cannot 
blemiſh, nor all its malice contradict. 
Exert yourſelves, ye powers of darkneſs ; "Ir 
bring in your evidence, collect your inſtanc- 


es, begin from the firſt generation, ſince the 
world was peopled, and men began to call 


on the name of the Lord; when did they 
call in vain? When did the Holy One of 


Iſrael fail the expecation of the humble and 


contrite ſpirit? Point out in your blackeſt 
characters the diſmal period, when the pame 


of the Lord was ho. more a refuge to them 


that truſted in him? Let the annals of hell 
be produced, let them mark the dreadful day, 
and diſtinguiſh it with eternal triumphs, 


In vain you ſearch; for neither heaven, 


nor earth, not hell, have. ever been-witnels 


to the leaſt deviation from truth or juſtice, 
The Almighty ſhines with unblemiſhed glo- 
ry, to the confuſion of hell, and the conſola- 
tion of thoſe that put their truſt in him. 
On thy eternal truth and honor I entirely 
caſt myſelf? if I am deceived, I am deceived, 
Angels and arch-angels are deluded too; — 


they, like me, have no dependance beyond 
the divine veracity, for theit bleſſedneſs and 
immortality ; they hang all their, hopes on 
bis goodneſs and immutability; if that fails, 
the celeſtial paradiſe vaniſhes, and all its 


glories 
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| and the ſeraphic thrones mult totter and fall. 
| Where are your crowng-? ye ſpirits elet— 


ity of that would darken the fields of light, 
jand turn the voice of melody into grief and 
kmentation, ; 

What pangs wovld rife, even through all 
the regions of bleſſedneſs, what diffidence 
nd fear would ſhake the heart of every in- 
Wabitant, what agonies ſurprize them all, 
Could the word of the moſt High God be 


en tremble, and the everlaſting mountains 
bow, the celeſtial foundations might be mov- 
from their place, and that nobleſt ſtruc- 


| emptineſs. ; | 


ou King of ſaints ;, bleſſed are all they that 
ki 1beir truſt in ibee; tor thou art a certain 
loge in the day of diftreſs, and under the 
ow of thy wings I will rejoice. My 
ul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord, and tri- 
"wh in bis ſalvation: I called on bim in my 
Preſs, and be has delivered me from all my 
Fr, Hallelujah. PS 525 

re I diſmiſs my carnal hope, 

My fond defires recal; 

de my mortal intereſts up, 


ing make my God my all, XXXIV. 


glories are extinct; the golden palaces ſiak, 


where are your ſongs and your triumphs, if 
libe truth of God can fail? A mere poſſibil. 


panceiled -? The pillais of heaven might 


pre of the hands of God be chacs, and eter- 


But fur ever juſt and true are thy ways, 
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poor would my expectations be, if 10, 
ly looked to be rewarded according 
' thoſe works which my own vanity, or tl 
partiality of others, have called good, aid 
Which, if examined by the divide purit 
would prove but ſpecious fins f Ag ſuch] 
renounce them: Pardon: them, gracid 


bar 
ver 


Isos and bis Blood. 


| 0 
L* me give glory to God before 1 die I hop 
and take ſhame and confuſion to my. don, 
elt. I aſeride my ſalvation to the free add my 
_ abſolute goodneſs of God. Not by the ror: 
| Rrength of reaſon or any natural inclination Mſmile: 
to virtue, but by tbe grace of Cd I am whit iſtoget 
Tam. O my Redeemer, be the victory, be tages 
the glory thine, I expect eternal life e ap 
happineſs from thee, not as a debt, but i|itbou 
free gift, a promiſed act of bounty. Hoi 


Lord, and 1 aſk no more; nor can I hopef 
that, but through the latisfaction which he 
been made co divine Juſtice for che ſia 
the world, 
O Jeſus, my. Saviour, what harm! 
dwells in thy name! celeſtial joy, imc0 
life is in the ſound, 
| Sweet name I in thy each gabi 
A thouſand bleſs'd Arabia's dcnel l. 
Mountains of myrrh, and beds of [pitts, 
And ten thouſand paradiſes, 


N | 
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Let angels ſer this name to their golden 


Ver magnify it. 

O O my propitious Saviour, where were my 
hopes but for thee ; how deſperate, how un- 
done were my circumſtances ? I look on 
myſelf, in every view I can take, with hor- 


ages I can boaſt, I ſhrink back, I tremble 
Jo appear before unblemiſhed Majeſty, © 
Itbou in whoſe name the Gentiles truſt, be 
my refuge in that awful hour, To thee I 


porenant be on me. Cleanſe me from my 
riginal Rain, and my contraſted impurity, 
nd adorn me with the robes of thy righ- 


uſtified before infinite juſtice and purity. 

© enter not into judgment with me, for 

te beſt act ions of my life cannot bear thy 
rutiny ; ſome fecret blemiſn has Rained alt 


ferved contempt 1 in the fight of God. 
- «When 


(63, 


F 


harps ; let the redeemed of the Lord for e 


Iror and contempt. I was born in a ſtate of 
Enmiſery and fin, and in my beſt eſtate am al- 
together vanity. With the utmoſt advan- 


come, my only confidence and hope. Let 
he blood of ſprinkling, let the ſeal of the 


eouſneſs, by which alone I expect to ſtand | 


glory. My devotion to God has been 
Aae with levity and irreverence; my 
harity to man, with pride and oſtentation. 
ome latent defect has attended my beſt ac-. 
ons 3; and thoſe very things which perhaps 
ve been highly eſteemed by men, tave 
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« hen I ſurvey the wond'rous croſs- 
e On which the Prince of Glory dy d, 
« My richeſt gain I count but loſs, 
Aud pour contempt on all my pride. 
Forbid it, Lord, that I ſhould boaſt, 
Save in the croſs of Chriſt my God : 
All the vain things that charm me moſt, 
* T ſacrifice them to thy blood.” 


5 S 


3233 30, 1735. 
a by Review of Divine Mercy and 
Faith fulneſs. : 


| 1 AM now ſetting. to my ſeal, that God is 
1 true, and leaving this as my laſt teſli 
 mony to the divine veracity. I can, from 
vbumerous experiences, aſſert his faithfulneſs 
and witneſs to the certainty of his promiſes 
The word of the Lord is tried, and be is 
buckler to all thoſe that put 122 truſt in hin. 
O come, all you that fear the Lord, and I 
will tell you what be bas done for my ſoul ; | 
will aſcribe righteouſneſs to my Maker, and 
leave my record tor a people yet unborn, 
that the generation to.come may riſe up and 
praiſe him, _ 

Into whateyer diſtreſs bs wiſe providence 
has brought me, I have called on the Lord, 
and he heard me, and delivered me from all: 
wy fears: P [ truſted in God, and he hy 


F ³˙¹wö ¶ ũC!! . ms 


we. Oh! let my experience ſtand a wit- 


veſs to them that hope in his mercy; let it 
be to the Lord for a praiſe and a glory. 

I know not where to begin the recital of 
thy numerous favors. Thou haſt hid me 
in the ſecret of thy pavilion, from the pride 


of man, and from the ſtrife of tongues, when 
| by a thouſand follies Ihave merited reproach. 


Thou haſt - graciouſly. protected me, when 


| the vanity of my friends, or the malice of 


my enemies, might have ſtained my reputa- 
tion: Thou haſt covered me with thy fea- 
thers, and under thy wings have I truſted : 


Thy truth has been my ſhield and my buck- 
ler z to thee 1 owe the bleſſing of a clear 
and unblemiſhed name, and not to my own 

conduct, nor the partiality of my friends— | 


Glory be to thee, O Lord. 


Thou haſt led me through a tones la- 
| byrinths, and enlightened my darkneſs — 
When ſhades and perplexity ſurround me, 


my light has broke forth out of obſcurity, 


and my darkneſs been turned into noon day. 


Thou haſt been a guide and a father to me. 
When I knew not where to aſk advice, thou 


haſt given me unerring counſel : The ſecret 


of the Lord has been with me, and he has ſhown 


me bis covenant. 


la how many ſeen and unſeen gangen haſt 


thou delivered me ! How narrow my grati- 
tude! How wide thy mercy ! How innumer- 


< -able 
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1 metcy endures. forever, thy faich(ulode has 


or as waters that fail to my ſaul. 
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able ate thy chonghr of love | How ink. 
nite the inſtances of thy goodneſs! Hoy 
big aboye the ways and thoughts of man 
_ How often haſt thou ſupplied my wants, 
5 and by thy bounty contounded my unbelief! ö 
Thy benefits have ſurpriſed and juſtly re. 
ae my diffidence; my taith has often 

iled, bot thy goodneſs has never failed.— 
The world and all its flatteries have failed, 
my on heart and hopes have failed, but thy 


never failed. 
|, BK Rrength of Iſrael has never deceived 
me, nor made me aſhamed.of-my confidence. 
Thou haſt never beeg as a deceitful brock, 


Isg loving-kiadneſs, in truth, and in very 
faithfulneſs thou haſt afflided we: Oh! 
haw unwilling haſt thou ſeemed to grieve 
me? with bay much indulgence has. the 
_ pvoiſhment, been mixed? Love has r | 
ed through the diſguiſe of-every frown : 
beams have glimmered through the a 
night; by every affliction thou haſt been 
ſtill drawing me nearer to thyſelf, and tt- 
Boring my carnal. props, that 1 _ lean 
with more aſſurance on the eternal rock. 
Thy love has been my leadiog glory fram 
the firſt intricate ſteps of life: 7888 he ff 
undeſßigning paths I rod, were marked and 
guarded by the vigilance of thy love. Ui 
hiker elle had my fo and 9 * led me ? 


— 
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- How af have I tried and experienced 
thy clemency, and found an immediate anſ- 
wer to my. prayers ? Thou haſt often litetal - 
ly ' fulfilled thy word: I bave a freſh in- 
2a of thy faithfulneſs again, Thou haſt 
made me triumph in thy goodneſs, and given 
a new teſuon to the veracity of 18 pro- 
mies. 
And after all, what mitte Abet in 
enkbiliy reigns in my heart! Oh !. cancel 
it by the blood of the covenant, Root out 
this monſtrous infidelity that ſtill returns 
after the fulleſt evidence of thy truth.. — 
| Thou haſt graciouſly condeſeended to anſwer 
we in my on time and way, and yet I am 
again doubting thy faithfulneſs and, care. 
Lord, pity me, I believe, O belp my unbelief, 
Go on to ſuccor, go on to pardon, and at laſt 
conquer my diffidence, Let me hope againſt 
I hope, and! in the greateſt perplexity. give 
glory: to God, by belle 1125 What my own 
experience has ſo often found That the 
firength of: ſfrael will not lie; ven i te 05 man. 
that be ſhould repent _ 
While I have memory, and W let 
bis gaodneſs dwell on my ſoul, Let me not 
orget the depth of my diſtreſs, the anguiſh 
nd-importunity.of my. vows. When every 
human help failed, and all was dark neſs and 
detplenity, then God wag all my ſtay— 
Then 1 ken ao/ name but his, and * alone 
new 


deliverances to recount, ten thouſand unaſk'd 


bo in finite thy mercy! 


— 
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knew my ſoul in advetſity. Bleſs the Lord, 
0 my ſoul, and forget not all his benefits. 
| Long as 1 live, I 5 bleſs thy name, 
"My King, and God of love; 
"th work and joy ſhall be the ſame 
In the bright worlds above. 
I have yet a thouſand, and ten thouſand 


for mercies to recal : No moment of my lite 
has been deſtitute of thy care; no accident 
has found me unguarded by thy watchful 
eye, or neglected by thy providence. — 
Thou haſt been often found, unſought by 
my ungrateful heart, and thy favors have 
ſurpriſed me with great and unexpected ad- 
vantages: Thou haſt compelled me to te. 
ceive the bleſſings my fooliſh humour deſ- 
piſed, and my corrupt will would fain have 
rejected. Thou haſt ſtopped thy ears tothe 
defires which would have ruined andiundone 
me, when 1 might/juſtly have been left to 
my own choice, for the puniſhment of ny 
many fins and follies. How great my guilt! 


Hitherto God bas helped, and here 1 ſi 
up a memorial to that goodneſs which his 
never abandoned me to the malice and firs 
tagems of my infernal foes, nor left met 
Prey to human craft or violence. The glo!) 
of his providence has often ſurpriſed me 
when groping in thick darkneſs, With4 

| potent 
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and there was light. He has made his good- 
neſs pals. before me, and loudly proclaimed 
bis name, The Lord, the'Lord God, merciful 
and gracious. * him be glory for ever, 
Ann, A 


XXXVI. Some daily Experiences of the graci- 


y Lord. 
inst WEEK 
x. 


: Fo VERY day's experience reproaches my. 
el. i unbelief, and brings Mme ſome new evi 
ye dence of thy faithfulneſs, Thou haſt diſ- 

Ipelled my fears, and, to the confuſion of 


Imy ſpiritual foes, thou haſt heard the, voice 


One 
w of my diſtreſs, But a few hours ago I was 
oy {MW''cnbling and doubting, it thou waſt indeed 


prateful heart I bere record, May the ſenſe. 


pt thy benefits hace” opt on my ſoul. 
1 | 


gain thou haſt 4 me an inſtance of thy 
A a 7-428 x 


f Note—The Arise of theſe eneditations-into fevers by 


e pious writer, ſeems to tell us that theſe were ihe devout: 
dughts of ix weeks of her iſe. | | 


potent. voice e he has ſaid, Let there be light, 


9992989 — 5 


ous methods of divine Providence; to me, the 
leaſt and * e * all ihe ſervants | 


a God hearing prayer; and now Þ have a 
eſh- inſtance of thy goodneſs, which with a. 


Thy mercies are new every morning ; = 


£263 2 CITES, 
ers i - 9 2 = oy 
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truth; 1 traſtedi in God, and. be bas Jilivered | 
me; I will love the. Lord. becauſe be bas heard 
the voice of my ſupplication; therefore wll 7 
Call on aim as Jorg. as T . „ 
1 for 000 bis way is perfet ; the word 
| of the Lord is tryd: Heisa buckler to all 
that put their truſt in him. He has punQu- 
ally tuifilled the word on which I relied, — 
5 Bleſs the Lord, 0 my on. | 
IV.“ 
| Thy voy 0 me with an un ves. 
ried courſe; language is too faint to exyrels 
thy praiſe: No eloquence. can reach th: 
ſubjet, My heart is warm with the piou; 
reflection; I look upward, and filently 
breathe out the unutiterable gratitude that 
melts and rejoices my foul; I ſtaggercd at 


thy promiſe thro? unbelief, and yet thou hal 2 
graciouſly performed thy words, If ve hy? 
ſometimes doubt or faulter in our faith, yt! Ms 
he abideth. faithful who has promiſed. x 
- , 
With the morning light my health TW by t. 
peace ate renewed; the cheating influence 1 
of che ſui, and the ſweeter beams of the d vi 
vine favor ſhine on my tabernacle— Lom deliy 
why me ?—why am I a ranſom'd, pardon i craft 
finner ?—why am I rejoiciog among tit 2 
rait. 


inſtances ot lovereign grace, and ualimite 


a clem 2 
ency v1 


| 
[ 


l 
. 


— „ annals. x 
N Sat" 4 Por <p nb rec: 


N ee 
| 6 Tr nt” ona yy ogwenh> 
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: VI. 

I boaſted in thy truth, and thou haſt not made 
me aſhamed. My infernal foes are confounded, 
while my faith is crowned with ſuccèfs. 

0h ! who hath taſted of thy clemency, _ 
In greater meaſure, and more oft than I? 

As the week be gun, ſo it ends with a ſeries of 

mercy. Language and numbers fail to reckon 


| «hy favors, but this ſhall be my eternal employ - 
ment, e + 


When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide thy works no more, | 

My ever thankful ſoul, O Lord, 
Thy goodneſs ſball adore, 


SECOND WEEK. 


IIA ſeen the goings of God my King in his 


ſanduary e But oh, how tranſient the view! ! 
My fins turned back thy clemency, and yet I can 

celebrate the wonders cf forgiving grace. 1 5 
What do I owe thee, O thou great preſerver 


| of men, for eaſy and peaceful fleep, for nights 


unmoleſted with pain and anxiety. 
Thou round my bed a guard dof} keep; 
. Thine eyes are open while mine ſleep. 
Not a moment ſlides in which I am unguarded 
by thy gracious Oy 
Thanks be to God, who has given me the 


victory thro? the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thou haſt 


delivered me frem the ſnare of the fowler, the 
craft and matice of hell, and kept me back from 
linning againſt thee—be thine the victory and 
Praiſe, Hallelujah, 8 
. IV. O 


148 
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O Lord God of Iſrael, happy is the man that 
-putteth his truſt in thee. I left my burden at thy 
feet, and thou haſt ſuſtained me; my cares are 


diſſipated, my deſires anſwered. O who ig Cod 


like unto thee, near unto all that call upon thee ? 


2 5 Thy ſtrength is manifeſt in weakneſs. Net 


unto me, © Lord, but to thee be all the glory. 
For ever thy dear charming name 
- Shall duell upon my tongue; 
And JESUS and Salvation be 
Nein every Jong. .. 
This ſhall be my employment thro' an eternal 
Poo mage fr that alone can meaſure my grati- 
tude. 
ſalvation—he alſo 1 face ſong. 
| Every day's experience confirms my faith, and 
brings a freſh evidence of thy goodneſs. Thou 
haſt diſpelled my fears, and to the confuſion of my 


[ſpiritual foes, harkened to the voice of my dif. 


treſs. 
„ EEO 
I will love the Lord, who has heard my ſuppli- 
cations, I made my boaſt in his faithfulneſs, and 
he has anſwered all my expeQation. 
W WEEK. 


XA laſt exigence will be the e part of 
5 en, my 
God. Thou who haſt led me hitherto, forſake 

me not at laſt. Be my ſtrength when nature 
fails, and the flame of life is juſt expiring ; let 


my life. Oh ! remember me t 


thy {miles cheer that gloomy hour ; Oh! then 
let thy gentle voice whiſper peace and ineffable 
conſolation to my ſoul. _ II. 


The Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength and 


uggeſ 
ence z 
nice, a | 


Oh! 
is nig 
Ieate: 
Was {] 
ings. 


- 


2 


E 
j 
n 
E 


In ſix and in ſeven troubles thou halt delivered 
me, and been a covert from the tempeſt, a hiding 
place from the wind Hitherto God has helped, 
and J have dwelt ſecute; and here I leave a 


future diſtruſt of thy "RIA and truth, 
3j. 1 
Every day of my life encreaſes the ſum of thy 
mercies. The riſing and the ſetting ſun, in its 
conſtant revolution, can witneſs the renewal of 
thy favors, Thou waſt graciouſly preſent in an 
imminent danger; by thee my bones have been 


kept entire, and thou haſt not ſuffered me to daſh 
my foot againſt a ſtone. . 


Blefs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 
ve, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, 
and forget not all his. benefits ; who heals thy diſ. 
C eaſes, and pardons all thy ſms. O thou, the great 
phyſician of my body as well as of my diſtemper'd 
ſoul, thou haſt reftored and ſaved me from death 
wand hell, Bleſſed Jeſus, thou haſt taten my infir- 
mities, and borne my ſictneſs ; the chaſtiſement of © 
my peace was on thee,and by thy ſtripes I am healed. 


I ſubſcribe to thy truth, O Lord; I atteſt it in 
ontradiction to infernal malice, to all che helliſh 
uppeſtions that would tempt my heart to diffi. 
ence and unbelief, even againſt repeated experi- 
ace, againſt the fulleſt evidence of divine veracity. 


Uh! thou who never ſlumbereſt nor fleepeſt, 
is night thy watchful care has kept me from a 
reatening danger. Thy eyes were open, while 
Was lleeping ſecute beneath the covert of thy 
ings. * . : | VII, | 


memorial to thy praiſe, a witneſs againſt all my 


A _ LS 
7 * Oo F 
. : _ * — — 
1 — 7 5 1 _ 
On GY n 2 — 
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VVV , 
Another, and greater deliverance has crownei 


the day: I have found thy grace ſufficient in an 
hour of temptation, thy ſtrength has been mani. þ 
feſt in my weakneſs. Thine was the conqueſt ; : 
be the crown and the glory thine for ever. By 
thee I have triumphed over the ſtratagemse cf | 
bell; not wnto me, but to thy name, be the . proite, 1 
Is not one of a thou{and of thy favors h 
1 can record; but eternity is before me, al 
and that unlimited duration ſhall be employed to ke 
- rehearſe the wonders of thy grace. Then in the 
great aſſembly 1 will praiſe thee, 1 will declare 

thy faithfulneſs, and tell to liſtening angels what in 
thou haſt done for my ſoul, even for me, the th 
| leaſt in thy family, unworthy to wipe the feet of WI 
the meaneſt of the ſervants of my Lord. the 
How numberleſs are thy thoughts of love on 
to my ſoul! If I ſhould count them, they are let 
more than the ſand on the ſhore: Thou halt Ver 
again reproved my unbelief, and given me a ne- nl 
conviction that my whole dependance is on thee; | 
that ſecond cauſes are nothing, but as thou doll 1 1 
give them efficacy: All nature obeys thee, ani life 
governed at thy command. 5 2 


O my God, I am again ready to diſtruſt thee, 
and call in queſtion 2525 faithfulneſs ; Oh ! ho- 
deep has this curſed weed of infidelity rooted It 
ſelf in my nature, but thou canſt root it our. 
eee . 


. 
A 
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Agen 1 g begin the rehearfal of thy mer. 
cies; which will never have anend; for thou doſt 


A 


renew the inſtances of thy god. efs to à poor 


ungrateful ſinner Thou halt punctually tulfilled- 
the promiſe on which I depended : Than haſt 


granted the «Tha of wy lips, and led me ina 
plin way that | 


have not 2 mbled. 
. 


This Fu I have received an uneaprcted favor: 


Idoubted the ſucceſs indeed but thou haſt gent - 


ly rebuked my unbelief, and convinced me that 


all things are poſſible With thee, and that the 


hearts of che children of men are in thy hands. 
Whether thou doſt favor or Mic me, 1 rejoice 


in the glory of thy attributes in whatever inſtance 
they are diſplayed, Be thy honor advanced, 


whether in mercy or juſtice: I muſt ſtill aſſert 
the equity of thy. ways, and. aſcribe righteouſneſs 


| to my maker, Yet let me plead with hee, O my 
God, ſince mercy is thy darling attribute, Oh! 
let it now be exalted: Deal not with me in ſe- 


verity, but indulgence; for if thou ſhouldeſt 
mark what is ami * who can ſtand. before thee | 2 

Thou doſt heal my difeales, and rene w my 
life ; thou art the guardian of my ſlee ping and 


waking hours. Glory to 5 God, whoſe eyes. 


never lumber. 


FIPTH WE E K. 
I. 


Prov knoweſt my "A grief, where y | 


pain lies, and what are my doubts and dif. 
nculties, In thy wonted clemency, O Lord, 


diipel. 


, 
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diſpel my darkneſs ;. leave me not to any fatal 
deluſion in an affair of everlaſting moment. This 
is my hour of information and practiee; bey ond 
the grave no miſtake can be rectifſed—as the tree 
falls, ſo it muſt forever of EI ET” CC 
Thy goodnefs ſtill purſues me, O heavenly 
Father, with an unwearied courfe ; new inſtanc. 
es of thy faithfulneſs reproach my unbelief, 1 
ſent up d fern with doubting heart, and 
yet thou haſt graciouſly deigned to encourage my. 
-weak and ſtaggering faith, which has often wa. 
vered and failed, even in the view of the brighteſt 


evidence of thy N teath.- 


Thou doſt ſeem reſolved to leave my unbelief 
without excuſe, by renewing the glorious con. 
viction of thy clemency. and truth. O let not 
the unworthineſs of the object turn back thy be. 

nignity from its r ene * 

How. many unrecorded. mercies have glided 
along with my fleeting moments into thoughtleſs 
ſilence, and long oblivion? How prone is my un. 

\ grateful heart to forget the benefits, or (oh 

amazing guilt) to make an ungrateful return! 


Oh! never let my falſe heart relapſe into dil. 
truſt and unbelief again. Thou has rebuked uy 
folly, and put a new ſong of praiſe into my mouth. 

Loet thoſe infernal ſuggeſtions vaniſh, that would 
once object againſt thy oft- experienced truth.— 
In this 1 would till triumph, and inſult all the 
malice of hell, A time. will come when thou 
+ ſhalt be glorified in thy ſaints, when thy truth 
and faithfulneſs ſhall appear in full ſplendor, when 
„ . the 
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the beauty of thy attributes ſhall be conſpicuous, 
and clear from every blemiſh that the impiety of 
men, or the malice of devils has charged on thy 
moſt righteous Frei e 1 | 
Loet me ſtill aſſert, that the ways of God are 
perfect juſtice and truth. I have a freſh inſtance 
of thy goodneſs to boaſt, and yet my ungrateful 
heart is even now ready to diſtruſt. The Lord 
increaſe my faith Let thy renewed favors ſi- 
lence my unbelief, to how that the Lord is upright ; 
he is my rock, and there is no unrighteouſneſs in bim. 
. „ 9 
Teach me your language, ye miniſters of light, 
that I may expreſs my wonder and gratitude. O 
thou, who canſt explain the ſecret meaning of my 
foul, take the praiſe that human words cannot 
| expreſs; accept theſe unutterable attempts to 
praile thee. | 


SIR TH WEEK. 


led 3 
eſs E me po on. O Moſt Holy, to record thy 


4.4 faithfulneſs and truth; let it be engraven 
in the rock forever; let it be impreſſed on my 
foul, and impoſſivle to be eftaced.—W hat artifice 
of hell it is that ſo often tempis me to diſtruſt 
thee, and joins with my native depravity- to queſ- 
tion thy truth. 


th. 18 = | 
uid Oh! may I never ſorget this remarkable pre- 
. Wh fervation. Thy gentle hand ſupported me, and 


underneath were the everlaſting arms. Thou haſt 
Rept all my bones, not one of them is broken + I hy 
mercy*%upheld me, even wh-n it for: ſaw my in- 
fenſibility and ingratitude. How does my guilt 
13950 pb I. heighten 


154 
heighren thy clemency 2? How wonderous is thy 
| patience, O Lord, and thy rich grace, that only 
gently rehuked me when thou mighteſt have tak. 
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of my ſins. 

„ . 1 

I muſt again begin the rehearſal of thy love 
Thou haſt eaſed my pain, ſcattered my fears, and 
lengthened out my days, Oh! may my being be 


en ſevere vengeance 


devoted to thee; let it be for ſome remarkable 


ſervice that I am reſtored to health again. 

1᷑ find thy mercies renewed with my fleeting 
days, and to rehearſe them ſhall be my glad em- 

ploy ment. I :ruſted thee with my little affairs, 

and thou haſt condeſcended to give me ſucceſs.— 
Lord, what is man, that thou Joſt thus graciouſly 
regard him? Even my ſins, my hourly provoca- 

tions, cannot put a check to the courſe of thy 
beneficence ; it keeps on its conquering way, 

againſt all the oppoſition of my ingratitude and 


unbelief; and haſt thou not promiſed, O Lord.. 


it ſhall run parallel with my life, and meaſure out 
my days? | „ 
Is sus, my never failing truſt, I called on thy 
name, and thou haſt fully anſwered my hopes— 
Let thy praiſes dwell on my tongue, let me 
| breathe thy name to the leaſt ſpark ot life. Ther 

| haſt {catered my fears, and been gracious beyond 
all my hopcs: My faint and doubling . prayers 
have not been r. jected ; but oh! how flow are 
returns of praiſe, how backward my acknowledg- 

- ments! 1 90 5 


Never have I truſted thee in vain; Lord, 
dbreaſe my faith; confirm it by a continued 2 


n 


d, in · 
ſeries The TY of G 
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of thy bounty : Add this favor to the reſt; for 
faith is the gift of God, an attainmenr above rea- 
ſon or nature. I am now waiting for the ac. 


compliſhment of a promiſe! Oh! ſhow me thy 
mercy and truth; add this one inſtance to the 


| reſt, and for ever ſilence the {uggeſtions of hell, 


and my own infidelity. 
VII. 
How rooted is this curſed principle of unbe⸗ 


lef, that can yet diſtruſt thee after lo many re- 
orded: inſtances of thy love? How long will it 


be &re my wavering foul ſhall entirely confide 
in thy ſalvation? Oh! my God, pity my weak- 


| neſs, give new vigor to my. faith, and let me take 


up my reſt in thee for ever. 


#1 N 1% 
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heighten thy clemency ? How wonderous is thy 
patience, O Lord, and thy rich grace, that only 
gently rehuked me when thou mighteſt have tak. 
en ſevere vengeance of my fins, — + 
3 „ of; 

_ I muſt again begin the rehearſal of thy love 
Thou haſt eaſed my pain, ſcattered my fears, and 
lengthened out my days, Oh! may my being be 
devoted to thee ; let it be for ſome remarkable 
ſervice that I am reſtored to health again. 


I 6find thy mercies renewed with my fleeting 
days, and to rehearſe them ſhall be my glad em- 
ploy ment. [I :ruſted thee with my little affairs, 
and thou haſt condeſcended to give me ſucceſs.— 
Lord, what is man, that thou Toft thus graciouſly 
regard him? Even my fins, my hourly provoca- 
tions, cannot put a check to the courſe of thy 
beneficence ; it keeps on its conquering way, 
againſt all the oppoſition of my ingratitude and 
unbelief; and haſt thou not promiſed, O Lord, 
it ſhall run parallel with my life, and mealvre out 
my days? 3 a 

: V 


_- Jrsvs, my never falling truſt, I called on thy 
name, and thou haſt fully anſwered my hopes— 
Let thy praiſes dwell on my tongue, let me 


hall {cautered my fears, and been gracious beyond 

all my hopes: My faint and doub.ing . prayers 

have not been r. jected; but oh! how ſlow are 

returns of praiſe, how back ward my acknowledg: 

ments! | 5 | | 
TR 4 


Never have I truſted thee in vain 5 Lord, in. 
creaſe my faith; confirm it by a continued wy 
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6f thy bounty: Add this favor to the reſt; for 
faith is the gift of God, an attainment above rea- 
| fon or nature. I am now waiting for the ac- 
compliſhment of a promiſe! Oh! ſhow me thy 
© mercy and truth; add this one inſtance to the 

reſt, and for ever ſilence the ſuggeſtions of hell, 
and my own infidelity. | 
Ho rooted is this curſed principle of unbe- 
lief, that can yer diſtruſt thee after lo many re- 
| corded inſtances of thy love? How long will it 
| be e're my wavering ſoul ſhall entirely confide 
in thy ſalvation ? Oh! my God, pity my weak- 
| neſs, give new vigor to my faith, and let me take 
up my reſt in thee for ever. Ps 
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